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There will be a few incremental changes this year.
We plan to introduce some new writers and
features to the magazine. But the biggest change
is in the design of the magazine itself. We have
decided to opt for a consistent style inside and
out using the Gill Sans font, a very British font that
you will find all over Britain - on signs and in the
media. We’ve also changed the copy font to Times
New Roman, which was invented by the Times of
London and became one of the most versatile fonts
in the world. On the front cover, you can see our
brand new logo/crest that was designed by Malcolm
Watson.

About the Magazine
The Anglotopia Magazine is published quarterly by
Anglotopia LLC, a USA registered Corporation. All
contents copyrighted and may not be reproduced
without permission.

We have several exciting adventures planned this
year. First up - Jonathan will be going to Windsor
to cover Harry’s Wedding to American Meghan
Markle. Royal Weddings are always exciting and rare
events.

Letters to the Editors may be addressed to:
Anglotopia LLC
1101 Cumberland Crossing #120
Valparaiso, IN 46383
USA

Later this year both of us will be doing something
very special; we’ll be driving from Land’s End in
Cornwall all the way through England and Scotland
to John O’Groats. It’s going to be an incredible
adventure, and we can’t wait to share it with
everyone who follows Anglotopia.

Photos: Cover: Red Phone Box and Postbox in the Snow.
Back cover: Covent Garden at Christmas. Inside Back
Cover:

And Finally, something we’ve been planning since
the beginning of Anglotopia in 2017. In November,
we’re going to go on our first guided Anglotopia
tour. We’ve partnered with Reformation Tours to
offer a special Mayflower themed tour, taking in
important sites related to the Mayflower Pilgrims.
Details will be announced on Anglotopia in the
coming months!

Printed in PRC

Cheers,
Jonathan & Jackie
Publishers
Anglotopia
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LIVING THE OXFORD DREAM
One Remarkable Week As An Oxford Student
By Jonathan Thomas
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I

t was but a brief moment of my trip but a
major event in someone else’s life. Someone
who had spent three years in Oxford, away
from their family, in some cases in a completely
different country, studying at the world’s most
prestigious university. It was surely not without its
challenges. It was Diploma Day. Diploma Day is
when the actual pieces of paper student spend three
years at Oxford working towards are handed out.
There’s a ton of Oxford pomp and circumstance
to this. Families come from all over the world.
Each College has their own day, and I was staying
at Worcester College. On Diploma Day the place
was swarmed with students dressed in their formal
Oxford gowns and their families dressed in formal
clothes. It was quite a sight to see. And it got
me thinking. It made me jealous. These students
had accomplished something amazing, a degree
from Oxford and now was their day to celebrate.
And celebrate they did. They earned it. I was just
an interloper, nibbling at the fringes of being an
Oxford student.
Oxford changes in the summer. The students
leave, and the tourists descend upon the city. It
becomes a different place. I’ve visited Oxford

during Term Time, and it’s a quiet, studious time
with students rushing about to their tutors or living
their lives amongst the dreaming spires of Oxford.
In the summer, they’re gone save for the occasional
return for their diploma day. What kinds of people
visit Oxford in July? Tourists do. But not just
tourists. It’s a chance for students from all over
the world to come to Oxford and get the Oxford
Experience so they can see if it’s the place for them
when it’s time to attend university. The colleges are
filled with under-18’s - many away from home for
the first time.
But they’re also filled with older travelers.
I should know, I was one of them. People come
from all over the world to soak up some of the
Oxford magic and enrich themselves, culturally
and academically. I was invited as a guest of
the English-Speaking Union USA, an important
organization that fosters understanding of the
English language, it’s history, and it’s future
throughout America. One of their outreach
programs is the TLab which offers teachers and
now interested travelers an opportunity to live in
Oxford and study. I attended as part of the Future of
English program. I would spend one week staying
4

Worcester College

at Worcester College, attending lectures in the
morning and then exploring the city with guided
tours in the afternoon.
When I arrived in Oxford, the first order of
business was to check-in and get my rooms. I took
the bus from Heathrow directly to Oxford, it took
about 45 minutes. Though, how long it actually was,
I’m not so sure as I fell asleep on the way. I tried
like hell to sleep on the overnight flight over but for
the life of me, could not fall asleep. 5 minutes on
a bus to Oxford and I was out like a light! The bus
deposited me at the Gloucester Green bus station,
a newer bit of Oxford home to the local market, a
movie theater, some shops and a lot of places to eat.
Thanks to hours spent pouring over maps of Oxford
before the trip, I knew the exact route to walk, and
within minutes, I was at Worcester College.
Worcester College was established in 1714, and
it’s a ‘newer’ college compared to many of Oxford’s
colleges that existed for hundreds of years more.
This is reflected in the architecture which is not
medieval but more Georgian, Palladian and later
styles. The college is known for having the largest
gardens in Oxford, and once you’re inside the
walls of the college, the sounds of bustling Oxford

fade away, and you’re in a cloistered and quiet
environment the feels like paradise for learning.
Some notable alumni of Worcester College include
Rupert Murdoch, former Doctor Who showrunner
Russell T Davies and US Supreme Court Justice
Elena Kagan.
The University of Oxford is college based.
When you apply to the university, you also apply
to a college. Your college is your base while you
study at Oxford. They become your surrogate home.
It’s where you study one on one with your Tutor,
where you stay, where you eat and where you do
your schoolwork. Lectures are run at the University
level, so you attend those outside your college.
Meals are served in the dining hall every day for
students and visiting fellows. The menu changes
and there is quite a bit of variety. Your ‘loyalty’ is to
your college not to the university itself, and college
pride runs very strong. Each college is financially
independent and runs its own affairs (and has their
own criteria for who they let in). Some colleges
are richer than other - St John’s is reportedly the
richest of the colleges as they own land throughout
southern England which makes them a lot of money.
Exams are run at the University level and conducted
5

My favorite picture from Oxford.

6

at the end of Term time. The year is divided
into three 8-week terms: Michaelmas (OctoberDecember), Hilary (January to March) and Trinity
(April to June). Most US university have two terms
(or semesters). Consequently, you can finish an
Oxford degree in 3 years instead of 4 like at a US
university.
When I arrived at the college, I was greeted
by the Porters at the Porter’s lodge. The Porter’s
control access to the colleges - most are only
open to the public a few hours a day so as visitors
don’t disturb the students. The Porter’s are also
responsible for caring for the students - arranging
anything they need while they’re students.
During my stay I found the Porters to be very
knowledgeable and helpful, even to ‘pretend’
students like me. In addition to the porters, there are
the scouts. The scouts clean your rooms and keep
the college tidy. Back in the day, Scouts used to
have a personal relationship with you. I’m not sure
if that’s the case anymore, my Scouts were more
like maids and I rarely ever saw them. They did
keep my rooms clean and tidy, however!
My vision of Oxford was heavily influenced
by TV and literature. Brideshead Revisited is my
favorite work of British literature and also my
favorite British Drama. Charles Ryder describes
Oxford so perfectly, that I’ve been dreaming of his
vision of Oxford since I read it. “Oxford, in those
days, was still a city of aquatint. In her spacious
and quiet streets men walked and spoke as they had
done in Newman’s day; her autumnal mists, her
grey springtime, and the rare glory of her summer
days - such as that day - when the chestnut was in
flower and the bells rang out high and clear over her
gables and cupolas, exhaled the soft airs of centuries
of youth. It was this cloistral hush which gave our
laughter its resonance, and carried it still, joyously,
over the intervening clamour.”
Did my time in Oxford match this fantasy?
Mostly. As it was the summer, there weren’t many
students about. But there were hordes of tourists.
And not the good, thoughtful kind. Massive groups
of tourists, with loudspeakers to scream their trivia
at them as they clogged the streets and all around
irritated locals and tourists who are more sensitive
to their surroundings. I do realize it’s a bit rich to
criticize tourists in Oxford when I was one myself,
but there’s a right way to do it, and there was a lot
of the wrong way on display while I was there.

The best parts of the day were after 5 pm when
the tour buses had departed, and Oxford was left
to those who were actually staying there. It was
a much quieter and studious place. And since the
sun doesn’t go down to almost 10 pm in July, there
was plenty of time to see the city in a late afternoon
golden glow that did indeed match the description
of Charles Ryder in Brideshead.
During my stay sponsored by the ESU, every
day was the same. I woke up around 7, or 8 am,
and either did breakfast in the dining hall with the
other students, or I ate breakfast in my room. After
that, it was time for lectures at 9 am. There were
two lectures each morning, with a short tea break
in between. After the lecture, it was lunchtime.
Sometimes I’d go to lunch with a classmate (shy me
made several new friends), or I’d plan to go to lunch
myself. The afternoon was usually given away to a
guided tour - of Keble College, Oxford itself, The
Ashmolean Museum and The Bodleian Library.
After that, we were on our own to explore Oxford.
Full dinner was provided in the evenings, but it was
optional - I opted for it a couple of times but chose
to have dinner out to get the most out of Oxford.
I won’t summarize each individual lecture in
this article, I’ve already done that in detail in my
trip diaries on Anglotopia.net. I will talk about
my favorite lecture - about the difference between
American and British English. The subject is
particularly fascinating to me as the author of a
British slang dictionary. It’s amazing how much
difference there is in a language that’s essentially
the same. The lecturer was very thorough and went
into detail on my English is so different in American
vs. the UK (we have Noah Webster to thank for lots
of the changes).
One night, I was bored after eating dinner and
still had plenty of the day left, so I decided to go
for an amble through Oxford, taking random streets
to see where I ended up. This is my favorite part
of travel, discovering something new that wasn’t
planned. I found the Oxford Castle, took my
favorite picture from the trip at Nuffield College,
explored the shops and all around soaked up the
atmosphere of Oxford in the summer after the
tourists had left. It was glorious. As I was in Oxford
by myself, there was a lot of time to think and do
some self-care. I was there to work, but I certainly
got a lot out of the experience personally. I’m a
huge admirer of architecture and Oxford is full of
7

Clockwise from top left: Trinity College, Pitt Rivers Museum, Natural History Museum, Tolkien’s Grave

beautiful architecture from medieval buildings to
new ones. It’s interesting to see them living side
by side. One of the oldest buildings in Oxford is
now a currency exchange and a Pret a Manger.
Not something the original builders of the building
could have imagined. The original Norman castle is
surrounded by a shop selling everything from travel
gear to books. Plop a Norman down on St Aldate’s,
and I’m sure he would not recognize the place
despite Oxford’s seemingly timelessness. It was not
always so.
I’m a huge fan of writer Bill Bryson - an
American who’s settled in England and written
several books about life in the UK. Before I travel
anywhere big, I like to see what he’s written about
the place. In Notes from a Small Island in 1995, he
wasn’t so nice about Oxford. “I have the greatest
respect for the university and its 800 years of
tireless intellectual toil, but I must confess that I’m
not entirely clear what it’s for, now that Britain no
longer needs colonial administrators who can quip
in Latin. My gripe with Oxford has nothing to do
with fund-raising or how it educates its scholars.
My gripe with Oxford is that so much of it is so
ugly.” I could easily see why he would think so in

the 90’s; there were many regrettable architectural
decisions made in Oxford during the latter half of
the 20th Century. If you need proof, simply watch
old Inspector Morse Episodes.
Bryson was much nicer about Oxford in
his latest book, The Road to Little Dribbling.
“Oxford is a victim of its own attractiveness. More
people want to live there than it can comfortably
accommodate, and you can’t blame them. Traffic
aside, I am prepared to nominate Oxford as the
most improved city in Britain. In Notes from a
Small Island, I was hard on the dear old place, not
because it was especially bad but because it wasn’t
good enough. My feeling is that certain places
that are beautiful and historic… have a particular
duty to remain so, and Oxford for quite some time
didn’t seem to understand that. Well, how that has
changed.” I Agree with him. Oxford is a delight
now, and it was a joy to visit and study, even if for a
week.
Since I had the time after my lectures, I was
determined to visit as many of Oxford’s museums
as possible. The place is positively packed with
them. They’re world-class, just like the museums
in London and it’s a shame that many people don’t
8

Blackwell’s Bookshop

think of Oxford for its museums. But a place that
has been educating people for almost a thousand
years is bound to acquire a few good museums.
My favorite was the Natural History Museum. This
glorious Victorian structure is a temple to natural
history and has some amazing fossilized animals
and dinosaurs (don’t miss the Dodo!). But by far
the biggest treat is located through a hallway at the
back of the Natural History Museum, The PittRivers museum. This place is hard to quantify. It’s
a massive gathering of cultural artifacts all over the
world - an ethnographic survey of human cultural
history. There are artifacts from all corners of the
globe, and all of them are given the way weight an
important they deserve.
There’s some rather macabre item on display
such as some real human shrunken heads. But
there are also some amazing items on display from
samurai armor to North American native artifacts.
The sheer number of items in the collection is
mind-boggling - hundreds of thousands of items
have been saved, but only a few are on display at
any given time. What you see in the grand Victorian
central Hall is a sliver of a massive collection of
cultural importance. If we were to save anything

of humanity in the face of the apocalypse, we
should save this entire museum. I will visit this
place every time I visit Oxford from now on. There
will be something new to see every time. There’s
just so much that you can never say you’ve seen
it all. The Ashmolean is also worth your visit.
My friend Bryson has this to say about the place,
“The Ashmolean, for instance. What a wonderful
institution, the oldest public museum on Planet
Earth and certainly one of the finest.” The best part
about Oxford’s Museums? They’re all free.
No trip to Oxford is complete without a stop
at Blackwell’s, the renowned bookstore on Broad
street that has become an Oxford institution. It’s
basically the bookstore of your dreams. Five levels
of new books plus one level of select used books.
They’ve expanded into a music shop (frequented
by a certain Inspector Morse) and an art shop.
Blackwell’s is a huge operation - with branches all
over the UK (and even within Oxford), but their
main store on Broad Street is the spiritual home of
the bookstore founded in 1879 by Benjamin Henry
Blackwell. The Norrington Room, in the basement,
dug out of the grounds beneath the store is home to
the largest amount of bookshelf space in the world
9
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Sunset Over Godstow Abbey
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- with over 100,000 titles along 3 miles of shelves.
If the helpful staff can’t help you find a book, that
book does not exist. I’m not capable of exerting
self-control in Blackwells. Thankfully, they will
affordably ship your books home to the USA (mine
arrived there shortly after I did).
What’s so great about Oxford is that it’s a
compact city. If you’re staying in the city center,
you can walk pretty much everywhere. There’s so
much to see you will not have a shortage of places
to visit. A highlight of my time in Oxford was
actually when I left the city center for the day. I
took a taxi up to Wolvercote Cemetery to pay my
respects to JRR Tolkien, writer of The Lord of the
Rings and The Hobbit. He’s buried there with his
wife in a shared grave, and it’s become a bit of a
shrine to Hobbitheads. After that, I walked along
the main roads towards Godstow, a lovely old
medieval settlement home to two major attractions:
The Trout Inn and Godstow Abbey. The Inn is a
classic English pub made famous by Philip Pullman
and Inspector Morse. Godstow Abbey is a ruined
monastery that’s free and open to explore. This
was a great way to end my trip in Oxford and oh
so relaxing to enjoy a hearty pub meal beside the
Thames at The Trout Inn.
When you spend a week in a place, you begin to
get the rhythm and feel of the place. It begins to feel
like home. Every day there was a treasure. From
the lectures to walking in the college grounds, to
exploring a new bits of Oxford I’d not seen before.
Oxford was amazing. I’ve come to the conclusion
that I want to spend a week in Oxford every
summer for the rest of my life. I think my very soul
will need it. I should see about getting a Doctor’s
prescription. Living amongst the dreaming spires
is a treat that I recommend to anyone who loves
learning and soaking up history and architecture.
Oxford is the place for you. And there’s so much
there that you’ll spend a lifetime finding something
new every time. I only saw, but a sliver of life at
Oxford and I will spend a lifetime trying to see the
rest.

