anglotopia-magazine-issue-16-new-cover-for-ingram.indd 1

6/18/20 3:23 PM

anglotopia-magazine-issue-16-new-cover-for-ingram.indd 2

6/18/20 3:24 PM

TABLE OF CONTENTS
The Sea City: Southampton…………......………….2
The Queen as Mother ................……….…………16
The Opium Wars……..………………………….20
Jeeves & Wooster………….…..……………….30
This English Life………………………………….34
Lotus Cars History……………………………..…36
Hidden Piccadilly Circus………………………….40
An English Cottage………………….…….…..…..50
The A4 Locomotive………….………………..…56
Christopher Marlowe……………………………..61
The Slang Page……..………….……..……………64

ABOUT THE MAGAZINE
The Anglotopia Magazine is published quarterly by
Anglotopia LLC, a USA registered Corporation. All
contents copyrighted and may not be reproduced
without permission.
Letters to the Editors may be sent via email to:
info@anglotopia.net
Photos: Cover: Dyrham Park, This Page: Salisbury,
Wiltshire, Back Cover: Sturminster Newton Mill
Inside Back Cover: Pilgrim’s Steps St Michael’s
Mount, Cornwall

1

THE SEA CITY

EXPLORING SOUTHAMPTON AND ITS MAYFLOWER 400 CONNECTIONS
By Laura Porter
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T

his historic city is steeped in maritime
heritage including The Mayflower and RMS
Titanic. The core of modern Southampton
is a medieval town whose prosperity depended on
trade with the Continent. Reminders of the past can
still be seen as Southampton has some of the most
complete medieval town walls in the country.

MOMENTS IN HISTORY
Do look out for the plaques along The
High Street sidewalk (pavement) that note
important historical events for the city.

Today the city is known as the cruise capital of
Europe. (Cunard celebrated its 100th anniversary
here in November 2019.) And having two
universities in the city ensures there’s a vibrant
atmosphere with an impressive cultural and retail
offering.

City Walls
Southampton became a major port following the
Norman Conquest in 1066. But it was the French
invasion in 1338 that encouraged Edward III to
order the building of the city walls. It took until
1380 for the walls to be completed and roughly half
of the walls, thirteen of the original towers and six
gates still survive.

LOCATION & TRAVEL
Southampton is in Hampshire on England’s south
coast. It is the largest city in south-east England and
70 miles from London. It’s an easy train journey
with direct trains from London Waterloo taking
under 1.5 hours.

The Bargate was originally built around 1180
as part of an earlier wall to keep out intruders
and impress upon visitors the status of the town.
By 1620, the Bargate was a busy centre for tax
collection and reporting, with all goods entering or
leaving the city having to pass through this gate.

Sheltered from the Channel by the Isle of Wight,
Southampton has a ‘double tide’ making it ideal as a
cruise and ferry port. There’s also a regional airport
and the convergence of two major motorways (M27
and M3).

Jane Austen

HISTORICAL CONNECTIONS

The novelist Jane Austen lived in Southampton
from 1806-1809. Her family moved here following
the death of her father, and they eventually settled
in a “commodious old-fashioned” house in Castle
Square. She celebrated her 18th birthday in the firstfloor ballroom at the Dolphin Hotel, then the best
hotel in the town.

King Canute

Titanic

King Canute was King of England from 1016, of
Denmark from 1018 and Norway from 1028. He
was declared King of England in Southampton and
locals say this was where he tried to hold back the
water; supposedly to demonstrate why it was futile
worshipping secular powers as only God was allpowerful. True or not, it’s the origin of the saying
“trying to stop the tide” meaning to stop something
from continuing or worsening.

RMS Titanic left Southampton on 10 April 1912
as the biggest most luxurious ship in the world.
The tragic sinking of the ship left a city of widows
as over three-quarters of the crew had lived in
Southampton. The White Star Shipping Company,
owners of the Titanic, posted notices each day
outside their offices on Canute Road with news of
confirmed deaths and survivors. 549 Southampton
people died in the disaster.

Southampton is a great base for exploring this
area of England as the New Forest National Park
is nearby, as well as historic Winchester and naval
Portsmouth.
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World War Two

DID YOU KNOW?

Most of the city walls and historic buildings were
well-maintained until the Second World War Blitz
in 1940. About 33,000 bombs fell on Southampton
during the Second World War causing damage to
around 45,000 buildings. Most of the Georgian
architecture was lost as 80% of the city was
destroyed.

All the Kings and Queens of England, from
Henry II to our present Queen, have passed
through the central arch of Southampton’s
Bargate.

For more than three years, Southampton was home
to the American Army 14th Major Port and 3.5
million British, American, Canadian and other
troops passed through on their way to France. 60%
of all the American troops and equipment shipped
from British ports to the Continent went from
Southampton.

well as being an excellent location to buy supplies,
the water is one of the world’s largest natural
harbours and offers a safe anchorage, plus its unique
double tide provides easy access for 16 hours every
day.
The Mayflower sailed from London with about 70
people on board and arrived in Southampton on 29
July 1620. The Speedwell arrived in early August
with less than 50 passengers from The Netherlands.
There were already concerns about the Speedwell
which required repairs after developing a leak.
While the work was carried out, both ships stayed in
Southampton for a few weeks, and the two captains
met and planned the voyage.

The Allies D-Day invasion of Normandy began on 6
June 1944. Around 300 American servicemen who
were waiting to board, carved their names and state
initials into the brickwork on the ‘American Wall’
along Western Esplanade. This can still be seen
behind The Grand Harbour Hotel.

MAYFLOWER HISTORY

According to Southampton’s Book of Instruments
records, a ship called Speedwell was built locally
in 1606 by Esay Whittliffe. This may have been
the vessel intended for this famous voyage, but this
cannot be confirmed.