Top 25 Things to See
and Do in Oxford
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

If you would like to experience what I did,
contact the English-Speaking Union TLab who run
education tours of Oxford and other places in the
UK. http://www.esuus.org/
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Tour an Oxford College (anyone will
do but Trinity and Worcester are
great)
Blackwell’s Bookshop (Best bookshop you’ll ever visit)
Eagle and Child Pub (Tolkien and
Lewis drank here)
Go for a Random Stroll
Natural History Museum
Pitt Rivers Museum (You MUST visit
this museum above all others).
Science Museum
Ashmolean Museum
Attend Concert at Music Hall
Climb St Mary’s Tower (It’s a bit
claustrophobic, but the views are
worth it!)
Attend a Church Service
Visit Waterstones
Oxford Covered Market
Ben’s Cookies
Eat at Nando’s
Botanic Gardens
Rent a Punt
Oxford Castle
Port Meadow
Godstow Abbey
The Trout Inn
Wolvercote Cemetery (Tolkien’s
Grave)
Gloucester Green Market
Carfax Tower
Westgate Shopping Centre

BRIT BOOK CORNER
Jane on the Brain by Wendy Jones
This book explores what gives Jane Austen’s work that certain “spark” that delights readers
young and old. Wendy Jones, an Austen scholar and practicing therapist dig in deep into
Austen’s work. She explores what made Austen’s characters feel so real to her readers. Jones,
goes on to investigate how we, the reader empathize, and rejoice for Austen’s characters in
a way that unique to her. This was a fantastic read, not only to learn about the richness of
Jane Austen’s characters but how those character capture our imaginations and hearts. This
book is a beautiful fusion of literary analysis and modern phycology; it looks at why Austen’s
characters have been so well loved, and continue to be today. Pegasus $27.95

Around Britain by Cake by Caroline Taggart
Around Britain by Cake takes a charming look at some of the most beloved treats from
Britain. The book is broken down by regional favorites from Cornwall to Scotland. As
someone who is getting to know British baked goods, this was an excellent primer. The book
includes brief history’s of many of Britain’s favorite tea time cakes as well as recopies. There
are a wide variety of cakes featured in this charming little book. I highly recommend this
book for the baker in your life. AA Publishing $14.95

The Hidden Lives of Tudor Women: A Social History By
Elizabeth Norton
When I think of women of the Tudor age, I think women in white ruffled collars adorned
with jewelry but, I also think of those who were not as well off. I have often wondered
what the life of a Tudor woman would’ve been like. Elizabeth Norton’s The Hidden Lives
of Tudor women was a vivid depiction of what it would have been like to live as a woman
during this historically significant time. She chronicles the stages of life from birth to old age,
across many social statuses. Each chapter is broken down by “age” as she calls it. I also really
enjoyed the selection of color pictures in the book. I could not put it down. This book was
well written and fascinating to read. Pegasus Books $28.95

Splendours of the Subcontinent: A Prince’s Tour of India
1875-6, By Kajal Meghani
Meghani’s book Splendours of the Subcontinent is a feast for the eyes from start to finish.
The book chronicles the gifts King Edward VII received when he took an eight-month tour
through the Indian subcontinent in 1875. He met with more than ninety rulers through
what is now modern-day India, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, and Nepal. Each ruler bestowed a gift to
the traveling King. This trip helped solidify the relationship between the Indian Subcontinent
and Britain. The book is well organized and broken down into chapters by objects such
as jewelry, courtly objects and so on. There are also beautiful drawings and paintings in
this book. I was utterly fascinated by the exquisite craftsmanship of the items when mass
production was not readily available in the Subcontinent. Many of the treasures in this book
have never been published before. The book accompany’s an exhibition that will be shown
at The Queen’s Galleries at The Palace of Holyroodhouse and Buckingham Palace. The
University of Chicago Press $39.95
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London Theatres By Michael Coveney and Peter Dazeley
London is known worldwide for many things, the home to Big Ben, where Buckingham
Palace is located and Theater. I would argue that London is the world center when it comes
to theater. Michael Coveney and Peter Dazeley’s is a beautiful pictorial journey of the
playhouses of London, from the grandest to the meekest. The book is well organized and a
pure joy to look through and read. Each theater that is showcased in the book has a small
essay that gives the history and some of the significant events that have happened there
over its lifetime. While the writing is excellent, the pictures in this book are the real showstoppers, if you will pardon the pun. They are composed beautifully and rich in color. This
book is gorgeous. I must have for any theater fan. Frances Lincoln $50

Londonist Mapped
The Londonist is one of my favorite blogs, and I read it every day, so I’m pleased as punch
to see them come into book form. I’m a huge map nerd, so their first big book is a tribute
to beautiful London maps. They’ve commissioned special ones but also linseed a few others.
The best of London is brought to you by Londonist featuring hand-drawn maps from some
of their favorite British illustrators. Whether you’re looking for something new to do around
Brick Lane or wondering about London’s bridges and how they got their names, Londonist’s
team of contributors know the city and its history inside out. Appealing to map addicts, trivia
junkies and Londoners-about town alike, this new compendium showcases hand-drawn maps
inspired by some of the best of their writing. It’s a beautiful book and a great gift! AA $24.99

Camra’s Wild Pub Walks
The best kind of walk in the English countryside is the kind that ends with a visit to a
country pub - even if you don’t drink. Camra’s newest book is dedicated to finding great
walks in the English countryside that ends at a pub. The maps are helpful, and the directions
are top-notch. Join the author on 22 walks in beautiful remote or mountain landscapes, each
with a great pub - often with historical significance - at journey’s end.&nbsp;&nbsp;The areas
covered are the Peak District, Lake District,Yorkshire Dales and North York Moors, The
Highlands and Borders in Scotland, Snowdonia, the Brecon Beacons and Mid Wales. Camra
$15.99

Churchill: Without Blood, Sweat or Tears
Need some motivation in your life? Then This new book by author Lawrence Kryske is an
excellent guide to using the accomplishments of Churchill’s life and applying the methods of
his success to your own. Throughout his life, Churchill was a journalist, politician, author, and
painter. How did a renaissance man like this get so much done? With focus, determination
and a belief in oneself that they can do great things. Kryske does a great job in summarizing
how you can apply these philosophies to your own life. An excellent read for any Churchillian
and a great way to get to know Churchill a little bit more. Action This Day! $15.99
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THEN - 1895
The Midland Railway Company was responsible for the construction
of the station. The firm was founded in 1844 upon the consolidation
of the Midland Counties Railway, the North Midland Railway, and the
Birmingham and Derby Junction Railway. By the 1860s, the company
felt the need to expand itself southward into the nation’s capital. William
Henry Barlow, as the chief engineer of the Midland Railways, was tapped
to design the station. Barlow, along with Roland Mason Ordish and
George Gilbert Scott, wanted to create a building that would leave the
company’s mark on the city. With construction begun in 1866, the station
proper only took two years to complete. The Barlow train shed was, at the
time, the largest enclosed space in the world: 698 feet long, 240 feet wide,
and more than 100 feet high. It suffered the ravages of time and war in the
early 20th century. By the 1960’s the station was deemed redundant, and it
was almost demolished.
14
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NOW
These attempts provoked strong opposition with a campaign led by the
Poet Laureate John Betjeman. The station and the hotel were saved from
demolition. St Pancras began to suffer from the unloved rot that affected
many great Victorian buildings in the 20th century. It became dirty and
outdated. But it was given a new lease of life when it was chosen to be the
new Terminus for High Speed 1, the high-speed railway that goes directly
to France using the Channel Tunnel. This prompted the £800 regeneration
of the station. Barlow’s shed was restored, the buildings cleaned and
modernized, the cellars opened up into a new shopping destination and the
glorious Midland Hotel re-opened as a hotel and private apartments. Now
the station properly introduces European visitors to London and returns St
Pancras to being one of the most magnificent railway stations in the world.
In honor of the man who helped save the station, there is now a statue of
Betjeman on the main concourse level, forever waiting for a passing train.
15

THE ROYAL HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY
England’s Gardens Green
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T

he Royal Horticultural Society is over
200 years old and has been a prestigious
organization since its founding in 1804
by a group of famous gardeners and botanists.
From its early beginnings, it has grown into an
internationally recognized center for horticultural
research and knowledge, bridging the gap between
the science of botany and professional horticulture
and the needs and interests of home gardeners.
With royal patronage since 1860, the society has
grown to control four and soon to be five gardens
across England. Each year it runs the famous
Chelsea Flower Show, as well as periodic smaller,
seasonal shows at its London headquarters. It owns
the world’s largest horticultural library and gives
its own ‘stamp of approval’ to plants considered
especially suitable for discerning gardeners.
If, as is often argued, Britain is the world’s
leading country for gardening, then the Royal
Horticultural Society is its leading gardening
organization. Having a garden was always an
integral part of the British home, whether a
castle or a cottage, and in the 18th and 19th
centuries gardening was greatly stimulated by the
introduction of plants from Britain’s colonies and
explorations around the world. With a climate that is
never too hot or too cold, and rarely too wet or too
dry, a wide range of plants can be grown – perhaps
wider than anywhere else in the world.
So it was only natural that a group of keen
gardeners should gather at Hatchards Bookshop
in Piccadilly on the 7th of March, 1804. This was,
however, no ordinary group of gardeners. The
initial idea had come from John Wedgwood, son of
the potter Josiah Wedgwood, and an enthusiastic
botanist and gardener, especially of exotic tropical
plants and fruits. Meeting with Wedgwood was
William Townsend Aiton, Superintendent of the
Royal Botanic Garden, in Kew, Richmond; Sir
Joseph Banks, the famous botanist and explorer,
who was at that time the President of the Royal
Society; and William Forsyth, Superintendent of
the gardens of St. James’s Palace and Kensington
Palace, and thus effectively the Royal Gardener.
Also at the meeting were nurseryman James
Dickson; antiquarian, Fellow of the Royal Society,
and passionate gardener Charles Francis Greville;
and botanist Richard Anthony Salisbury, who would
become the Secretary of the new society. All but
Wedgwood would have genera of plants named

KEY FACTS
•
•
•
•

Founded in 1804 by Sir Joseph Banks
and other leading garden figures
Runs the famous Chelsea Flower Show
every May
Combines a scientific outlook with the
pleasure and beauty of gardening
Operates model gardens that have
guided and developed the British style

after them (Aitonia, Banksia, Dicksonia, Forsythia,
Grevillia, and Salisburia).
Banks had brought a friend to the meeting
- Thomas Andrew Knight – and not only was
he accepted as a member in this newly-formed
London Horticultural Society but by 1811 he was
the President, a post he continued to hold till 1838.
These were the formative years of the society.
Knight followed the first president, the politician
and Fellow of the Royal Society, George Legge,
3rd Earl of Dartmouth. Legge seems to have left
little mark on the society, but Knight was a keen
horticulturist with scientific inclinations, and he
experimented in plant physiology and inheritance.
He also researched improved methods of fruit tree
growing – and incorporated research into fruit trees
into the goals of the society that he drafted at the
request of Banks. From the beginning, research
was an important part of the society’s activities. In
1807 the first issue of their Transactions appeared,
complete with hand-colored plates.
In 1818 the society established a garden in
Kensington, but this was short-lived, and in 1821
the Duke of Devonshire leased part of his estate at
Chiswick to the society as an experimental garden.
Beginning in 1827 fêtes and garden parties were
held there, and 1833 saw the first of the nowfamous competitive garden shows for flowers and
vegetables. At this time their headquarters were in
Regent Street.
In its early years, despite a solid reputation
and social prominence, the society had financial
problems which almost led to it being dissolved.
However, in 1858 Albert, the Prince Regent,
became society President. He proceeded to use the
Society to develop an elaborate, Italianate garden
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between Prince Consort Road and Queen’s Gate,
in South Kensington, where the Science Museum,
Imperial College and the Royal College of Music
now stand. The Queen and Prince made substantial
financial donations to the society, and in return,
their children were made life-members. The
entry of royalty into the society raised its profile
dramatically and in December of 1860 the society
received a charter to officially call itself ‘Royal.’
In 1862 the new gardens were the site of the
‘Royal Horticultural Society Great Spring Show,’
Chiswick being now considered too inconvenient
a location. The show was held there until 1888,
when it moved into central London, to the Temple
Gardens near the Embankment. It remained there
until 1912 when the nurseryman Harry James
Veitch organized a one-off ‘Royal International
Horticultural Exhibition’ at the grounds of the
Royal Hospital in Chelsea. This venue proved so
successful that the following year the Great Spring
Show moved there, where it has been every year
since, except for some of the war years, evolving
into the ‘Chelsea Flower Show,’ an international
event and the highlight of the British gardener’s
year. This fortuitous outcome earned Veitch a

knighthood.
The Chiswick garden continued as an
experimental garden until 1903, when the Wisley
garden was established. This 60-acre site in Surrey
had belonged to the industrial chemist and RHS
member, George Fergusson Wilson, where he had
been attempting to “make difficult plants grow
successfully” since 1878. When he died in 1902
the property was purchased by Thomas Hanbury, a
wealthy businessman with China connections and
a famous garden - ‘La Mortola’ - in Liguria. He
donated the land to the RHS, and the site has now
grown to 240 acres, with extensive gardens and
greenhouses. A special feature is a series of model
gardens on the scale of a typical home garden,
designed to inspire and guide amateur gardeners to
grow better gardens.
The continuing success of the RHS for over
200 years was largely the result of the combination
of science and aesthetics that was central to the
society from its inception. Research in gardening
techniques and the control of the naming of plants
has always been as central to its activities as the
creation of beautiful gardens. The RHS maintains
registers of several important groups of plants, as
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well as awarding special recognition, through the
‘Awards of Garden Merit,’ to plants of particular
value in gardens. Also, the RHS runs training
programmes that help spread its methods, as well
as awarding medals to those who make special
contributions to the gardening world.
At the same time that it acquired Wisley
Gardens, the RHS was already constructing
a building at Vincent Square, London, for its
administrative headquarters. At this time it was
another monarch, Edward VII, who also helped give
the RHS its first purpose-built exhibition hall for
its periodic flower shows. Lindley Hall was built
in 1904 in Edwardian Arts & Crafts style by the
architect Edwin J Stebbs. The building also contains
the Lindley Library, the largest horticultural library
in the world, with books dating back to 1514.
Lawrence Hall, a second exhibition space, was built
in Art Deco style during the 1920s and received an
award from the Royal Institute of British Architects.
In recent decades the RHS has added new
gardens to its care. The six-acre Rosemoor Garden
in Devon was gifted to the society in 1988. Hyde
Hall in Essex was similarly given to the society
in 1993, and in 2001 the society merged with the
Northern Horticultural Society and acquired Harlow
Carr, near Harrogate, in North Yorkshire. Expansion
continues and the 156-acre Victorian garden of
Worsley New Hall, in Salford, Lancashire, will
open as the Bridgewater Garden in 2019.

from 9:30 am to 6 pm or 4 pm in winter.
The Royal Horticultural Halls are exhibition spaces
used for periodic flower shows and also for other
non-horticultural exhibitions and events.
Lindley Hall is at 80 Vincent Square, London SW1.
The Lindley Library, in the same building, is open
to the public, and registration allows access to the
historic collections.

Sites to Visit
The RHS has four gardens:
Wisley Gardens are the largest, outside London
in Woking, Surrey. The gardens and greenhouses
are open from 10 am to 6 pm, every day except
Christmas Day.

Lawrence Hall is adjacent to the Vincent Square
headquarters, on Greycoat Street, Westminster W1.
Membership of the RHS is open to anyone, in any
country. Members receive free access for two at all
RHS gardens, access to the Chelsea Show on the
quieter member’s days, and a monthly magazine,
The Garden. Some other benefits, such as seeds, are
only available to UK and EU members.

Rosemoor Gardens are in Great Torrington, Devon.
Open from 10 am to 6 pm or 5 pm in winter.
Hyde Hall Gardens are at Creephedge Lane,
Rettendon, Chelmsford, Essex. Open from 10 am to
6 pm or 4 pm in winter.
Harlow Carr Gardens are at Crag Lane,
Beckwithshaw, Harrogate, North Yorkshire. Open
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A

s an unofficial British ambassador based in
the United States, it has long been a daily
exercise of mine to not only notice, but
blog about, the numerous ways in which my home
country differs from my adoptive one. But seldom
have I paused to consider, in fact, that—on some
scores—they’re not so incredibly different after all.
Sure, we might get hung up—sometimes
aggressively so—on the pronunciation of “Vincent
van Gogh,” but that’s neither ear nor there (pun
intended). The fact is, there are similarities to be
found between Britain and the United States in
some surprising areas—ones, dare I say it, that are
often overlooked. Here are three such cases.

merican

ife

know that there are, in fact, one or two instances in
which the aforementioned suffixes remain the same
on both sides of the Atlantic.
Take, for example, the word “glamour,” whose
origins lie not within French, but Scotts language.
Indeed, it is perhaps due to this origin that Noah
Webster—famed lexicographer and writer of An
American Dictionary of the English Language—
deigned not to alter the spelling. Thus, for the most
part, Brits and Americans continue to keep the “u”.
Similarly, when considering the -re vs. -er
debate, in which Brits will maintain that it’s spelled
“theatre” and Americans insist on “theater,” there
are plenty of words within American English for
which the suffix was never altered. These include
“massacre”, “acre”, and “mediocre.” Moreover,
Brits may want to curb their criticism of American
-er spellings, particularly because the British, in
centuries past, once spelled the twelfth month of the
year as “Decembre”, but now universally employ
the “-er” ending.
And as for the -ise suffix, there remains an
incredibly high number of words that did not
substitute the ‘s’ for a ‘z’ in American English,
mainly because the words in question—unlike
“organize,” “realize” and “recognize”—did not
originate from Greek. Such words are as follows:

Spellings
I know what you are thinking: “spellings are
precisely the thing that make us different!” It’s
true that Americans and Brits employee alternate
rules toward the spelling of certain words, namely
those that—in British English—bear the suffixes
-our, -re, and -ise. But while debates over “colour”
vs. “color” will likely rage on until English as we
know it has evolved into something altogether
unrecognizable, it might surprise many of you to
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“advise,” “arise,” “chastise,” “circumcise,”
“comprise,” “compromise,” “demise,” “despise,”
“devise,” “disguise,” “excise,” “exercise,”
“franchise,” “guise,” “improvise,” “incise,”
“reprise,” “revise,” “rise,” “supervise,” “surmise,”
“surprise,” “televise,” and “wise.”

expected than others.

Goal Posts
Due to America’s lack of notable success in the
world of football (soccer), it is easy to assume that
the only goal structures visible across the country’s
high schools are those of the American football
variety. But, and I’m speaking from a decidedly
Midwestern point-of-view here, soccer goal posts
often, in fact, outnumber their would-be NFL
equivalents.
Indeed, goal posts are a common enough site
across public fields in America that it’s actually
rather surprising that the United States is still as
behind at the international level as it is. It could
be, of course, that the nation has yet to enjoy the
fruits of what is admittedly a rather recent foray into
soccer youth development.
Either way, the proliferation of goal posts and
soccer enthusiasm among children (Messi and
Ronaldo shirts are also a common sight) once
prompted me to predict in a BBC America article
that the United States will one day win the FIFA
World Cup. Three years on, despite the country’s
failure to qualify for the 2018 World Cup, I still
stand by that prediction.
Such a vision of the future would have seemed
highly unimaginable in the days before I lived in
the U.S. The general stereotype of Americans is that
they don’t have a clue about the “beautiful game.”
While this certainly holds true among large swathes
of the population, soccer is gaining some ground
on the four major sports of baseball, basketball,
American football, and hockey. Ironically, it is often
the live action from the English Premier League
that is driving a lot of this interest, with games often
broadcast in pubs—specifically those of the Irish of
British persuasion—up and down the country.
Either way, like the UK, those goal posts are
going away anytime soon.

Best-selling Music Artists
Since I earlier made mention of the word
“glamour”, what better time to segue into a section
on popular music artists?
Now it’s largely a given that luminaries such as
The Beatles are widely recognized on either side
of the Pond. Therefore, their likes—along with
arguably Elton John, David Bowie, Led Zeppelin,
Pink Floyd, Queen, and the Rolling Stones—
probably don’t belong on a list of surprising
similarities between British and American life.
Instead, let’s take a look at some of those
artists whose transatlantic fame is not quite so
easy to picture—until, that is, you’ve lived in both
countries.
For instance, following the success of their
2004 album Hopes and Fears, 2000s indie band
Keane continually receive a surprising amount of
airtime in the U.S., particularly in pubs and grocery
stores. The same can also be said of a relatively
frequent collaborator of the band in the form of
Lily Allen, one of a number of British female
singers—including Adele and Amy Winehouse—
to have gained traction in the U.S. Moreover, the
song Stars by Simply Red receives an inexplicably
solid amount of airplay stateside, having charted at
number 8 in the U.S. Adult Contemporary chart in
1992.
On the other side of the coin, Americans may be
interested to know that certain U.S. bands, such as
The Killers and Kings of Leon, are just as big (if not
bigger) in the UK as they in America. I specifically
picked out those two acts, by the way, for the
notable way in which they, themselves, project a
distinctly British sound.
In general, it makes sense that there exists
an overlap in the popular music of each country;
after all, since World War II, when the special
relationship was forged between Churchill and
Roosevelt, countless acts from either country have
flourished in the other. It’s just that some are far less
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Laurence is a British writer and humorist
who lives in the United States. He also
hosts the popular web series, Lost in the
Pond on YouTube. He has an infuriating
habit of taking America to task by pointing
out how things are done in the UK. He
really needs to stop this behavio(u)r. It’s
anti-American.

BRITAIN’S ICONIC BRIDGES
Top 10 Engineering Marvels in Britain
By John Rabon

The United Kingdom has some of the world’s finest bridges. Of course, most people think of Westminster
Bridge, London Bridge, or Tower Bridge when it comes to the country’s engineering marvels, but there are
plenty of fantastic bridges outside of London. Designed by the very names that made plenty of London’s
famous landmarks, these bridges are certainly worthy of your attention. From the 18th Century to more
recent structures, we’ve picked out ten of our favorites from outside of London and all over Britain.

22

Iron Bridge
The Iron Bridge in Shropshire earns its name from
being the first bridge in the world made from
cast iron. It was constructed in 1781 to cross the
River Severn and was a symbol not only of what
the new material could do but also the industry of
Shropshire and the transformation of Britain by the
Industrial Revolution. Once dwarfed by factories
on both sides of the gorge, the area is now known
for its beauty, including this lovely UNESCO World
Heritage site.
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Pulteney Bridge, Bath
Crossing the River Avon in Bath, Pulteney Bridge
is filled with vehicles, people, and shops. It took
twenty years to build and has three arches for support. The south side is the more picturesque of the
two if looking at it from the river, but both sides of
the bridge are excellent examples of the Palladian
style when you’re crossing it. The bridge has been
widened and restored several times over its history,
but looks much as it did when it was first built.
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Clifton Suspension Bridge, Bristol
Crossing the Avon Gorge in Bristol, the Clifton
Suspension Bridge was designed by one of Britain’s most famous engineers in Isambard Kingdom
Brunel. His design was later modified by William
Henry Barlow and John Hacksaw into the bridge
that exists today. The bridge has been the scene
of many historic moments commiserate with its
status, such as the first bungee cord jump, the last
Concord flight, and the Olympic Torch Relay.
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Glenfinnan Viaduct, Scotland
Movie fans might recognize this railway bridge as
the one the Hogwarts Express would use to take
Harry Potter and his friends to school. The bridge
was constructed from 1807 to 1901 and rises 100
feet off the ground while spanning 1,000 feet. It’s
easily the longest railway bridge in Scotland and
crosses the River Finnan while carrying the West
Highland Line on a single track. It has also been
featured on many programmes and films behind the
Harry Potter series.
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Tees Transporter Bridge
Also known as the Middlesborough Transporter
Bridge, the Tees Transporter Bridge is unique as it
is a style in which a gondola suspended from the
top of the bridge carries people and goods across
the River Tees. Sir William Arrol & Co. finished it in
1911. Some notable moments in the bridge’s history include being hit by a bomb during World War II
and comedian Terry Scott driving his Jaguar off of it
after mistaking it for a toll bridge.

Infinity Bridge
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The most recent entry on this list, the Infinity
Bridge in Stockton-on-Tees crosses the River Tees
and opened in 2009. The innovative design has
an asymmetric double arch and a suspended deck
with mass dampers on the underside to control
the oscillation, a necessary feature given its use by
pedestrians and bicyclists. One of the best aspects
of the bridge is its nightly illumination, which comes
in an array of colors and patterns.

Humber Bridge
Crossing over the River Humber, the Humber
Bridge opened in 1981 as the longest single-span
suspension bridge in the world at 7,280 feet. Now
the eighth-longest, the bridge sees vehicle and
pedestrian commuters every day and well over
100,000 every week. Prior to the bridge’s construction, travel across the river was mostly done
by way of the Humber Ferry. While the bridge
is on a toll system, it is the preferable means of
traveling between Grimsby and Hull, as the bridge
reduced the road distance between the two by 50
miles.
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Tyne Bridge
Located in Newcastle and crossing the River Tyne,
the Tyne Bridge is one of the most gorgeous outside of London. This through arch bridge opened in
1928 and spans 1,276 feet. It was designed by Mott,
Hay, and Anderson based on the Sydney Harbour
Bridge and the Hell Gate Bridge in New York. Its
towers were built out of Cornish granite and designed to be multi-story warehouses. While many
people remember the Olympic rings over Tower
Bridge, the largest in the UK were displayed from
the Tyne Bridge.
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Forth Bridge
Iron Bridge isn’t the only UNESCO World Heritage
site that’s also a British bridge. Forth Bridge was
finished in 1890 as a cantilever railway bridge spanning the Firth of Forth between South Queensferry
and North Queensferry. At the time it opened,
it was the longest such bridge in the world and
continues to be the second-longest single cantilever
span in the world at 1,709 feet. The bridge made
it onto the UNESCO list by its innovative use of
design and materials as well as its sheer size.