In previous issues of Anglotopia magazine, we have
looked at Plymouth (issue 13) and Harwich (issue
15). From November 2019 to November 2020 there
is a year of commemorations to mark 400 years
since the Mayflower sailed to the New World. You
can see more about all the locations involved at
mayflower400uk.org.

We are told, the ships were anchored just off
West Quay. The settlers from London (economic
migrants) and religious Separatists met for the first
time in Southampton along with the servants of
both and the crew. It’s thought the settlers and crew
shopped during the day and slept back on board
both ships. The people of the town would have been
suspicious about the Separatists, so it is likely that
they kept a low profile during their short stay here.

Southampton was an established town in 1620
(population c.4,200), and a vital port for both
imports and exports making it an important source
of tax revenue for the Crown. You could buy all
your ship supplies on the High Street (then called
English Street) as there were 150 merchants in the
area from saddlers and bakers to rope makers and
butchers.

The town had established trading links with
Virginia and Newfoundland, so there was an
experienced pool of seamen who had previously
made the dangerous Atlantic crossing. John Alden,
a cooper, joined the Mayflower in Southampton.
Southampton was famous for its wine dealers, and
there were many coopers in the town at the time. All

The religious Separatists coming from Leiden on
The Speedwell couldn’t go to London to meet
The Mayflower as they would have been arrested
or worse, so Southampton was chosen as the
rendezvous point for the voyage to America. As
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MAYFLOWER 400
COMMEMORATIONS

provisions, as well as water and wine, were stored
in barrels, so having someone on board to look after
the barrels was important. He travelled with the
agreement that he could remain in Virginia or return
on the Mayflower. At this time, it was intended
that the Speedwell would remain in Virginia and
be used for cod fishing and exploration. Salted cod
would be sent back to Britain to raise much-needed
revenue and barrels would be needed for this. John
Alden chose to stay and went on to become one of
the Founding Fathers and inspiration to the poet
Longfellow.

The Mayflower is already remembered in
Southampton with the Mayflower Theatre,
Mayflower Village pub, Mayflower Gym, the
Mayflower cruise terminal and the Mayflower Park
which is the best vantage point to watch cruise
ships. There is also a Mayflower Memorial on Town
Quay that was erected in 1913. It has a replica
of the ship on the top and plaques to important
passengers including John Alden, Edward Winslow,
William Brewster and Stephen Hopkins.

It is thought William Brewster also slipped aboard
here, having been in hiding after publishing material
that angered King James. (William Bradford and
William Brewster were the leaders of a group of
Separatists.) Brewster came from Leiden on the
Speedwell with his wife Mary and two youngest
children, Love and Wrestling.

As part of the national Mayflower 400
commemorations, 2020 sees the most ambitious
programme of cultural and heritage events ever seen
in Southampton.
The Illuminate Light Festival formally opened the
Southampton commemorations on 29 November
2019, and a further light festival will close the year
in November 2020.

Stephen Hopkins from Hampshire also joined here
and is known as the only Mayflower passenger
with prior New World experience, having been
shipwrecked in Bermuda in 1609. He was the father
of Oceanus the baby born on the crossing.

The ‘Walk the Walls’ heritage trail takes visitors
along Southampton’s exceptionally preserved
medieval town walls. It’s worth exploring as the Old
Town has over 90 listed buildings and more than 30
ancient monuments.

As an aside, the 3rd Earl of Southampton was a
major investor in the London Virginia Company
who had been licensed by James I to issue patents
for land in Virginia. Without a patent, there was
no claim to the land settled. He was possibly in a
bisexual relationship with William Shakespeare.
The Earl told Shakespeare about Hopkin’s
shipwreck, and it became the basis for his play ‘The
Tempest’.

The Southampton ABP Marathon in April will take
on a Mayflower theme for 2020 with a spectatorfriendly route of coast, city and parks.
Nuffield Southampton Theatres has developed a
city-wide production turning mass community
participation into a unique story about
Southampton’s extraordinary history of journeys.
‘The Journey’ will be on in August 2020. And The
Mayflower Theatre has commissioned and will be
showing four new musicals in August 2020.

On Saturday 15 August 1620 the two ships weighed
anchor and set sail. As The Speedwell was taking on
water, both stopped a short distance down the coast
at Dartmouth 8 days later for further repairs.
They set off again, and The Speedwell became unfit
for purpose so was abandoned at Plymouth where
everyone boarded The Mayflower.

THINGS TO SEE AND DO IN
SOUTHAMPTON
Walking Tours
There are regular hidden history walking tours
9

10

available around the city to see the buildings that
would have been familiar to the passengers of the
Mayflower in 1620 as the street layout is the same
as today.

The church has been here since 1070 (although
this building is from the 15th century with 18th
and 19th-century alterations) making it the oldest
building still in use in the city. It survived the World
War Two bombing when all other churches on the
Medieval foundation were destroyed.

Your Guide from See Southampton will be able to
give you access to the 16th-century wine vaults.
These underground stores and workshops were used
by French weavers under the rule of Elizabeth I and
as air raid shelters in World War Two. They are used
annually for ‘Music in the City’ when live music is
put on in unusual venues across Southampton city
centre.

(The Separatists didn’t need anywhere to worship
as the basis of their belief was that you did not need
a priest to be able to communicate with God and
that you did not need to attend church. Worshipping
without a priest was in direct contravention of the
rules of the church contained in the 39 Articles
which said that to lead a congregation, you had to
be an ordained priest.)

The Mayflower 400 trail app offers self-guided
walks, and you can ‘Walk the Walls’ too.

Church of Holy Rood
Tudor House & Garden
The crew worshipped at the Church of Holy Rood
that this is now a bombed-out shell on the High
Street. Sailors would go there to make peace before
leaving on a voyage. It is important to point out
that church attendance was expected and that nonattendance was punishable by a fine. Do see the
13-tonne QE2 anchor nearby.