Carrick-A-Rede
Not all bridges are made or iron, steel, and concrete. Carrick-A-Rede is a well-known rope bridge
in Northern Ireland that links the mainland to the
tiny island of Carrickarede. The bridge is 66 feet
long and is suspended 98 feet above the rocks lying
at the water’s surface. The first bridge was built
by fishermen in 1755, and the current bridge was
constructed by Heyn Construction in 2008. Those
who dare the heights find the bridge to be very
exhilarating.
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GREAT BRITONS:
WILLIAM BEVERIDGE
The Architect of Britain’s Welfare State
By David Goodfellow
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W

illiam Beveridge was the son of a
British civil servant working in India,
but he was educated in Britain and
graduated from Oxford with top honors. He
immediately began working with the moderate
Fabian socialists to improve the situation of the
poor. He was responsible for devising an early
scheme for unemployment insurance in 1911,
which he later extended in his Beveridge Report
in 1942. The scheme, which provided for healthcare, unemployment, sickness, widow and pension
benefits, was implemented by the incoming Labour
government in 1945 and provided the foundation
for the systems of welfare and benefits still found in
Britain today. It was based on what Beveridge saw
as the five social evils - Want, Disease, Ignorance,
Squalor, and Idleness. Although proposing what is
widely viewed as a socialist programme, he was, in
fact, a Liberal, supporting the provision of social
services through private organizations and charities.
He lived a quiet, married but childless life and was
made a peer for his work.
Like many Englishmen of his time, William
Beveridge was born in India, on the 5th of March,
1879, in British India. His father was in the Indian
Civil Service, the elite corps which administered
the British Empire in India. As was normal he was
sent back to England for his education, and he
attended the prestigious Charterhouse School, going
from there to Balliol College, Oxford. He studied
Mathematics and Classics. Beveridge was a good
student and graduated with first-class honors. He
went on to qualify for the Bar, but his interest in
improving the society around him led him to work
as a Sub-Warden at Toynbee Hall, Tower Hamlets,
from 1903 to 1905. Toynbee Hall was part of the
‘settlement movement,’ a system of residences in
poor districts where university students and others
lived. The goal was to bring about improvement
in society by encouraging different classes to live
together cooperatively, with the students providing
education, day-care, medical services, arts, and
culture. In this way, it was hoped that poorer
people could be lifted out of poverty by combined,
voluntary, social action. The movement was praised
for its charitable intent, but criticized by more
radical groups for perpetuating class differences.
While at Toynbee Hall Beveridge met Sidney
and Beatrice Webb, the founders, along with George
Bernard Shaw, of the Fabian Society, a socialist

KEY FACTS
•
•
•
•
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Born 1879 – died 1963
Established the principles of the British
‘cradle to grave’ welfare system
Believed that full employment was key
to making it possible
A Liberal at heart, although universally
admired by British socialists

group that believed in creating a socialist society
through the democratic process, rather than through
the revolution demanded by other socialists. He
became an active promoter of ideas such as oldage pensions and free school meals – both would
become features of the future welfare state - as well
as the establishment of labor exchanges, which were
places where workers could come and find jobs
from a pool of work posted by employers.
Beveridge devised a scheme known as
unemployment insurance, which took contributions
from people in work so that they would receive
payments when they were not working. Sidney
Webb introduced Beveridge to Winston Churchill,
at that time President of the Board of Trade in
the Lloyd George Liberal government. Beveridge
was invited to develop a system of unemployment
centers and an unemployment scheme, leading to
the passage of the National Insurance Act of 1911,
where both employees and employers contributed
to an unemployment fund. The scheme also had
a private section, where private organizations
organized pension and health benefits through
a system of contributions. Webb had written a
book - Unemployment: A Problem of Industry –
published in 1909 to promote the scheme. However,
Beveridge did not support what would today be
considered a liberal approach. While wanting to
support men who did not work, he wanted a heavy
price - complete and permanent loss of all citizen
rights – including civil freedom and fatherhood.
He was a member of the Eugenics Society, which
supported improving the human race by controlling
reproduction.
He received a knighthood for his work in WWI,
where he was responsible for mobilization and

and Churchill suffered his only war-time defeat
in the House of Parliament when a motion passed
accepting the principles of Beveridge’s report. In it
he called for a unified system of National Insurance,
to cover unemployment, sickness, retirement, and
widowhood. It would work in conjunction with a
system of National Health (already being planned
at the Ministry of Health) to provide a minimum
standard of living ’below which no one should be
allowed to fall.’ More controversially, in support of
his ideas of eugenics, he wanted a child allowance,
whereby middle-class parents would receive money
to encourage them to have more children, while
working-class parents would receive a smaller
amount, so as to discourage them from reproducing
excessively. In the end, a flat-rate of child allowance
was introduced.
It should be remembered that throughout the late
19th and early 20th centuries, radical socialism had
grown exponentially in Britain. Particularly after
the Russian Revolution in 1917, there were real
fears of a full-scale revolution in the country. The
Fabian Society hoped to prevent that, by instituting
more moderate policies to assuage the grievances
of the poor, and it was recognized that unless
poverty and the conditions of the working-class
were addressed, a disaster was in the making for
the established ruling class of Liberals and Tories.
So Beveridge saw a solution for poverty as vital for
the continuation of anything resembling the existing
society.
In 1942 he married Jessy Janet Mair, a widow,
but they had no children. In 1944 he wrote Full
Employment in a Free Society, to describe to the
public how his goals could be achieved, and even
enhance the economy, by shifting labor costs
like healthcare off corporate books and onto the
government, and by providing a healthier workforce
to increase productivity. He saw ‘full-employment’
– less than 3% of the workforce unemployed - as
a basic goal of social policy, and believed, in his
famous phrase, in providing care for the population
‘from the cradle to the grave.’ He knew that without
the tax revenue and low demand for social services
that full employment would create, such a system
would be difficult to maintain.
He joined the Liberal Party and spent a brief
period as an MP, but he lost he seat in the 1945
election when returning soldiers swept the Labour
Party to power in a landslide. Beveridge had

the control of manpower in the labor force. At the
end of the war, he became director of the London
School of Economics and Political Science, which
had been founded by the Webbs in 1895 with an
endowment from a member of the Fabian Society,
so it was largely an instrument of Fabian policies.
In that role, he studied potential government social
policies for the Society, as well as producing
academic work as an economist on prices and
wages. In 1936 he wrote Planning Under Socialism.
He retained his position as director until 1939,
having also been appointed Master of University
College, Oxford in 1937. During this time he
separately worked on helping persecuted academics
escape from Nazi Germany, using a body he had set
up, the Academic Assistance Council. It is believed
that his exit from the LSE was in part triggered by
his continuing support for eugenic policies.
When WWII arrived, he had expected to play
a prominent role, but instead, he was pushed aside
into an obscure position as chairman of an interdepartmental inquiry into the coordination of
social services. Churchill did not expect anything
from the inquiry until the war was concluded, but
instead, in 1942, Beveridge published his Report
to the Parliament on Social Insurance and Allied
Services. His report quickly sold 70,000 copies,
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sincerely believed that the Liberals would be
swept into power, showing his failure to grasp the
extent of the disillusionment of the population with
‘politics as normal.’ Under the new Prime Minister,
Clement Attlee, Labour proceeded to carry out the
reforms Beveridge had proposed, and more.
In 1946 he was elevated to the peerage, as 1st
Baron Beveridge, of Tuggal in Northumberland
and went on to become Leader of the Liberals in
the House of Lords. His peerage was to die with
him, in the absence of an heir. In 1948 Beveridge
published Voluntary Action, a book arguing for the
implementation of social policy through charities
and non-profit organizations, not the state, showing
that he was no socialist.
On the 16th of March, 1963, Beveridge died at
his home in Northumberland, still working on his
last book.

socialists since his report produced the social safetynet of the welfare state. The existence of pensions,
unemployment insurance, child benefits, disability
allowances and the whole network of support
designed to prevent the poorest members of society
from falling even lower was the product of his
work, but as a believer in the ‘small state’ Beveridge
would have probably preferred to see those goals
achieved by voluntary action. His flirtation with
eugenics was not as bizarre as we might see it today,
and those ideas were held by many liberals and even
socialists of those times until they were discredited
by the atrocities of the Nazis.

Sites to Visit
Beveridge’s grave is in St Aidan churchyard,
Thockrington, Northumbrian. It is one of the oldest
churches in England.

His Legacy

Further Research

There are two intertwined threads in progressive
Britain – liberal and socialist. To oversimplify,
liberals recognize the evils of inequality and
exploitation and support changes in society that
encourage self-improvement through personal
action. Socialists see the same evils but believe
that only the intervention of a powerful state can
distribute wealth effectively. Beveridge was in the
Liberal tradition, but he is seen as a hero by British

Biographies of Beveridge include:
•
•
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William Beveridge: A Biography, by Jose
Harris
Beveridge and the Progressive Era, by
Claude Gernade Bowers

THIS ENGLISH LIFE
We Need to Talk About the Special Relationship
By Erin Moore

I

t has been 72 years since Winston Churchill, on
a post-war lecture tour of American universities,
first declared that the US and the UK had a
“special relationship.” Churchill, no longer a Prime
Minister, but a private citizen, was eager to further
the Anglo-American collaboration. And there is
no doubt that these two countries, sharing history,
language, and common enemies, have accomplished
a lot.
In the years since, some American Presidents
have been keener than others. Blair lent Bush a bust
of Churchill, a huge compliment. President Obama,
standing next to the Queen at a state banquet at
Buckingham Palace in 2011, declared he was
honored to be in Britain to reaffirm enduring bonds,
and thanked the UK for its solidarity.
As for me, even though I wrote a book about
British and American culture that was described as
a love letter to the two countries, even though the
bond between them was first my obsession and then
my livelihood, I have never liked the term “special
relationship.” I felt it had become a lazy cliché,
trotted out in every headline, article, and book. I
was bored with it, and took it for granted as an idea.
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As if this relationship would always be what it was,
always be special, and we didn’t even have to talk
about it anymore.
How wrong I was. I’m positively nostalgic for
the term now.
My blues for the special relationship began
with Brexit. The fact that my family and I were
blindsided by Brexit probably says more about us
than you wanted to know. My politics, considering
I’m an immigrant and proud dual-citizen who has
been lucky to live in the polyglot melting pot of
London for 11 years will surprise no one. I’ll give
you one guess how I feel about Brexit: I hate it.
Not one person I know (with the exception of
a couple of British relatives on my husband’s side,
whose children are furious) voted Leave. Many of
our friends are not eligible to vote at all, having
been born elsewhere. The night of the vote, we were
at a dinner party with a couple of friends who work
at big banks. The mood was defiant and confident,
if not entirely certain. Everyone stayed up late into
the night and some of the discussion was of how
their world was set to change if the vote went to the
Leavers. Banks were already making plans to move
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whoever could be forced to move to Paris, Frankfurt
or Brussels, sooner rather than later. These orders
were coming from upper management. No one on
the execution side saw it as anything but a waste of
time—a fruitless exercise in hypotheticals.
We went to bed after midnight, still pretty sure
the Remainers had it. I’ll never forget waking
up at 5am, inferring from my husband’s hurried
preparations for work that the news was very bad. I
remember him saying, “You know what this means?
Now Trump could win.” I decided not to engage in
that particular nightmare, and pulled the sheets over
my head. It wouldn’t be the last time I lost sleep
over Brexit.
Later that morning, the fallout was everywhere.
First, there were tears at the school gate:
Anne’s class has eight nationalities in it. Most of
the children were born here in London, but their
parents are from all over, and many depend on their
work to stay here. We have an architect, a fashion
designer and several others in the fashion business,
a publisher, a literary agent, a few bankers, a couple
of dentists. If their business or their visas dry up,
they will have to leave. (Eighteen months later,
some already have.)
When I stopped for a cup of tea at the Pitted
Olive, my favorite café near King’s Cross, the
atmosphere was funereal. The proprietors have
lived over here for decades and built a popular
family business patronized by a diverse community.
Everyone from Polish builders to British Librarians
to University College London professors and
tourists staying in the small hotels around the corner
stops for coffee, or crams into the wooden booths
for borek gözleme and meze. They were devastated
and upset. They felt the vote very personally, like
a punch in the stomach. Usually I am in and out
with a cup of tea and an apple pastry, but on this
day we talked for half an hour. Everyone, it seemed,
was looking for catharsis and a way to process the
dreadful news.
Back home, there was more Brexit processing
with Marie-Laure, our nanny, who has been living
and working here for over 20 years (7 of them
with us). She falls into that nebulous category of
EU citizens waiting to learn what will be possible
post-Brexit. Marie-Laure came here because her
opportunities in child care would be far greater
and better paid. She moved to West London, where
French and English families alike valued her

impeccable English and French.
France is a hidebound culture in which many
ambitious people, across educational backgrounds
and regions, feel thwarted. Many of them move to
London. By population, London would qualify as
France’s 6th largest city; more French people live
here than Bordeaux, Nantes or Strasbourg. Yet, not
everyone who comes here to work wants to become
a citizen, or can afford to.
I did not start the process of becoming a UK
citizen until my daughter was born and acquired her
two passports. It took 6 months, was very expensive
and involved a lot of daunting forms and a test. I’ve
always been glad I did it, and never more so than
now.
About a week after Brexit, a man working the
checkout in Primark (assuming from my strong
US accent, which he commented on, that I was
a tourist) asked when I was going home. When I
said I was living here, he said again, this time with
an edge, “Right, so when you going home, then?”
He made me feel more than unwelcome—his
threatening tone made me feel sick. That was a mild
experience compared to what friends have been
through. An Anglo-Indian friend who was born and
raised here has had racial slurs hurled at her that
she said she hadn’t heard since the 80s. A Japanese
friend, traveling with her young girls in the
countryside, was threatened in front of her baffled
children. They have since moved on to Singapore-not because they gave up on living here, but because
her husband, a banker, was sent to a new post.
I will admit that moving back to the US crossed
my mind in the months following Brexit. I did feel
less at ease here, and sad to contemplate my kids’
future. I suspect the country they inherit will be a
lot less interesting, with fewer opportunities and
an even higher cost of living. My doctor, whose
18-year-old son is studying at NYU, told me that
90% of his friends had opted to go to universities
in the States. American universities love British
students, who are, for the most part, more prepared
(especially in subjects like writing) and more
mature than their US counterparts. British students
appreciate the freedom of choice afforded them
by the American educational system, where they
have until around age 20 to choose their field of
study, whereas here they are expected to narrow
it down to a few subjects during secondary/high
school. Of course, not everyone can pay the steep
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fees at US colleges, but the gaps are being filled
by scholarships, and off they go: let the brain drain
begin.
Despite my Brexit blues, all thoughts of
returning to the States evaporated in November of
2016 when Trump became President-elect, It was
another bleak, tearful morning bringing more fear
about the future.
We moved to London during George W. Bush’s
tenure. It now seems almost quaint how ashamed
we were of him and his actions at the time. As
apologetic as we expats were back then, the phrase
“not my president” never crossed my mind, as it
does daily now. Bush, in retrospect, appears almost
statesmanlike by comparison to Trump. The UK
responded to the election like a death in the family.
St. James Church in Piccadilly put up a sign reading
“Evening Prayer: A short service in which to pray
and reflect in the wake of the US election.”
As of this writing, the special relationship
is in tatters. Theresa May reached out, bravely
but perhaps fruitlessly, as one of the first foreign
politicians to visit Trump in the White House in
January 2017. She suggested a State Visit like the
one Obama made in 2011 which would involve a
banquet full of dignitaries and an audience with
the Queen. This proposed visit has since been
downgraded and put off indefinitely.
As of this writing, May has rightly condemned
Trump’s retweeting of anti-Muslim videos by the
ultranationalist group Britain First, giving this
fringe group an undeserved platform to further
their hateful cause. David Lammy, a Labour Party
MP, has tweeted. “Trump sharing Britain First. Let
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that sink in. The President of the United States is
promoting a fascist, racist, extremist hate group
whose leaders have been arrested and convicted. He
is no ally or friend of ours.” By the time this issue
of the Anglotopia Magazine hits your doorstep, will
this seem like the tip of the iceberg? I’m here from
the past to tell you that we were pretty upset about
this stuff back in early December.
Still, in a moment when the special relationship
seems in peril—I see hopeful signs. One is that
people I know on both sides of the Atlantic are
more socially and politically engaged than ever
before. These distressing events have brought an
end to the apathy and complacency that was all too
easy before. Now we come out and say the things
we might not have said: like, I value you and this
country is better with you in it. And I hope you stay.
And I wish you well.
Whether the Queen and Trump ever meet—and
I’m far from convinced that they should—we have
a new Royal Wedding to look forward to. When
Prince Harry and Meghan Markle marry, they will
bring a US-UK alliance back to the front pages
for a positive reason for the first time since the US
election. And if some journalists decide to couch
their coverage in terms of the “special relationship,”
this time I won’t cringe. Because an upsurge of
Anglophilia in Trump’s America—and hope in
Brexit Britain—is just what we need right now.
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GREAT BRITISH QUESTIONS
Your burning questions about Britain answered truthfully.
By The Anonymous Anglophile

How Can I Get the BBC iPlayer in the USA?

What Will Meghan Markle’s Title Be When
She Marries Prince Harry?

You cannot. The iPlayer is only available within
the United Kingdom and as of 2018 access is only
allowed to current BBC TV license fee payers. In
2017, the BBC and ITV partnered to launch BritBox
and new British TV streaming service for the, US
market that has thousands of hours of content from
the BBC and ITV back catalogs. It’s not the iPlayer,
but it’s the closest we will ever get. It’s great. Acorn
TV also has a great selection of British TV as well.

I hate to dash the hopes of any would be princess,
but Meghan will not become a princess when she
marries Harry. She’s a commoner (and an American
one at that). You have to be of royal blood to be
called a prince/princess and marriage does not
confer that. This is the same reason that the Duchess
of Cambridge is not ‘Princess Kate.’ Because she’s
not a princess. What will likely happen is the Queen
will bestow a title on Prince Harry when he marries
Meghan (this will be announced on the day). She’ll
probably make him a Duke and Meghan will
become a Duchess. He’ll no longer be Prince Harry;
he’ll be the Duke of Whatever The Queen Says
and Meghan will be his Duchess. That will be her
official title going forward.

How Can I Get British Print Newspapers in
the USA?
A decade ago, this was a pretty easy prospect. Most
major cities had an international newsagent that
offered newspapers from all over the world. But
with the advent of digital news, it’s not practically
impossible to buy British print newspapers here
in the USA. If you find a newsagent selling them,
cherish them. All the major British newspapers now
have tablet apps, and you can still read the content
of the paper. It’s not the same as cracking open a
broadsheet, but it’s the closest you can get.

Can I Bring My Pet With Me On A Trip to
Britain?
No. Transatlantic flights for pets are absurdly
expensive, and pets cannot be in the cabin. Britain
is also rabies free and has very strict conditions on
transporting pets into the country - that require six
months of planning. It’s only worth it to bring your
pet if you’re moving to England, and even then
rehoming is usually the better option.

I want to visit the Cotswolds but don’t want
to drive, how can I do this?
Visiting the Cotswolds without being willing to
drive is a huge challenge. The area is not served
particularly well by train. The major cities have rail
access, but the charm of the Cotswolds is the small
towns and villages that don’t have trains. Buses are
infrequent and difficult to decipher. The best way
to experience the Cotswolds is to drive yourself or
do a guided coach tour, so someone else does the
driving. There are also companies that will escort
your around the Cotswolds in a private car, it’s
expensive, but you get a more personal experience.

What Happens If I Need To Go To The
Emergency Room While In The UK?
First, they call it the A&E. Second, you will be
treated. Minor things will not cost you anything but
if you get admitted, or something major happens
the NHS will still treat you, but they will send you
the bill and expect you to pay it. Trip Insurance is
useful for situations like this but make sure it covers
medical!
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GREAT BRITISH ICONS:
CONCORDE
The Failed Dream of Supersonic Air Travel

40

T

here was once a dream that was supersonic
air travel. The dream was leaving for lunch
in the UK to return to dinner in New York.
In the progression of air travel technology in the
20th century, faster was better. Times have changed.
Supersonic air travel is now dead and buried. Planes
now travel at a relatively slow speed of 600 miles
and hour and no faster and there are no passenger
planes on the horizon that will go faster. No one
wants to break the sound barrier anymore - it’s too
expensive and passengers aren’t willing to pay for
it. For a brief time the future looked like Concorde
and it flew for almost 40 years. But that future never
came.
Concorde was a supersonic commercial airliner
that carried just 100 passengers. It was a joint
development between Britain and France which
began with the goal of revolutionizing air travel but
floundered on changing habits and the growth of
low-cost, mass-market travel. It flew at twice the
speed of sound and could cross the Atlantic in 3.5
hours. It’s instantly recognizable tilted nose, and
swept-back rear wings made it greatly loved by
many, and it remains the high-point of civil aviation,
despite never being replaced by a second generation
of supersonic airliners. Despite one fatal crash, it
had one of the best safety records of all commercial
aircraft. It was used by many dignitaries, from Pope
John II to Queen Elizabeth II and by numerous
Prime Ministers and Presidents.
Following WWII, there was a boom in
commercial passenger air flight. The cinemas were
full of films depicting the pleasure of international
travel and foreign destinations in Europe, South
America and elsewhere. Pilots and Hostesses were
a highly respected and envied class of workers,
and for the first time, ordinary people could take
vacations outside the confines of their own country.
Airline manufacturers responded with larger, more
luxurious planes. In particular, the shift to jet
engines instead of propeller-driven planes ushered
in the ‘Jet Age,’ with the Boeing 707 being the first
and most successful of a new generation of aircraft.
The shift to jets was in large part triggered
by technical problems that developed with more
powerful propeller engines, particularly the noise,
shock waves and turbulence created when the
tip of the whirling propeller passes the speed of
sound. The only practical way to make faster, more
powerful engines was to move to jet propulsion,

KEY FACTS
•
•
•
•
•

A Joint British and French
development
Flew London to New York in just
over 3 hours
Flew Paris to New York in 3.5 hours,
at a speed of 1,300 mph
Flew commercially between 1976 and
2003
Failed because of changes in the air
passenger market

opened up the possibility of creating aircraft
that could travel faster than the speed of sound.
Although planes in a dive had already exceeded
that speed, usually with a dangerous loss of control,
it was on the 14th of October 14, 1947, that the
American military pilot Chuck Yeager became the
first man to break the sound barrier in level flight,
in a Bell X-1. This plane was the result of a joint
US-British project, using information from early
British research into supersonic flight. However,
the US reneged on the terms of the agreement and
refused, as required, to share the results of their own
research.
As a consequence, Britain went it alone in the
early 50’s, when the Royal Aircraft Establishment,
the research wing of the Royal Air Force, set up a
committee to study supersonic transport. At first, no
feasible design could be developed, until Johanna
Weber and Dietrich Küchemann, of the RAE, came
up with a new wing concept called the ‘slender
delta.’ This wing created powerful vortexes above
it, greatly increasing lift, and although it required
a sharp take-off angle, this innovation opened the
door to supersonic travel.
In 1956 the Supersonic Transport Advisory
Committee was formed and began work on a
design based on this new wing and in 1959, a study
contract was awarded to the Hawker Siddeley and
Bristol aircraft companies. The goal was to develop
a production model by 1960 to beat the US, who it
was rumored, were also working on a supersonic
aircraft.
Simultaneously, in France, researchers were
unknowingly going in the same direction and
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following a design contest the Sud Aviation SuperCaravelle won. Fearing that US designers were
already working on a supersonic plan for the
transatlantic routes, the French set their sights on a
shorter-haul plane that would not have to compete
with the Americans.
In April 1960, Pierre Satre, the technical
director of Sud Aviation traveled to meet Bristol
designers to discuss a partnership. France needed
British engines, and both parties had no experience
in metals for the high temperatures that would be
generated by the flights, so a partnership seemed the
best way forward. However, Britain still wanted to
build a larger 150 passenger plane for transatlantic
flights, so for a while, the two parties worked
on parallel designs to their own specifications.
It became increasingly clear that a single design
would benefit both sides, so by late 1961, a single
design for a transatlantic plane had emerged. The
goal was to reach Mach 2 (twice the speed of
sound) since the metal technology of the time could
not cope with the temperatures created by flying at
Mach 3.
On the political front, things did not go so well.
Although the French were much more interested in
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partnering with the UK than with the US, the British
government were reluctant to invest in a project
that seemed unlikely to have any financial benefits
to the country. However, in the end, a longer-term
view won the day, arguing that without this plane
Britain would be locked-out in the perceived
rush for supersonic flight and that the partnership
with France would smooth the way for Britain’s
entry into the Common Market (As the European
Union was then known). Rather than a commercial
agreement, an international treaty was signed on the
29th of November, 1962.
In 1965, construction began on two prototypes,
one built by Aerospatiale at Toulouse, and the other
by BAC at Filton, Bristol. In 1967 sales efforts
began and the consortium secured 100 non-binding
orders from 15 different countries. The first test
flights took place in early 1969, and the planes were
first seen by the public at the Paris Air Show in June
of that year. In 1971 and 1972, the planes began to
tour the world to secure orders. The French plane
was the first to visit the US, where in 1973 it landed
at Dallas/Fort Worth to mark the official opening of
the new airport.
However, at this point, things began to unravel

for Concorde. At the Paris Air Show in 1973 the
rival Russian supersonic plane, the Tupolev Tu144, crashed, killing 12 people and destroying 15
houses. In the public mind, the romance with air
travel was beginning to tire, and concerns about
noise, pollution, and high-altitude radiation were
becoming more common and focused on this new
and untried plane. Since the US had canceled its
own supersonic programme in 1971, it has been
suggested that some of this concern was encouraged
by the US government in a display of sour grapes
and protectionism. Due to concerns about noise,
Concorde was only ever allowed to fly to JFK
Airport by US regulators, which meant that the
plane would never get the orders from major
airlines it needed to be a game-changer in aviation.
Other contributing factors were the 1973 oil crisis,
which made airlines cautious of high-consumption
planes; and the development of wide-body planes,
like the Boeing 747, which shifted the market from
air-travel as a luxury activity to a low-cost, no-frills
means of transport.
In the end, only Air France and British Airways
took up their orders, and this, combined with
spiraling costs which brought the price to £23
million in 1977, meant that Concorde never went
into full-scale construction. Despite legal opposition
that reached the US Supreme Cour, Concorde began
scheduled flights between Paris and London to John
F. Kennedy Airport on the 22nd of November, 1977,
the only US airport that Concorde was allowed
scheduled flights on. The first scheduled flights
had begun a little over a year earlier from London
to Bahrain and from Paris to Rio de Janeiro (via
Dakar). Concorde took 3.5 hours to fly Paris to New
York, against 8 hours for conventional aircraft. The
plane cruised at 56,000 feet, well above the altitudes
of other planes. The average cruise speed was 1,334
mph, about 800 mph above that of commercial
planes of the period.
Initial ticket prices across the Atlantic were
around $800, $100 over conventional first class.
By 1981, the British Government, which shared
ownership with British Airways, had lost money
every year, so was persuaded by British Airways
to sell its share to the company. Market research
showed that people thought Concorde tickets should
be expensive, so BA regularly raised prices to match
that perception, and in this way kept the aircraft
profitable. Concorde became a plane that only the

rich could afford to fly on. Supersonic air travel
never came to the masses. Concorde was chartered
quite a bit and flew all over the world, but regular
passenger service was limited to JFK/London and
JFK/Paris.
On the 25th of July, 2000, disaster struck.
A Concorde leaving Charles de Gaulle Airport
crashed, killing all 100 passengers and nine
crew members, plus four people on the ground.
Following safety improvements, the plane returned
to commercial flights on the 11th of September,
2001, landing in New York shortly before the
Word Trade Center attacks. Although commercial
flights continued for a few more years, the deathwarrant for the plane had been signed. The French
crash, declining air-travel following 9/11, an aging
cockpit design and rising maintenance costs all
conspired to lead Air France and British Airways
to simultaneously announce on the 10th of April
2003, that flights of Concorde were to end. It was
a shocking, short-term decision. Concorde was
generally thought to be profitable, but it was now
deemed more trouble that it was worth. Sir Richard
Branson, the founder of Virgin Atlantic, made an
unsuccessful bid to buy the BA fleet but their old
rival declined. The last Air France transatlantic
flight took place on the 30th of May, 2003. BA
made a series of ‘last flights’ to America and around
the UK in October of 2003, culminating with the
rare illumination of Windsor Castle as a tribute.
The Concordes were donated to various
museums. Some now live in august institutions
like the Smithsonian. Some sit outside, open to the
elements, their airframes rotting away. Concorde
will never fly again. Their hydraulics, the lifeblood
of an aircraft, have been drained. Once they made
their final flights, they could no longer fly anywhere
else. Occasionally groups make headlines by saying
they want to bring a Concorde back to flight but
they usually fade away - the cost to do so would be
astronomical, and Airbus is completely unwilling to
service Concorde which means it can never get the
necessary paperwork to fly. Nostalgia is not enough
to get one of these in the air again.
One of those final destinations was Bristol
Filton Airport, where every Concorde was built
and had its first flight. It was only fitting that one of
the final ones would go there. It’s now marooned
there. The airport has been closed and redeveloped.
It took over a decade for planners to finally build
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a museum around the Concorde (it sat outside for
the intervening years). That new museum is now
called Aerospace Bristol and it just recently opened.
The museum is a guide to all the important flight
developments that occurred at Bristol Filton, but
by far the most important attraction is the new
Concorde Hanger.
Set back from the rest of the museum in a
separate building, a British Airways Concorde
now sits properly in a dedicated hanger, with a
multimedia experience all around it to educate
visitors on the history of Concorde. Best of all you
can walk around and under the Concorde and take
in its immense size in person. What’s striking is
how HUGE Concorde is when you see it in person.
But then how small it is on the inside when you see
how cramped the seats were. There’s a great video
projected onto the side of the plane that gives a
10-minute history.
Upstairs, there’s a small museum display for
Concorde that features various artifacts from its
history. And then you’re treated to be able to onto
the plane itself. Previously one would have to pay
thousand of dollars to go on board a Concorde, now
anyone can. It looks exactly as it did when they

stopped flying. Unfortunately, you’re not allowed
to sit in the seats to get a real feel for what it would
have been like to fly in the cramped interior.
If you’re a fan of Concorde and aviation, a
visit to this new museum is highly recommended.
Looking around, though, you’re hit with a
realization. Once they brought Concorde into her
new hanger, they sealed her in by building a wall.
You get a huge feeling of sadness when you realize
that there are no hanger doors. Concorde is trapped
inside and can never get out. She belongs in the air
but will never taste it again.
Concorde died for lots of reasons but mostly
because the airline industry and passengers don’t
have a vision beyond operating as cheaply as
possible and passengers paying as little as possible.
The audio guide on the overhead speakers talked
about how it revolutionized air travel, but really
it didn’t. The revolution died with Concorde’s
last flight. Supersonic air travel is dead. There are
glimmers of hope it might return again one day on a
smaller scale, but it’s still unlikely.
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Sites to Visit

•

A non-functioning Concorde shell is on display at
the Brooklands Museum in Weybridge, Surrey.
A second is on display at Le Bourget Air and
Space Museum in Paris. This plane has been partly
restored, and there are plans to make it possible
to taxi the plane on the runway. Club Concorde,
a group of enthusiasts, has expressed the desire
to buy this plane and have it flying again by 2019
(something that’s highly unlikely). The last British
Concorde is now housed at the Bristol Aviation
Heritage Museum, at Bristol’s Filton Airport and
was open as of January 2017.