This is Southampton’s most important historic
building, reflecting over 800 years of history in the
original walled town. The timber-framed building
was built in the late 15th century, with King John’s
Palace, an adjacent Norman house accessible from
Tudor House Garden, dating back a further 300
years.

Medieval Merchant’s House
A former merchant’s house, it is on the edge of the
city walls where the water used to reach so they
could load and unload boats straight into the house.
It has been a museum since 1912, and there’s an
audio guide to use as you tour the building and hear
the stories of the people who lived here.

Just off the High Street, is an original 14th-century
merchant house. As with the Tudor House Museum,
this was a home for the merchant upstairs and a
ground floor warehouse. There may have been
underground stores too. Built in 1290, it has been
restored to its mid-14th-century appearance and has
replica period furnishings. Run by English Heritage,
it has very limited opening hours.

You don’t need a museum ticket to go to the cafe
overlooking the tranquil garden. The Tudor knot
garden is based on drawings from the 1600s and
is planted with medicinal herbs and bee-friendly
plants. The garden would have been used both for
pleasure and decoration, as well as for growing
herbs and items for the kitchens.

SeaCity Museum
Open since 2012, the year of the Titanic centenary,
SeaCity Museum has a permanent gallery dedicated
to ‘Southampton’s Titanic Story’. The Gallery
explores the personal side of the tragedy as of the
715 crew who were from Southampton, only 175
returned.

St Michael’s Church
Across St Michael’s Square from the Tudor House
Museum is St Michael’s Church where the settlers
and the servants on The Mayflower would have
worshipped while in the town. There is a model of
The Mayflower inside.

The museum forms part of the Civic Centre
building and is housed in a former police station.
The old main courtroom has been used for the
Titanic inquiry display where you can hear words
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God’s House Tower

LAURA’S TOP 10
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Initially built to form the south-eastern cornerstone
of Southampton’s medieval defensive walls, across
its 700-year history the Tower and its surrounding
buildings have been used as the town’s gunnery,
prison, warehouse, mortuary, and from 1961 to
2011 as the city’s Museum of Archaeology. God’s
House Tower would have been the first building the
Separatists on the Speedwell would have seen when
then reached Southampton from Leiden. A 3-D
model map on display is the only complete record
of what Southampton looked like in 1620.

Tudor House Museum
God’s House Tower
Walking Tour
SS Shieldhall cruise
Southampton City Art Gallery
SeaCity Museum
Mayflower Theatre
Solent Sky
High Street pavement history plaques
Stay at the Southampton Harbour Hotel!

A seven-year £3.1million refurbishment project
means this Grade I scheduled ancient monument
has recently reopened as a new arts and heritage
venue with a permanent exhibition on the Tower’s
history, two new art galleries featuring works from
collections alongside new commissions, a cafe,
library, shop and event space. A real treat with this
building are the views from the top of the Tower,
and an elevator has been added. For any areas
where the building is not wheelchair-accessible, a
Virtual-Reality headset is available.

from the inquiry transcript, and the ground floor
toilets have been converted from prison cells.
The ‘Gateway to the World’ Gallery tells the story
of the people of the city and historical connections
with the sea through settlers, traders, exiles
and soldiers. Maritime history is brought to life
through lots of touch screen interactives. And in
the connected Pavilion, ‘Southampton Stories’ has
collections of art, archaeology, maritime and local
history.

SS Shieldhall

Southampton City Art Gallery
Next to SeaCity, and free to visit, Southampton City
Art Gallery is home to an inspiring collection of
over 500 works from the Renaissance to the present
day. The Gallery opened in 1939 so celebrated its
80th anniversary in 2019. I was amazed by how
many works they have from well-known artists
including Anthony Gormley, Paul Nash, Rachel
Whiteread, Giuseppe Arcimboldo, William Morris,
Edward Burne-Jones and Bridget Riley.
John Hansard Gallery
Also free to visit, this contemporary art gallery is
on the campus of Southampton University with the
type of modern art that may be most appreciated by
art students.

Britain’s oldest working steamship offers regular
day cruises throughout the summer months. Built
in 1955, it reflects a 1920s design and was used
in Glasgow to transport sewage out to sea. The
practice ended in the 1950s, and the vessel was
bought in 1984 and restored by volunteers.
Up to 200 passengers can enjoy the day cruises
on offer and, being so large, the journey is very
smooth. Throughout the trip, everyone is allowed
to visit the Engine Room and Boiler Room or head
up to the Bridge to talk to the Captain. If you have
ever wanted to see the Isle of Wight Cowes Week
fireworks, SS Shieldhall has a cruise giving you
an amazing view. She also goes to Poole for the
Bournemouth Air Festival in late-August and the
Southampton Boat Show in September.
As an alternative, Blue Funnel Cruises have cruises
throughout the year including dining options, and
there’s the Hythe Ferry too with the world’s oldest
pier train.
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from West End musicals to dance, opera, drama,
ballet and comedy. Nuffield Southampton Theatres
is one of the UK’s leading professional theatre
companies offering bold, innovative and exciting
drama, comedy and children’s theatre. And the O2
Guildhall puts on popular bands, talks and comedy.

Or you can get in the water at the Southampton
Water Activities Centre where you can try
windsurfing, sailing, powerboats and more.
Solent Sky
The museum includes all aviation in Hampshire
and on the Isle of Wight, the region known as
the Solent. As early aeroplanes were built by
shipbuilders, the area was the centre of the world
for aviation research and development between
1910 and 1960. Many aircraft manufacturers were
based here and built everything from biplanes to
spacecraft and, of course, the legendary Spitfire.