•
•

Further Research
There are several biographies of Concorde,
including:
•
•
•

Locations of the remaining
Concordes

•

Prototypes
•
•
•
•
•

•

G-BSST - Fleet Air Arm Museum, England
G-AXDN - Imperial War Museum Duxford
F-WTSS - French Air Museum at Le
Bourget Airport
G-BBDG - Brooklands Museum Weybridge,
Surrey
F-WTSB - Aeroscopia Museum near Airbus
Toulouse factory

British Airways
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

G-BOAC - Manchester Airport
G-BOAA - National Museum of Flight
Edinburgh
G-BOAB - Lives at Heathrow (not open to
public)
G-BOAD - Intrepid Sea, Air & Space
Museum New York
G-BOAE - Bridgetown, Barbados (Museum)
G-BOAG - Museum of Flight Seattle
G-BOAF - Aerospace Bristol

Air France
•
•

F-BVFC - Aeroscopia Museum near Airbus
Toulouse factory
F-BTSD - Air and Space Museum at Le
Bourget, France
F-BVFF - On display at Charles de Gaulle
Airport in Paris

F-BVFA - Smithsonian Institution National
Air and Space Museum’s Steven F. UdvarHazy Center
F-BVFB - Sinsheim Auto & Technik
Museum in Germany
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Concorde: The Rise and Fall of the
Supersonic Airliner, by Jonathan Glancey
The Concorde Story, by Christopher Orlebar
Concorde: A Designer’s Life: The Journey
to Mach 2, by Ted Talbot
Vintage Champagne on the Edge of Space:
The Supersonic World of a Concorde
Stewardess, by Sally Armstrong
Concorde and the Americans: International
Politics of the Supersonic Transport, by
Kenneth Owen

GEORGE IV

The Lavish Regent Turned King
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T

he fourth and last Georgian king, King
George IV’s reputation is one of the worst
of any British monarch. A wild and reckless
youth, George grew into a feckless and extravagant
adult. As Prince Regent, he had little to do with state
affairs unless he was asking for handouts to cover
his debts and as king, his approach to sovereignty
did not change. Two marriages, one secret and one
failed, combined with George’s taste for excess and
penchant for horse-racing made him unpopular with
the public. The ‘first gentleman of England,’ George
may have had fine manners and impeccable style
but his reign was ineffective in every way, and he
died without a friend in the world.
As the first child of King George III, George
was born directly into the title of Duke of Cornwall
and Duke of Rothesay. He was also given the titles
Prince of Wales and Earl of Chester a few days
after his birth. Said to have been a very capable
student, George’s education and upbringing were of
a standard you would expect for a future king, and
he quickly became fluent in French, German and
Italian. By age 18 George was given a house of his
own, and he took to his new freedom with glee.
Wildly extravagant, the young Prince socialized
constantly, drank heavily and kept many mistresses.
When he turned 21 and took up residence in
Carlton House his partying and spending increased
tenfold. Despite obtaining a grant of £60,000
(equivalent to £6,451,000 today) from Parliament
as well as a hefty annual allowance from the King,
George managed to spend himself into debt. King
George III despaired of his son’s behavior and his
political leanings which opposed the king’s own
conservatism.
On the 15th December 1785, at the age of 22,
George married Maria Fitzherbert, a twice-divorced
Roman Catholic, and a commoner. Of course, the
King did not give his consent to this union and the
1701 Act of Settlement that barred the spouse of a
Catholic from succeeding was still in place making
this marriage void. As a Catholic Maria believed
the laws of the Church to be superior to the law of
State and considered herself the wife of the King
for the rest of her life. In 1787, overcome by debt
and all but estranged from his father George went
to his political allies in Parliament for help. They
came through and on the condition that his marriage
to Fitzherbert be publicly denied gave him enough
money to clear the worst of his debts and improve

KEY FACTS
•
•

•

•

George IV was born at St James’ Palace
on the 12th August 1762.
George succeeded as the King of Great
Britain and Ireland and King of Hanover
on the 29th January 1820 at the age of
57.
He was married in December 1785
to a twice-divorced Roman Catholic
lady named Maria Fitzherbert although
he repudiated the marriage. George
was also married in 1795 to his cousin
Caroline Amelia Elizabeth.
George died at Windsor of various
complications to do with obesity on
June 26, 1830, aged 67, having reigned
ten years.

his residence Carlton House.
George was married again ten years later on
the 8th April 1795 to his cousin Princess Caroline
of Brunswick. The marriage took place very much
against George’s will, he was forced to agree to
the union so that his father and Parliament would
pay his astronomical debts, and the marriage was
disastrous. The pair separated after the birth of their
only child Princess Charlotte and so convinced was
Caroline that George hated her she claimed on her
deathbed in 1821 that he had poisoned her.
By 1811 George III’s mental illness had
become so severe he could no longer play his role
in government and on the 5th February 1811 the
Prince of Wales became Prince Regent of Great
Britain and Ireland. Little changed in Britain as a
result of this change as the regent played an even
lesser role than his father in governmental affairs.
In 11th May 1812, the Prime Minister Spencer
Perceval was assassinated, and the Napoleonic Wars
raged on, but George spent these years refining
himself into the ‘first gentleman of England,’ taking
an active interest in fashion and culture.
King George III died on 29th January 1820,
and the Prince Regent became King George IV.
In similarity with his lifestyle up to this point,
King George’s coronation was an obscenely costly
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and extravagant affair but despite the hit to the
taxpayers’ pocket it was a popular event and the
British public were relieved to see a king in the
flesh after so many years under the reign of a
recluse. George banned his legal wife Caroline
from his coronation and refused to recognize her
as Queen even going as far as to have her name
removed from the Book of Common Prayer.
King George IV embarked on a royal tour in
1821 visiting Ireland, the first monarch to do so
since Richard II and Scotland, the first since the
mid-17th century. A born collector, George also
began to establish an impressive royal art collection
and transformed Windsor Castle and Buckingham
Palace. The ‘Catholic question,’ the issue of when
and how Catholic people would be emancipated
from the various discriminations they faced was
a major concern of parliament during George’s
later reign, but he intervened mainly to complicate
matters. In 1829 George was forced by his ministers
to agree to the Catholic Emancipation, against
his will and his interpretation of his protestant
coronation oath.
George’s taste for excess in all things led to
a massive decline in his health in his later years.
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Obese, addicted to laudanum and suffering from
gout, dropsy and possibly porphyria he became
completely incapacitated. On the morning of the
26th of June 1830, King George IV took his last
breath. George was buried on the 15th July 1830 at
Windsor Castle.
George may have fathered many children given
his proclivity for mistresses, but his only legitimate
child was Princess Charlotte of Wales. Sadly
Charlotte died of complication following the birth
of a stillborn baby in 1817. Prince Frederick, Duke
of York and Albany, George’s younger brother had
died childless, and so the third son of George III,
Prince William, Duke of Clarence took to the throne
as William IV.

Legacy
George IV’s legacy is not a positive one. His
reputation was poor amongst the British public due
to rumors about his marriage to a Catholic, constant
philandering and excessive spending that saw him
rack up the equivalent of millions of pounds of
national debt. His moniker ‘the first gentleman of

Further Research

England’ is an ironic one given George’s indulgent
lifestyle and moral weaknesses. A patron of the arts,
George nevertheless had a huge influence on the
architecture, fashion, and style of the day. Perhaps
George IV is best summed up by the comment ran
in The Times newspaper after his death that read, he
would always prefer ‘a girl and a bottle to politics
and a sermon.’
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This Charming Man (2006)
Poldark (1996)
A Royal Scandal (1996) TV documentary
Vanity Fair (1987 and 1998) TV series
Princess Caraboo (1994)
The Madness of King George (1994)
The Scarlet Pimpernel (1982) TV drama
Prince Regent (1979) TV documentary
Lady Caroline Lamb (1972)
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The Scarlet Pimpernel (1934)
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George IV was born at St James’s Palace in
London, died at Windsor Castle in Berkshire
and was buried at St George’s Chapel in
Windsor. All of these locations are open to
the public.
There are many statues of George IV, but
two of the most famous are located in
Trafalgar Square, London and the Royal
Pavilion in Brighton.

AUNTIE BEEB
The Fascinating History of the BBC
By John Rabon
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hile no longer alone amongst Britain’s
media powerhouses, at one time, the
British Broadcasting Corporation was the
only game in town. Since its incorporation in 1922,
the corporation has been responsible for informing
and entertaining the British public, tasks for which
it continues to excel ninety-five years later. Over
this time, the BBC has provided not only the United
Kingdom but the world, with reliable news and
some of mankind’s most legendary programmes
from Doctor Who to Monty Python’s Flying Circus.
Its personnel have influenced radio and television,
and its buildings are some of the most famous in
Britain. As we delve into the near-century long
broadcasting history of the BBC, we invite you,
dear reader, to join us on a journey from the first
radio signal to the present and discover what a
fascinating chronicle this media giant possesses.
The United Kingdom’s first radio broadcast
took place in June 1920 at the Marconi factory,
and from there, radio became so prolific a
communication tool that the General Post Office
had to step in as the licensing official to control
the growth of the medium. By 1922, the GPO had
over 100 requests for licenses from manufacturers
and other organisations, and so to ensure a
measured development of radio broadcasts, the
GPO recommended issuing only one license to a
consortium of manufacturers (including Marconi)
under the title of the British Broadcasting Company,
Ltd. The company formed officially on 18 October
1922 and made its first broadcast on channel 2LO
from the seventh floor of Marconi House on 14
November that year.
To head this new broadcasting conglomerate,
the government appointed John Reith as the first
General Manager for the BBC in mid-December
1922. Mr. Reith had served in the army during
World War I and had had no experience in
broadcasting before applying for the manager
post on seeing a newspaper advertisement for
the position. He was admittedly out of his depth
for the position, having to deal with copyrights,
patents, music publishers, artists’ associations,
performance rights, and more, though he felt he
had the credentials to “manage any company”
given his military background. Despite this lack
of prior experience, he proved to be an immensely
capable manager who helped shape the BBC
during its formative years and remained in charge

John Reith

until 1938. Making up the rules as he went along,
Reith proved an innovative leader who had to use
his army engineer’s background to craft standards
and practices that the corporation would follow for
decades.
In September 1923, one of the BBC’s most
influential documents began publication with the
first issue of the Radio Times. The periodical
provided a schedule of the corporation’s limited
programmes, but also served as an educational
resource for budding amateur enthusiasts as well
as carrying the manufacturers’ advertisements for
the newest radio equipment. The RT was also the
only place to find the radio schedule, as newspapers
viewed it as a competing medium and thus refused
to publish it. The magazine began as a joint effort
between the BBC and publisher George Newnes,
and the latter type-set, printed and distributed
the RT himself until the corporation bought the
publication fully under its control in 1925.
The BBC’s first major test came during the
General Strike in 1926. At the time, the BBC was
in renegotiations with the GPO over its license, an
issue that was left up to the Crawford Committee.
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Several of the manufacturers wanted out due to
the unprofitable nature of the consortium, while
Reith wanted the BBC to become a public service.
Reith wanted the BBC to maintain its monopoly
and serve the public interest, feeling its expansion
should be funded by the government for the general
welfare. Meanwhile, the General Council of
the Trades Union Congress was trying to get the
British government to stop wage reduction and
improve the conditions for the nation’s coal miners.
Negotiations between the TUC and the government
broke down, and the strike began on 3 May 1926.
The strike had an effect of temporarily halting
newspaper production, rendering the BBC the only
source of regular news.
Behind closed doors, Reith was firmly on the
side of the government with regards to the strike,
even letting the Prime Minister broadcast from his
own home. This helped to keep the government
out of the BBC’s business insofar as they did not
attempt to use the radio service as its mouthpiece.
The BBC then presented some of the most even
coverage of the strike, representing the viewpoints
of both the workers and the government during the
work stoppage. This cemented the BBC’s audience
as well as establishing its reputation for fair and
balanced reporting. The company came out of 1926
in a strong position, and the Government accepted
the Crawford Committee’s recommendation that
the BBC have a new status as a non-commercial,
Crown-chartered organization in 1927, then
becoming the British Broadcasting Corporation.
The original 1927 charter established objectives,
powers, and obligations of the BBC, entrusting
John Reith as its Director-General to execute the
document’s provisions.
1928 would see another leap for the BBC as
construction began on Broadcasting House. The
corporation had operated its radio broadcasts out
of Marconi House and buildings in the Strand
and Savoy Hill, but Broadcasting House would
be its first purpose-built headquarters for radio
broadcasting. G. Val Mayer designed it in an
Art Deco style for the exterior, while Raymond
McGrath designed the interior in a similar vein. Its
Portland stone structure contained all the studios,
and the building’s steel shell provided acoustic
“buffering.” For a time, its construction was
held up as nearby residents were concerned about
it blocking the natural light for their homes on
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Langham Street. It took four years to complete, and
programmes slowly began moving over in 1932,
with the first broadcast being that of Henry Hall
and the BBC Dance Orchestra on 15 March. That
same year, King George V would become the first
monarch to use radio as a broadcast medium to
reach his subjects.
Meanwhile, as Broadcasting House was
going up, something else revolutionary was being
born. Scottish engineer John Logie Baird had
been experimenting with television since 1924,
beaming the first images across a room and later
demonstrated his experiments at Selfridge’s
and the Royal Institution. He also used BBC
frequencies to broadcast some of his images from
studios at Covent Garden in 1929. In 1930, he
would broadcast the BBC’s first televised drama,
The Man with the Flower in His Mouth, ushering
in the television era for the broadcaster. Baird’s
technology could only broadcast thirty lines of
resolution, as opposed to 2,160 lines of resolution
by the latest 4K televisions. Limited regular
broadcasts then began in 1934, and the BBC
established its first television studio at Alexandra
Palace in 1936 along with starting the BBC
Television Service.
By 1937, technology advanced enough that
televisions had 405 lines of resolution. 1937
would also see the BBC’s first outside television
broadcast as the corporation filmed the coronation
of King George VI. Unfortunately, the outbreak
of World War II in 1939 would see a suspension
of the television service for the duration of the
conflict. In response to the danger presented by
the London Blitz, the BBC would move much its
radio broadcasting out of London to Bristol and
then Bedford. St. Paul’s Church in Bedford actually
became the home studio for the daily service until
1945. The BBC Television Service would resume
on 7 June 1946 with Jasmine Bligh as the first
presenter back on the air. October 1946 would see
the beginning of television programming dedicated
solely to children, with shows such as Muffin the
Mule being broadcast from the corporation’s new
television studios at Lime Grove.
One of the biggest changes to the BBC to occur
post-war was the introduction of the television
license. As mentioned earlier, at the advent of the
company back in 1922, the General Post Office
was responsible for issuing licenses to amateur and