SHOPPING
There are two main shopping areas in the city
centre. The indoor WestQuay is home to more than
100 top name stores spread over three floors. And
the Marlands Shopping Centre has around 60 stores
across two floors. There are also shops along the
High Street.

There are more than 20 aircraft from the golden age
of aviation on display, and Solent Sky is also the
home of the Hampshire Police and Fire Heritage
Collection.

A short drive outside of the city, Hedge End has the
largest Marks and Spencer and Sainsbury’s stores in
the whole of Europe.

Evening Entertainment

EAT AND DRINK

The Mayflower Theatre is the UK’s third-largest
theatre offering spectacular touring productions

There is a range of independent cafes, bars,
restaurants and bistros on Oxford Street. The Grapes
13
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pub is where some of the Titanic’s crew went for a
last drink before sailing.

Another luxury landmark hotel is the Leonardo
Royal Hotel Southampton Grand Harbour, and
there’s also Novotel, Ibis and Ibis Budget in the city
too.

Grand Cafe, originally the South Western Hotel
where guests stayed before boarding the Titanic, has
a restaurant in what was the Wedgewood Ballroom.
It’s a good choice for afternoon tea as is the Dolphin
Hotel where Jane Austen hosted her 18th birthday
or SO:Cake a new, and rather cute, tea room in the
Cultural Quarter.

FURTHER AFIELD
The obvious choice here is heading out on the water
so if you are not taking a cruise, why not catch the
ferry over to the Isle of Wight? In under an hour
you can be at East Cowes where you could explore,
Queen Victoria’s seaside residence Osborne House.

The Pig in the Wall, as the name suggests, is in a
building along the city wall. There’s a small hotel
restaurant with outdoor seating too. The menu uses
lots of local ingredients, and there are always plenty
of fresh salads and delicious cheese boards for
sharing. Nearby the Dancing Man Brewery is in a
14th-century building that was used as a wool store
and later a prison during the Napoleonic wars. It
now houses a restaurant, bar and microbrewery.

You could take a ride on a steam train at the Mid
Hants Railway Watercress Line. Or see the last
steam-driven brickworks in the country at the
Brickworks Museum between Southampton and
Portsmouth.
Or why not explore the New Forest National Park
with its idyllic glades, ancient woodland, open
moors, heathland and cliff top walks? You can meet
animals at The New Forest Wildlife Park in the
heart of the forest, and there is an open-top New
Forest Bus Tour in the summer months too.

And the Art House Café is a lovely
gallery|venue|cafe with delicious home-cooked
vegetarian and vegan ethical organic food.

ACCOMMODATION
I had the pleasure of staying at the best hotel in
the city: Southampton Harbour Hotel & Spa. This
five-star hotel in the Ocean Village Marina has a
luxury yacht-inspired design. Open since 2017, all
99 bedrooms feature views across the water, and it
has become the hotel of choice for those cruising
to and from Southampton. The spa has a pool, and
treatment rooms and the 6th-floor rooftop bar has
fantastic panoramic marina views. There’s even a
Welcome Ambassador and Cruise Concierge to help
you enjoy your stay.
Hotels in historic locations include the Pig in
the Wall Hotel in the city walls and the Mercure
Dolphin Hotel this is actually Southampton’s oldest
hotel. And Ennios is a recommended boutique hotel
housed in a 15th-century warehouse.
Room2 Southampton is described as a ‘hometel’ as
you get the comforts of home and the convenience
of a hotel. All rooms have a kitchen, and they offer
early check-in and late check-out as standard.
15

THE LIFE OF A QUEEN
THE QUEEN AS MOTHER
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eople seem to have a lot of opinions about
Queen Elizabeth II’s mothering skills. For
good or bad we see her four children, now
grown, in the press quite a lot.
Elizabeth took the throne in 1952 upon the death
of her father, King George VI, when her son Charles
was not quite four, and Anne was not yet two, and
before their births, she was already busy with royal
duties as her father’s health failed. We can see
pictures from the Coronation of young Charles and
Anne watching from the sidelines. As a woman and
the monarch, the Queen is expected to be king and
Queen and mother all at the same time. She took all
those roles very seriously and worked hard to juggle
her royal duties and motherhood, while saying in a
letter to her parents from her honeymoon, “I only
hope that I can bring up my children in the happy
atmosphere of love and fairness which Margaret and
I have grown up in.”
The first thing Philip and Elizabeth had to
decide was what the children would be called—their
surname. Philip and his uncle and closest family
member Dickie Mountbatten were excited to think
the name Mountbatten would be the new name of
the heirs to the throne. Elizabeth, however, took
the advice of family, advisers, and Prime Minister
Winston Churchill, and insisted on her children
keeping her family’s name—Windsor.
This would be a bone of contention in the family
for years to come, Philip taking it particularly hard:
“I’m nothing but a bloody amoeba . . . I am
the only man in the country not allowed to give
his name to his children.” It was enough a topic
of conversation that in 1960 Elizabeth decided
that their direct descendants who were not called
Prince or Princess (not heirs to the throne) would
be named Mountbatten-Windsor. This seemed to
be the concession she could make to Philip’s family
name.
Philip became the primary ruler of the children,
kind of like the stay-at-home dad of today. He
made most of the daily decisions for the children’s
activities and education, even scheduling time with
each child individually on a regular basis. But
Elizabeth was not un-involved. Once she was
crowned Queen, one of the first things she did
was change the time of her weekly meeting with
the Prime Minister to Tuesday evenings at 6:30 so
that she could do bathtime and bedtime with the
children. She was also the first monarch to stop

making her children bow and curtsy to the monarch-we have to think they would be grateful for that.
And when she was in town, she spent time with
her young children at 9:30 in the morning before
spending the day on her work, and again at teatime.
Teatime was the special family meal; she speaks
very fondly of spending that time with her kids.
Elizabeth and Philip went on a royal tour in
Paris in May of 1948, Elizabeth already pregnant
and suffering from morning sickness, yet keeping it
quiet until they could get home and make the formal
announcement. Charles Philip Arthur George was
born in November 1948 at Buckingham Palace
with four doctors and one midwife in attendance,
but no Prince Philip (not unusual for fathers of the
time). He was playing squash in the other end of
the Palace. When their son was born, her father,
King George’s press secretary, said, “I knew she’d
do it! She’d never let us down.” It seems that
even in childbirth, the future Queen was getting it
right. King George VI was “simply delighted,” and
Elizabeth herself said, “I still find it hard to believe
that I really have a baby of my own,” exactly like
every new mother says when she has her first
child. Elizabeth nursed the baby herself for the first
two months until she contracted measles (a side
effect of not going to public school as a child) and
Charles had to be sent away temporarily to keep
him healthy. Charles was cared for in infancy and
childhood by two Scottish nannies and his own
nursery footman whose job it was to maintain the
royal baby carriage, among other things.
When Charles was born, Philip was still in
active service in the Royal Navy, and Elizabeth
was not yet Queen. Philip was soon posted to
Malta, leaving as second-in-command on the HMS
Chequers. Elizabeth wanted to be with him and
certainly had the staff to watch the baby, so six
days after Charles’s first birthday, in November
1949, Elizabeth went to Malta for five weeks.
Charles spent that Christmas with his grandparents
at Sandringham, the royal estate in Norfolk. The
future Queen had some royal duties, but mostly
enjoyed the freedom and anonymity of life in
Malta, living at the Mountbatten’s villa, learning to
ride side-saddle (a loathsome but necessary skill),
driving around with Philip in his convertible, and
learning her new favorite hobby--photography.
Elizabeth comes back in May already pregnant with
Anne.
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Philip had just returned from Malta when Anne
Elizabeth Alice Louise was born at Clarence House
in London in August 1950. Just a couple of months
later, Elizabeth left again for Malta with Philip,
the two children staying with their grandparents
for another Christmas at Sandringham. King
George and Queen Elizabeth were crazy about their
grandchildren, spending a lot of time with them
and getting to know them well. The next year after
Elizabeth and Philip had been on tour in Canada and
the United States, the couple returned three days
after Charles’s third birthday. Even though they
had been gone a month, it was not an affectionate
public reunion with the children at Euston Station.
Elizabeth hugged her mother and Margaret and
gave Charles a peck on the cheek, causing the press
to write “Britain’s heiress presumptive puts her
duty first. Motherly love must await the privacy of
Clarence House.” Charles left the station with his
grandparents, not his parents. Christmas of 1951
is the first year the family is all together for the
holiday.
When the King dies in 1952, Elizabeth’s life
changes dramatically. Philip soon leaves the Navy,
and the family moves from Clarence House to
Buckingham Palace.
Elizabeth also gets a new private secretary,
Martin Charteris, who stays with her for the next
several decades.
Charteris is very good to Elizabeth and a
better match for Philip—congenial, dedicated,
kind, and great with Elizabeth’s public affairs. It
is also about this time that Philip takes over more
of the management of the household, the children,
and the royal estates, especially now that he is
no longer working at the Admiralty. “Philip is
terribly independent,” says the Queen, and Philip
comments, “I had to try to support the Queen as best
I could without getting in the way. The difficulty
was to find things that might be useful.”
The popular view is that Philip was too harsh
on the children and the Queen too lenient, but we’re
left to wonder how fair that view really is. It does
seem, however, that Philip never really understood
young Charles, thinking him too soft and awkward.
Yet Philip took an active role in raising him,
choosing for Charles the same school in Scotland
that he had gone to. Charles hated it and called it
a prison sentence, but his dad said, “Children may
be indulged at home, but school is expected to be
18

a Spartan and disciplined experience in the process
of developing in self-controlled, considerate and
independent adults.”
Young Princess Anne, however, was more
athletic, intelligent and clever but not particularly
academic, more self-confident than Charles, and
excelled at horseback riding and sailing (she would
later go on to earn an equestrian medal at the
Olympics in Montreal in 1976).
She enjoyed her boarding school in Hampshire
and didn’t seem to suffer much from some detached
parenting, saying in her later years, “as all mothers,
she’s put up with a lot, and we’re still on speaking
terms, so I think that’s no mean feat.”
Pamela Mountbatten, Elizabeth and Philip’s
cousin commented on the couple not sharing a
bedroom, saying, “In England the upper class
always have had separate bedrooms. You don’t
want to be bothered with snoring, or someone
flinging a leg around.
Then when you are feeling cozy, you share
your room sometimes. It is lovely to be able to
choose.” Along with separate bedrooms, Elizabeth
took several years to focus on learning to be Queen,
establishing herself as monarch before she had her
last two children. Andrew Albert Christian Edward
was born in February 1960, and Edward Antony
Richard Louis was born in 1964. When she was
pregnant with Andrew, Elizabeth told Charteris, “I
am going to have a baby, which I have been trying
to do for some time, and that means I won’t be able
to go to Ghana as arranged. I want you to go and
explain the situation to President Nkrumah and tell
him to keep his mouth shut.” Except for expecting
a baby, “Nothing, but nothing deflected her from
duty,” Elizabeth was off on royal tours again soon
after Andrew, and then Edward was born. Those
were also the only times she ever missed opening
Parliament.
Either the break between the two sets of
children, her slightly older years, or her growing
confidence made Elizabeth a more relaxed parent
with the last two children. “Goodness what fun it is
to have a baby in the house again!” was Elizabeth’s
remark after Edward was born. She spent more
time playing with the young children (the older two
were off to boarding school already), also spending
more time in the nursery.
The nanny for the two older children, Helen
Lightbody, turned out to be too much of a drill