Clockwise from Top Left: Blackadder, Doctor Who (Tennant Years), Yes Minister, House of Cards

professional radio operators. Besides broadcasting,
those who wanted to receive radio broadcasts paid
a fee of 10 shillings. With the resumption of the
BBC Television Service in 1946, the Post Office
merged the receiving radio broadcast license with
television reception, and the cost for both was a
mere £2 (roughly £76 today). With the advent of
color television in the 1960s (more on that later), a
surcharge was added to cover the new technology.
The cost has subsequently risen nearly every
year, though the license fee was frozen in 2016 at
£145.50 while the BBC’s Charter was renegotiated
and now sits at £147 as of April 2017. While some
try to get by without the license, the penalty for
owning a television and not having a license is
roughly £1,000 plus any incidental legal costs and
compensation.
Television would only grow as a medium with
Newsreel beginning in January 1948 and the first
televised Olympic Games in the summer. While
only 100,000 British homes had televisions by
this time, the BBC still broadcast 68.5 hours of

live coverage during the games. The next year
would see the return of live weather broadcasts
that had been pursued tepidly before the war.
Things were relatively quiet until ITV came along
in 1955 to challenge the BBC’s monopoly on the
television airwaves. The new company was a direct
result of the Television Act 1954, which created
the Independent Television Authority (later the
Independent Broadcast Authority) to regulate the
growing medium and license franchises. More
insight into the government was provided during
the 1950s as the first live broadcast proceedings of
the House of Commons were made in 1950 and the
coronation of Queen Elizabeth II was transmitted in
1953.
One major event that took place in 1956 was the
establishment of the Radiophonic Workshop. The
workshop was established because the BBC wanted
to develop its own music and sound effects for the
radio and television programmes it produced. The
workshop would craft some of the most innovative
sounds over the next few decades, including Doctor
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The former BBC Television Centre (now closed)

Who’s famous TARDIS dematerialization sound
effect and the programme’s theme tune. The
Radiophonic Workshop would not close up shop
until 1993 when the corporation determined the
department was no longer viable. In 1958, one of
the BBC’s most important children’s programmes
would be born when Blue Peter premiered on 16
October. Head of Children’s Television at the time,
Owen Reed, wanted a programme that catered to
children ages 5 to 8 and represented a “voyage of
adventure.” Still running today, it would have a
major influence with lines such as “And now for
something completely different” and the famed
Blue Peter Badge becoming established parts of
British culture.
Blue Peter would also become one of the first
television programmes to move into the famed
BBC Television Centre when it opened in 1960.
Much like Broadcasting House before it, Television
Centre was purpose-built for TV broadcasting. The
building was designed by Graham Dawborn, who
was initially stumped by having to design a building
for the triangular property. The story goes that he
went to a local pub where he drew the boundaries
of the land on an envelope with a big question mark
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over it. This ended up becoming the basis for his
design that would permit eight tv studios, offices,
production galleries, recording studios, and separate
entrances for guests and delivery trucks.
Construction on Television Centre actually
began in 1950, but government restrictions on
the building made the process a lengthy one. The
sanctions on building and the licensing of materials
stopped the construction until 1953, and in the
meantime, the BBC opted to renovate its studios at
Lime Grove, Hammersmith, and Shepard’s Bush
Empire. Stage One including the TVC scenery
block was the first part of the center built, while
Stage 2 and the canteen block followed in 1954.
The next year would see work begin on the circular
office block that composed Stage 3. By the time the
building opened in 1960, studio TC3 was the first to
be completed. The studio would become home to
many of the BBC’s most famous programmes from
Monty Python’s Flying Circus to Strictly Come
Dancing.
When the Independent Television Authority
determined that ITV didn’t have enough quality
programming, it gave the license for a new
television station to the BBC, ultimately creating

BBC Two in 1964. The new station caused the
name of BBC Television Service to change to BBC
One. BBC One would become the home to most
of the mainstream and popular programmes over
the years, while BBC Two was populated with the
more intellectual programmes and films, including
documentaries such as The Ascent of Man, and
eventually automotive magazine Top Gear. BBC
Two would also become a testing ground for other
shows that would eventually move to BBC One
such as Have I Got News for You and The Great
British Bakeoff. The channel later broadcast the
corporation’s first dedicated block of morning
children’s programming, which would eventually
evolve into CBBC and CBeebies.
Science-Fiction television programming
would change forever in 1963. The BBC’s then
Head of Drama, Sydney Newman, wanted a new
programme that would help teach kids about
history by using time travel. The programme that
he eventually developed with the corporation’s
first female producer, Verity Lambert, would
become the worldwide phenomenon that is Doctor
Who. Featuring the alien known as The Doctor,
his granddaughter Susan, and her teachers Ian and
Barbara, the first episode hit a stumbling block as
it was overshadowed by news concerning the death
of US President John F. Kennedy when it premiered
the same week. The first episode was rebroadcast
a week later, but the programme really took off
with the introduction of the Doctor’s most famous
enemies, the Daleks. After leading actor William
Hartnell was forced to leave the show in 1966 due
to ill health, the writers came up with the concept
of regeneration so that Doctor Who could continue
with a new actor as the Doctor. This plot device
kept the original version of the show going until
1987, coming back for a 1996 television pilot film
and the current programme that began in 2005.
1966 would also see another major innovation
for the BBC with the advent of color television.
The corporation announced that it would soon
bring color to television screens in 1966, though
it would be another year before its first colorized
broadcast to the public. The BBC had actually
experimented with color transmissions for the first
time in 1957 with broadcasts made to both houses
of Parliament, but would not bring the technology
to the masses for another nine years. BBC Two was
the first to experiment with color broadcasts when

Anglotopia’s Top 10 BBC
Comedies
1. Yes, Minister
2. Monty Python
3. ‘Allo ‘Allo
4. As Time Goes By
5. Blackadder
6. Dad’s Army
7. Fawlty Towers
8. Keeping Up Appearances
9. Only Fools And Horses
10. Red Dwarf

it televised Wimbledon with the new technology
on 1 July 1967. BBC Two Controller David
Attenborough said at the time that at least five hours
of programming per week would be dedicated to
color, but by December, 80% of the channels shows
were in color. At the time, a color receiver cost
about £250 along with the supplemental license fee.
Color would be extended to BBC One in 1969 and
was completely in effect by 1976.
Local radio stations such as Radio London
also began to appear at the time, spurred on
by the existence of pirate radio ships. These
maverick stations, such as Radio Caroline, were
headquartered on ships anchored in the North
Sea and broadcast popular music that wasn’t as
widely available on BBC Radio. As they weren’t
government sponsored, they also featured copious
amounts of advertising that eventually forced
the BBC to permit nationally based advertising
services. The corporation was also encouraged to
diversify its broadcasts across multiple stations,
having Radio 1 play popular music to compete with
the pirates, Radio 2 featured “easy listening,” Radio
3 had classical music and cultural programming,
and Radio 4 focused primarily on news and
information.
The 1970s continued to push innovation as
the BBC partnered with Open University to bring
higher education to the masses through early
morning and late-night educational programmes.
Even today, Open University and the BBC’s
partnership continues to bring new ways of
learning to the public through online videos that
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Anglotopia’s Top 10 BBC
Dramas
1. Doctor Who
2. Pride & Prejudice
3. Upstairs Downstairs
4. Life on Mars
5. House of Cards
6. Call the Midwife
7. The Forsyte Saga
8. Bleak House
9. All Creatures Great and Small
10. Our Friends in the North

cover everything from the color spectrum to how
cars are built. 1972 saw the introduction of news
programming aimed at children and young people
called Newsround. With John Craven at the helm,
Newsround brought kids current events from all
over the world and even broke news stories such as
Pope John Paul I’s assassination and the Challenger
explosion. 1974 then saw the introduction of
Ceefax. Ceefax was a Teletext service originally
begun as a captioning system for the corporation’s
programmes but grew to provide full pages of
information on news, sports, and more. It ceased
to be used in 2012 when the information service
switched over the being completely digital.
Many of the BBC’s most endearing television
programmes also got their start in the 1970s.
Leaving Monty Python to follow his own path,
John Cleese started the show Fawlty Towers with
his then-wife Connie Booth. Other comedies
such as Are You Being Served? Last of the
Summer Wine and Porridge also kept audiences
laughing. However, comedy wasn’t the only
new programming that got viewers attention.
Now known the world over for his exceptional
nature documentaries, David Attenborough began
broadcasting his Life of Earth series in 1979, which
led to decades of bringing the true majesty of nature
to the public.
The 1980s marked new challenges for
the United Kingdom and the BBC. With the
premiership of Margaret Thatcher beginning in
1979, her Conservative government brought a wave
of deregulation that further loosened the BBC’s grip
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on the radio and television industries in Britain.
Under the Broadcasting Act 1980, the Independent
Broadcasting Authority became further empowered
to create another TV license. Competitor ITV was
joined by the commercially-sponsored Channel 4
in 1982 and its Welsh counterpart, S4C. However,
audiences were still tuning into the BBC in droves
thanks to new programmes such as Eastenders and
Breakfast Time, as well as major events including
the Falklands War, Live Aid, and the Wedding of
Prince Charles to Diana Spencer, the non-royal who
became beloved as the “People’s Princess.”
New technology drove innovation in the 1990s.
The twenty-four-hour news stations that had
become popular in the United States convinced the
BBC to launch their own constant news channel in
1997. While the BBC was only second to get into
the game in Britain, BBC News 24 immediately
made its impact in a world where constant-access
to the news was becoming necessary to keep the
public informed. BBC Radio also expanded itself
to BBC Radio 5, which also covered news, opinion,
and sports in 1994. 1997 saw the advent of the
BBC’s website, bbc.co.uk, and the corporation
provided its first digital channel the next year with
BBC Choice. Choice not only offered news and
information on demand but also played host to
many “behind the scenes” shows that let audiences
in on how they’re favorite programmes were made.
This station became BBC Three in 2003, airing
more innovative programmes such as The Mighty
Boosh and Being Human until it was finally closed
in 2016, becoming a web-only service.
As the British government instituted a
devolution of its powers at the beginning of the
millennium to national assemblies in Wales,
Scotland, and Northern Ireland, so the BBC split
off some of its responsibilities to regional branches
in Cardiff, Glasgow, and Belfast. This meant
that the regional headquarters had more ability to
produce their own programmes not only for local
audiences but for national consumption as well.
This was perhaps best exemplified by the revival
of Doctor Who in 2005, which was produced
and largely filmed at BBC Broadcasting House
Cardiff. Meanwhile, much of the original drama
and comedy production moved to Broadcasting
House Belfast and much of the national television
production, including many beloved panel shows,
started to be done out of BBC Pacific Quay,

which opened in 2007. BBC North also gained
expansive responsibilities in the mid-2000s at New
Broadcasting House in Manchester. Other regions
under the corporation purview include BBC West,
BBC North West, and BBC Yorkshire, amongst
others.
The digital frontier was even more firmly
embraced come the 2000s as iPlayer was launched
so that anyone could view BBC programmes on
the computers and electronic devices, that way they
wouldn’t miss a moment of the revived Strictly
Come Dancing. The “Red Button” was introduced
the next year that permitted viewers to get more
information on the programme they were watching,
answer quiz questions, and interact with their
shows in an all-new way. All these innovations
were put to use in 2012 for the Summer Olympic
Games in London and part of the revamping of
Broadcasting House, which underwent a major
renovation from 2003 to 2013. The new wings and
renovations brought everything under one roof after
Television Centre had closed in 2012. One of the
best programmes that really shows off the revamped
Broadcasting Centre is W1A, which features Hugh
Bonneville as the new Head of Values, tasked with
promoting the core purpose of the BBC while
constantly flummoxed by his subordinates.
In 2016, another chapter in the ongoing saga
between the BBC and the Conservative Party began
as the corporation’s charter was due to be renewed.
The BBC’s Royal Charter only lasts for ten years,
thus requiring it to be renewed periodically, which
naturally has a tendency towards some executive
meddling by Her Majesty’s government. When
the charter came up for renewal most recently,
some ministers desired to move the corporation
away from reliance on the government, while
others wanted more monitoring of the BBC’s
programming and approval of the charter by both
the Lords and the Commons. The approved charter,
while championing diversity in programming and
presenters that should please regional audiences, has
also been criticised for allowing communications
regulator Ofcom to have more say over how the
news is presented. The new charter also closed the
loophole that let people watch BBC programmes
through iPlayer without a television license and
a “unitary board” replacing the BBC Trust as the
governing body of the corporation. In a further
attempt to privatize the BBC’s production, the

W1A - Comedy Set in the BBC Headquarters

charter permits private companies to have the
opportunity to make produce BBC programmes,
taking some of the shows out of the house. In one
good move, the new charter will last for eleven
years instead of ten to make it less likely that it
will become a political football for parties to use in
election years.
Even as the new charter changes the workings
of broadcasting, the BBC continues on its purpose,
established by John Reith at the corporation’s
outset, to: “Inform, educate, and entertain.” Since
its creation in 1932, the BBC has sought to excel in
all three areas amidst vesting improving technology
and increasing competition. Today, it continues
to give audiences the very best in programming
with BBC News, Doctor Who, EastEnders, QI, and
more. Joining forces with ITV to create Britbox,
the BBC ensures that its reach continues not only
across the United Kingdom but the whole world.  
Always embracing new technology and methods to
meet its core mission, one can only imagine how
the BBC will evolve to meet the needs of the future
amidst its new charter.
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ROLLS-ROYCE

A British Icon of Motoring and Aviation
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wo men who could not have been more
different created the brand of Rolls-Royce.
One, Charles Rolls, was a wealthy playboy
with a love of engines, who died aged 32 when his
airplane crashed. The other, Henry Royce, was a
working-class engineering genius, who developed
not only car engines, but airplane engines too,
creating the engine for the Spitfire fighters and
the Lancaster bombers that would save the UK
in WWII. Their brand became synonymous with
luxurious and reliable motor cars, and in airplane
engines for innovation, endurance, and power.
After the death of Rolls, Royce ran the company
with such attention to detail that he made himself
seriously ill. Even then he continued to arrange
every detail, until his death in 1933. After the
war, the business foundered on the costs and
complexities of airplane-engine development and
went into receivership in 1971. After a period of
government ownership, it returned to public hands
as two separate companies – one for cars and one
for engines. Both remain in business today.
The late 19th century saw the first motor cars
on the roads of England, but they were made in
Germany and France. The earliest British-made
cars employed European components, and it was
probably Richard Stevens, a Welshman, who
produced the first all-British car in 1897. Following
the lifting of the 2-mph speed limit in 1896, driving
became more popular, and in 1900 Herbert Austin
began what was to soon become, backed by the
Vickers brothers, Wolseley Motors Limited in
Birmingham.
So when another Welshman, Charles Stewart
Rolls, met Frederick Henry Royce at the Midland
Hotel, Manchester, on the 4th of May, 1904, they
were certainly still among the pioneers of motor car
manufacturing on the British Isles. Before the end
of the year, they had their first car, the Rolls-Royce
10 hp, ready to show at the Salon de l’Automobile,
or Paris Motor Show, held in December of that year.
Neither man was a novice with cars. Henry
Royce was already 41 and had suffered the loss
of his father when he was only nine years old.
His father’s flour-milling business had failed,
forcing the family to move to London from their
home in Huntingdonshire. In those years children
began school at an older age, and after his father’s
death Royce was forced to leave school, after
only one year of education, to sell newspapers

KEY FACTS
•
•
•
•

Founded in 1904 by Henry Royce and
Charles Rolls
Pioneered luxury car manufacturing in
the UK
Pioneered airplane engine development
globally
Suffered in the general post-WWII
decline of British manufacturing

and deliver telegrams. With the financial help of
an aunt, he was apprenticed to the Great Northern
Railway Company at their engineering works in
Peterborough when he was fifteen. After only three
years he was forced to move on again, and drifted
into work with electrical lighting, for the Electric
Light and Power Company. Then, in 1884, with a
friend as a partner, he went into business making
household electric fittings. They started making
dynamos and electric cranes for businesses and
enjoyed some success. With the name F.H. Royce
& Company, by 1899 they had gone public, with
a share offering. They had outgrown their factory
in Hulme, Manchester, so opened a second one
nearby in the Trafford Park neighborhood. Increased
competition from Germany and the USA presented
a threat to the continuing strength of the business,
so Royce, who had become fascinated by motor
cars, bought some early models. HIs De Dion and
a two-cylinder Decauville seemed to him to be
poor quality, and after trying to improve them, he
decided instead to make his own car. In 1904 he
made three cars, one of which he gave to a director
of Royce & Co., called Henry Edmunds.
Edmunds was a friend of Charles Rolls, and
there could hardly have been a man more different
from Royce than Rolls was. The son of John Allan
Rolls, 1st Baron Llangattock, he had been born in a
house in prestigious Berkeley Square, although the
family home was at The Hendre, a country house
north of Monmouth, in Wales. Charles had been to
Eton, and from there he went to Trinity College,
Cambridge, but he and Royce did have one common
interest – engines. Rolls had been tinkering around
with them at Eton, earning himself the nickname
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air fatality in the UK. He was just 32 years old.
Royce was now in charge, but he had his own
problems. A workaholic to the point where his
health suffered, he became seriously ill in 1902,
and again in 1911. In 1912 he underwent major
surgery and was given a few months to live. As
one might have predicted, he ignored that and went
back to work, although he was not allowed to go
to the factory. So he managed things remotely,
living either in West Sussex or the south of France,
while the factory, laid out in 1908 to his meticulous
requirements, was in Derby, in England’s northwest.
Despite his prognosis, Royce did not die,
and the government invited him to diversify into
aircraft engines. His first was the Eagle, two of
which powered the first trans-Atlantic flight by
Alcock and Brown in 1919. The 1920s were the
great age of airplane racing, and Royce began
building aluminum-body engines specifically for
maximum power with minimum weight. Starting
with the Kestrel in 1927, he developed the larger
Buzzard, and from that the Rolls-Royce R, a 37-liter
supercharged V-12, delivering 2,800 horsepower
from a 1,640-pound engine. With it fitted into a
Supermarine S.6B seaplane and funded by the UK
government in the interests of national prestige, he
won the Schneider Trophy in 1929. A few months
after that race, the plane broke the world air-speed
record, reaching 407.5 mph.
On the motor car front, the company had
introduced a smaller, cheaper car in 1922 – the
Twenty. This was followed by the Phantom, and
it was then that the older 40/50 was transformed
into the Silver Ghost. A factory was established in
Springfield, Massachusetts, manufacturing Silver
Ghosts for the American luxury market. In 1931
they acquired the ailing Bentley business, turning it
into a smaller, more ‘sporty’ car to compliment the
sedate Rolls-Royce image.
Royce saw the military benefits of the ‘R’
engine, and with no government interest, but warclouds gathering over Europe, he worked on the
project himself. By 1932 he had the ‘PV-12’ under
development – ‘PV’ stood for ‘Private Venture.’
Although he died before its completion, the engine
was to become the Rolls-Royce Merlin, which
powered both the Spitfire fighter and the Lancaster
bomber, changing the course of history. Royce
received an OBE in 1918 and was made a Baronet

‘Dirty Rolls,’ and at Cambridge, he studied
mechanical and applied science. When he was just
18, he went to Paris, joined the Automobile Club
of France, and bought a Peugeot Phaeton. The year
was 1896, and he became the very first car owner in
Cambridge. He became a founding member of the
Automobile Club of Great Britain and campaigned
to remove the speed limit imposed on early drivers.
Realizing he was more of a promoter and
salesman than an engineer, he persuaded his father
to give him £6,600 to form C.S. Rolls & Co., one
of Britain’s first car dealerships, importing French
and Belgian cars. By comparison, Royce had saved
just £20 to invest in the founding of F.H. Royce
& Co. Rolls dealership began in early 1903, and it
was there, the following year, that Henry Edmunds
took that first car made by Frederick Royce. Rolls
interest was seized, and that fateful meeting for the
4th of May was arranged.
The success of their car in Paris led to a
partnership, Rolls-Royce Limited, formed in 1906.
Rolls brought money and a head for business, while
Royce had the technical and engineering skills.
Their cars soon began winning awards for quality
and reliability, and they were soon selling in the
USA. Their cars offered smooth, quiet rides which
appealed to the luxury market, and moved away
from the Toad of Toad Hall image of motoring. The
introduction of the 40/50, a powerful 6-cylinder car,
cemented the company’s reputation for quality and
luxury.
The younger Rolls, with no real need for the
money, soon lost interest and was a sleeping partner
by 1909. He turned to airplanes, bought a Wright
Brothers plane, and became a pilot. The following
year, at an air-show at Hengistbury Airfield,
Bournemouth, he died in a crash, becoming the first
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in 1930, putting him finally in the same social
class as his old partner, Charles Rolls. He became
ill again and died at his home on the 30th of April
1933.
After WWII, all car production moved to the
Crewe factory in Cheshire, where the airplane
engines had been made during the war. But the
post-war years of austerity were not an ideal
time to be selling luxury cars, so they began to
concentrate on engine manufacturer, producing
their first diesel engines for cars in 1951. They also
began producing turbo-prop airplane engines, as
the industry transitioned into jet propulsion, and
began producing jet engines, notably the RB163
Spey, used to power numerous early jet aircraft.
The development of jet engines was notoriously
expensive, and the financial rewards uncertain
and far off. Consequently, the company entered
a period of financial hardship, culminating in a
voluntary entry into receivership at the beginning
of 1971. This was despite a series of government
loans and subsidies aimed at shoring-up the
company and protecting its 80,000 employees,
as well as its technical prowess. At the time, they
were developing the RB211 turbofan engine for the
Lockheed Tristar, so trans-Atlantic relations were
put under threat, but after a fire-sale of assets and
a complete company re-organization, Lockheed
finally got their engines just over a year later, but
too late to avoid being beaten by the McDonnell
Douglas DC-10 to be the first long-range jet plane.
The car division limped along under
receivership through the 1970s, and public
confidence in the business was so eroded that
when a share offering was floated in 1973, 80%
of the shares were not taken up, and subsequently
bought by the government to preserve the jobs
of employees. After further re-structuring, and a
merger with Vickers, the engineering company, the
government was able to successfully re-privatize the
company in 1987, by selling its shares to the public.
Today, ‘Roll-Royce’ is the airplane engine company,
with 50,000 employees and an income of £5 billion
a year. Rolls-Royce Motor Cars operates entirely
separately, as a subsidiary of the German luxury car
maker, BMW.

•
•

Rolls-Royce Motor Cars has a large
showroom at 15 Berkeley Square, Mayfair,
London W1.
Visits to the Heritage Centre of the RollsRoyce headquarters in Derby (aeronautics
manufacturer) can be arranged by prior
appointment. Contact Jayne Rogers, +44 (0)
1332 823888; heritage.trust@Rolls-Royce.
com

Charles Rolls
•
•

•

•

His grave and family memorial is in the
Church Cemetery of Llangattock-VibonAvel, 5 miles west of Monmouth.
The Hendre, his family’s country home,
in the village of Llangattock-Vibon-Avel,
is now the clubhouse of the ‘Rolls of
Monmouth Golf Club.’
There is a circular memorial stone set in
the ground at the Upper School location of
St Peter’s Catholic Comprehensive School,
built on the site of Hengistbury Airfield,
where he died.
There is an 8-foot statue of Rolls in
Agincourt Square, Monmouth, Wales. It
was erected in 1911. Having been planned
as a celebration of his successes, it became
a memorial to his death. There is another
statue of him on Marine Parade, in Dover.

Henry Royce
•

•

•
•
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There is a plaque on the interior wall of
Alwalton Church, Derbyshire, the village
where Royce was born. It may contain his
ashes, but they are also kept in an urn, at the
company’s headquarters.
There is a blue plaque on the gate pillar of
Quarndon House, in the Derbyshire village
of Quarndon, where he lived between 1908
and 1911.
There is a memorial stained-glass window in
Westminster Abbey, erected in 1962.
There is a statue of Royce outside the
company headquarters of Rolls-Royce, on
Moor Lane, in the town of Derby.

THE SLANG PAGE
British Railway Terms

Tube - Nickname for the London Underground
Railway - Railroad is an American term, do not use this
term when talking about Britain’s rails.
Heritage Railway - Usually a steam railway but
sometimes diesel operating on dis-used lines

your destination. Currently the only two left are the
Cornish Rivera Sleeper and the Caledonian Sleeper (to
Scotland).
Terminus - Where a railway line ends or terminates.
Trainspotter - Person with an intense interest in trains,
many will keep track of every locomotive they come
across in a notebook.

Beeching Cuts - Dr Beeching famously cut many of
Britain’s branch lines in the 60’s leading to closure of
stations all across the country. Some argue the system
has never recovered.

East Coast Mainline - Mainline railway that runs
roughly along the east coast of Britain north to
Scotland.

Varsity Line - The line that used to connect Oxford to
Cambridge. Fell out of use and is now being rebuilt.

West Coast Mainline - Mainline railway that runs
roughly along the west coast of Britain north to
Scotland.

HS1 - The high speed railway incorporating the
Eurostar service to mainland Europe through the
Channel Tunnel.

Great Western Railway - Famous railway built by
Brunel that services the west of England an the west
country.

HS2 - High Speed 2 - A brand new high speed railway
that will be constructed in the 2020’s and link London
to Birmingham.

Footbridge - Bridge that allows you to cross tracks
safely to get to another platform at a station.

Bogie - The undercarriage assembly of rolling stock
incorporating the train wheels, suspension, brakes and,
in powered units, the traction motors

Single Day Return - A single ticket that allows a return
journey.

Main Line - A principal rail artery.

Level Crossing - Street-level crossing of railway
tracks.

Branch Line - A minor line that branches off the main
line, usually has less frequent service.

Network Rail - Quasi-state owned company that owns
all the railway tracks and most stations. Responsible for
maintaining the tracks and other infrastructure. Train
operating companies lease access to the network and
pay for its use.

Parliamentary Train - A train service that operates
solely because it has to be in order to keep a train
franchise. It’s often cheaper to just run these ‘ghost’
trains than go through the process to kill a route/line/
station.

British Rail/British Railways - The former state
owned company that ran Britain’s railways from the
1940’s to the 90’s.

Points - Where trains connect and divege on a line.
Points failure is a common problem that causes delays.

Nationalisation - Catch all term used to define
the policy of taking the railways and the operating
companies completely back into public ownership.

Signal Failure - When the train signals break which
means trains can’t operate safely because the train
driver does not know if the tracks ahead are clear.

Through Station - Station where the trains pass
through rather than terminate.

Sleeper Service - Train service where you can
book a bed and sleep overnight and wake up in
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