sergeant, Philip eventually got rid of her and
replaced her with a more gently nanny that
Elizabeth liked better and found less intimidating,
Mabel Anderson. If the Queen of England found
the previous nanny too intimidating, we have to
wonder why she stuck around at all; the new nanny
was a better fit for the family. Andrew and Edward
considered Windsor their home, just as Elizabeth
had, riding their bikes through the halls and running
through the gardens. The whole family did much
better at family togetherness, like most families,
when they were on vacation. Balmoral and
Sandringham became the places to play together
like Elizabeth had with her parents and Margaret
when she was a child.
The Royal Yacht Brittania was also a family
favorite; often, when they were in Balmoral, they
would cruise around the islands and enjoy the
privacy and seclusion as a family.
As the Prince of Wales, Charles’s future was
decided by his parents. He would go to Cambridge
to study then on to the Royal Naval College, like his
father.
Charles found he liked Cambridge a whole lot
better than he’d liked Gordonstoun. He and Anne
also took on more royal duties as they got older,
Charles saying, “I learnt the way a monkey learns-by watching its parents,” making us ask how well
he took to his royal duties. Anne proved herself
up to the task, however, when she was the victim
of an attempted kidnapping in 1974. A young man
stopped her chauffeured car along the Mall, shot
her driver, two policemen, and a journalist and
tried to drag Anne out of the car. Her response
while kicking at him was “not bloody likely.” She
received an award for bravery from Harold Wilson,
the Prime Minister at the time, and carried on with
her royal duties as if nothing had happened.
Charles’s marriage caused a little more trouble
(ok, a lot more) for his parents. Philip was against
his choice of Diana Spencer, but when it came down
to it, finally said, in essence, it was time to either
marry her or get on with it.
Elizabeth disliked confrontation and was a great
diplomat plus just a genuinely kind person, so she
treated Diana well throughout the marriage and
divorce, no matter what Diana might have said.
And even with all of the bad press, the Queen
got at Diana’s death (that’s a story for another
day), the family credits her with holding everyone

together, for being the emotional foundation for her
grandsons at the time. Even the press came around
after her public address where she spoke fondly of
Diana’s love for her children and her charities and
told the nation that she was speaking as “a queen
and a grandmother” telling the public we should not
judge the way someone else grieves.
It’s true that Philip and Elizabeth’s children have
gotten some bad press over the years. Anne was
known as “her royal rudeness” during the 80s. Then
there’s Charles and Diana while they were together
after they separated, and then Charles and Camilla.
There was a very ill-advised celebrity gameshow
that Edward got Andrew and his wife Fergie to
participate in, called It’s a Royal Knockout. Plus
Andrew and Fergie’s divorce complete with photos
of Fergie’s new amour sucking on her toes. But
through it all, while Philip in his natural way spoke
up and out, Elizabeth kept her cool. She was kind
to the divorcing couples (even allowing them to
divorce, they can maybe thank Aunt Margaret for
paving the way there) and kind and inclusive to the
once-daughters-in-law. It is difficult, actually, to
find the Queen saying an unkind word about any
of them even though we have to assume that her
children drove her crazy sometimes just as happens
with the rest of us.
Andrew paid her a compliment in his older
years, saying, “The Queen’s intelligence network
is a hell of a lot better than anyone’s in this Palace.
Bar none. She knows everything. I don’t know
how she does it. And she sees everything.” While
Charles seems willing to voice his criticism to the
press freely sometimes, on the whole, the royal
family seems to be very loyal to each other—maybe
not affectionate but at least loving. Living her life
publicly and raising her children in the spotlight
would pose no end of difficulties for any of us. It
was Anne who said of her mother something that
more of us might hope our children would say: “I
don’t believe that any of us, for a second, though
she didn’t care for us in exactly the same way as
any other mother did . . . We’ve all been allowed to
find our own way, and we were always encouraged
to discuss problems, to talk them through. People
have to make their own mistakes, and I think she’s
always accepted that.”
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FAR EAST MEETS WEST
THE OPIUM WARS

20

21

I

n the British imagination, the so-called ‘Opium
Wars’ between Britain and China in the 19th
century conjure romantic visions of oriental
hedonism and seedy opium dens. However, the
name ‘Opium Wars’ is something of a misnomer.
Although they were centred on the lucrative opium
trade to China, the origins of the First Opium War
(1839-1842) and the Second Opium War (18561860) were far deeper and far more complex. The
wars were the product of British expansionism in
trade in the 19th century, and the isolationist foreign
policy adopted by China during the Qing dynasty.
The issue of opium only became significant due to
the Chinese refusal to deal in anything other than
silver with British merchants, leading the British
to foster opium consumption in China in order to
provide a solution to the growing silver deficit.
When the Chinese responded by attempting to arrest
opium consumption across the country, the British
declared war.

British Expansionism Versus
Chinese Isolationism: A Perfect
Storm
The causes of the Opium Wars lie in the divergent
foreign and economic policies adopted by the
British and Chinese during the 19th century. In this
period, China became increasingly inward-looking,
restricting trade with foreign powers and rejecting
foreign technologies, goods and services. In part,
this was due to a sense of self-importance on the
part of the Chinese, as they felt that foreign goods
and technologies would necessarily be inferior
to those that they produced themselves. Perhaps
more significantly, the Chinese also had no need
for foreign imports: the vastness and diversity
of its own territories meant that it could afford
to be basically self-subsistent. The Chinese were
dismissive of overtures that came from Western
European powers and were only received into
the imperial court as part of tributary missions.
This policy became increasingly untenable in the
early 19th century, as Western expansion into Asia
began to encroach on Chinese territory. Chinese
‘sinocentrism’ and Western imperial hubris began to
clash, as European powers such as the British began
22

KEY DATES
•
•
•
•
•

4 September 1839 - Battle of Kowloon
29 August 1842 - Treaty of Nanking
October 1856 - Seizing of British ship
The Arrow by the Chinese
December 1857 - Battle of Canton
18 October 1860 - Burning of the
Summer Palace

to demand greater levels of economic interaction.
In this period, the British were on the make, rapidly
expanding their already enormous empire, and had
set their sites on the Far East as the next source of
wealth and commodities to feed their expanding
imperial territory. The British did not have designs
on conquering China, but rather wanted access to
Chinese goods and commodities, the most important
of which was tea. Tea was a luxury product that
was in high demand back in Britain, and the
British needed access to their crop in order to fill
the insatiable consumer demand back at home.
The Chinese would not accept any British goods
or technologies in return for the export of tea, and
instead demanded only silver, which in turn created
a major silver deficit for the British. The opium
trade, in this context, emerged as a convenient
and attractive way to export goods to China and
generate revenue that could be used to purchase
tea. This was also a key source of tension between
the two countries, as the British began to illegally
export opium to China and encouraged consumption
among the Chinese population.

Opium: A Nation in Thrall
The nature of British exports of opium to China
was a significant source of tension between the
two countries. By 1838, the British were exporting
approximately 1400 tons of opium to the Chinese
market, mainly supplied by stocks planted in
colonial territories in India. Opium consumption
became a serious social problem among the
Chinese population, limiting the productivity of the
workforce and resulting in social ills such as crime
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summer of 1839 tensions between British merchants
and Chinese soldiers escalated and in response to
localised violence, British navy forces were sent
to Kowloon, in Hong Kong, to protect British
interests. The Chinese had imposed an embargo on
trade with the British, meaning that the merchant
fleet and navy were unable to re-provision. On
the 4th of September, following a tense standoff
as the British attempted to buy supplies, fighting
broke out. The Chinese ships that had been sent to
enforce the embargo were defeated, and the British
were finally able to access the town. The battle at
Kowloon was followed in October by fighting at
Chuenpi in October, in which the Chinese made
considerable losses, but no side emerged as an
outright victor. However, in 1940, the British
returned with a whole-scale offensive, focusing on
the regions around the Pearl River and the Yellow
Sea.

KEY FIGURES
•
•
•
•
•

Daoguong Emperor - Qing Emperor of
China (1820-1850)
Lin Zexu - Qing court scholar and fierce
opponent of the opium trade
Lord Palmerston - British Foreign
Secretary (1830-1841)
Xianfeng Emperor - Qing Emperor of
China (1850-1861)
Earl of Elgin - High Commissioner and
Plenipotentiary (China and Far East)

and violence. The Chinese government became
increasingly resentful of British interference and
viewed the actions of the British as insulting and an
encroachment onto Chinese sovereignty. In 1839
the Daoguong Emperor ordered the destruction of
opium supplies that had been exported to China
by the British and exhorted a promise from the
British delegation that stated that they would desist
the illegal opium exports. However, the British
government, faced with considerable opposition
from domestic merchants, later decreed that the
promise had been obtained illegally, leading to a
breakdown in relations, escalating tension and the
outbreak of war. Ultimately, it might be suggested
that the reason opium took on such a significance
to provoke war was the perceived humiliation of
the Chinese court. By effectively holding vast
portions of the Chinese population in the thrall of an
illegally exported narcotic, the British undermined
the authority of the Qing Emperor and violated
Chinese law and customs. The conflict that emerged
was, therefore, a Qing response to the increasingly
imperialist and colonialist attitudes of the British,
and an attempt to reassert Chinese authority.

British naval successes during the war were
primarily a result of their superior ships. British
vessels were better armed and provisioned and were
more manoeuvrable than their Chinese counterparts.
As the British cannon, in the majority of cases, had
a greater range than those of the Chinese, the British
were able to fire at the Chinese ships from a safe
distance. In addition to this, the British commanders
were superior strategists, meaning that they often
gained an early advantage in pitched battles with
the Chinese forces, and often inflicted deadly blows
before the Chinese could even mount an offensive.
Successive defeats finally brought the Chinese to
the negotiating table in 1842.
The 1842 Treaty of Nanking represented the
cessation of hostilities of the First Opium War
and was a crushing and humiliating defeat for
the Chinese Qing dynasty. It mandated the
establishment of four trading ports that would also
have a consular presence, thereby opening up China
to the world stage for the first time. The Treaty of
Nanking mandated the establishment of four key
trading posts for the British. These four posts were
established at Canton, Amoy, Fuzhou and Ningpo,
and aimed to allow the British to trade with any
party they wished. Furthermore, the taxes applicable
on these trading posts were required to be set by
agreement between the British and the Qing rulers,
and the British were to be given access to treat with

The First Opium War and the
Treaty of Nanking
The First Opium War broke out in 1839 following
a Chinese state crackdown on the use of opium.
Under the instructions of Lin Zexu, a policymaker
in the Qing court, the sale of the drug was banned,
and large quantities seized and burned. During the
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the local Chinese officials.

the Treaty of Nanking. The main pressure from
the British was directed at the legalisation of the
opium trade and the establishment of diplomatic
relations between the two countries. The British
also demanded the establishment of more open
trading relations and wished to have a consular
presence in Beijing. In addition to this, the
pressure on the Qing grew as more Western
powers began to make similar demands, using the
leverage provided by the British. France joined
with the British forces, and the Americans offered
diplomatic support as the conflict progressed. The
Qing refused to acknowledge the British demands
and instead wished to dispense with the original
Treaty of Nanking and to shake off British imperial
pressure entirely. The Qing dynasty maintained its
isolationist position and attempted to remain closed
to the rest of the world.

Unresolved Issues: The Second
Opium War
The First Opium War ended in 1842 in a crushing
defeat and humiliation for the Chinese and their
Qing rulers, and the resolution ultimately failed to
address the main grievances and concerns held by
the Chinese. In the aftermath of the First Opium
War, the illegal opium trade continued to grow, and
British economic incursion into Chinese affairs
continued apace. In this respect, it may be argued
that the Second Opium War (1856-1860) was a
direct consequence of the inadequate resolution to
the First Opium War. However, it should also be
noted that the Second Opium War represented a
more aggressive and demanding stance on behalf of
the British and the French, who were ultimately to
join in coalition with the British forces.

One of the key short term catalysts for the war
was the seizing of the British ship The Arrow,
which had been crewed by pro-British Chinese
merchants. The British had permitted the ship to fly
the Union Jack, as they declared The Arrow under
their protection. However, the Chinese authorities
seized the ship and classified it as a pirate vessel.
The crew were eventually released, but the British
governor of Hong Kong decided to take action
against the Chinese for the insult to the British flag.
He attacked Canton, thereby provoking widespread
hostilities. In addition to this, the French decided
to join the venture, based on the justification that a
French priest had been executed whilst traveling in
Guanxi province. This represented a further struggle
for sovereignty on the part of Chinese, as the issue
of Christian missionaries to China was to become a
significant issue of status for the Chinese.

The Second Opium War was fought over very
similar economic and diplomatic issues as the First
Opium War, and in this respect, it may be seen
as a direct continuation of hostilities that broke
out in 1839. Under the conditions of the Treaty
of Nanking, the Chinese were forced to abandon
the Canton System and open ports for trade with
Western powers. It also established lines of direct
communication by allowing for a consular presence
in these strategic ports, thereby opening up access
to imperial politics. In the aftermath of the First
Opium War, the opium trade continued to grow,
which was humiliating for the Qing emperor and
caused a variety of social problems within China
itself, as a result of the widespread dependence
upon the narcotic. Furthermore, the Chinese were
forced to pay reparations to the British, a further
blow to their prestige. The unfair conditions of
the Treaty of Nanking reinforced tension between
the Chinese and British, and ultimately failed to
address the principal issues at stake, as the British
still didn’t have the trading terms they wished for,
and the Chinese were humiliated and plagued by the
problem of widespread dependency on opium.

Canton eventually fell to British and French allied
forces in January of 1958, and the British attempted
to capitalise on their success by pressuring the Qing
to allow further opening up of Chinese trade. They
moved into Guangzhou, eventually forcing the
Chinese to come to terms in the summer of 1858
and opening a number of Chinese ports to British
trade. The terms of this treaty were unacceptable
to the Chinese, and hostilities soon resumed and
continued through 1859 with some significant
Chinese successes. However, a wholesale defeat by
the French at British at Baliqiao on 21st September

However, during the 1850s, the British began to
place a growing number of demands upon the
Chinese state, demanding that they renegotiate
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1860 proved to be the final blow for the Qing. Lord
Elgin ordered the burning of the Summer Palace,
just a few miles from Beijing; a profound symbol of
European might and Chinese humiliation.

new involvement of the French. The international
context had changed, and this ultimately was to
provide the most significant cause for the outbreak
of hostilities.

Legacy

China’s diplomatic isolation did not really end,
therefore, until after the Second Opium War
and the establishment of the Self-Strengthening
Movement (1861-1895). This was a movement
dedicated to the reform and premised on the
notion that China’s decline stemmed from its
isolationist policy. Its leaders advocated that greater
cooperation was required with foreign leaders, in
order to both learn from their expertise and protect
China against further humiliation. This marked
a key psychological break with the past, and it
began to be the case that the Qing recognised that
Western technology did have some things of value
to offer to the Chinese. The Self-Strengthening
Movement was a direct consequence of the Opium
Wars and is indicative of the opening up of the

The First and Second Opium Wars are evidently
inextricably linked. The same root issues dominated
the second conflict, involving the Western need
to expand trading outposts in China, and the will
to establish a diplomatic presence in Beijing.
Furthermore, the humiliation and tension caused by
the unfair settlement of the first conflict resulted in
antagonistic behaviour by the Chinese, including the
seizing of the ship The Arrow and the widespread
anti-foreign sentiment that characterised the
Chinese state. However, it should also be noted that
the Second Opium War represented an acceleration
of aggression on the part of the British and the
28

Chinese intellectual classes to the West, which in
turn, prompted the Qing to accommodate a more
Westward oriented approach as well.

made in China and directed by Xie Jin. At
the time of production, the film was the
most expensive ever made in China and
was received to great critical acclaim inside
China and in the West. It was released to
coincide with the British departure from
Hong Kong in 1997.

Paradoxically, this opening up of China to Western
ideas and technologies was accompanied by a
long-standing sense of resentment against the
intervention of European powers that endures
within the Chinese polity until the present day.
The Chinese sense of humiliation at the hands
of European empires has left a deep scar on the
country’s people, and was a key driver of many of
the cataclysmic political changes that occurred in
China in the 20th century.

Further Research
•

Sites to Visit
•

•

•

•

The National Army Museum, Chelsea,
London. This excellent museum and archive
contains a number of artefacts relating to
the Opium Wars, including original opium
pipes, war medal given to British fighters,
and a number of paintings.
Victoria and Albert Museum, South
Kensington, London. The V&A provides
an excellent introduction to their collection
relating to the Opium Wars by setting
these objects in the broader context of the
Victorian vision of China and Japan during
the 19th century. This provides some of the
broader cultural context for the wars and
demonstrates the wider ideas and concepts
that framed British foreign policy in this
period.
The Opium War Museum, Dongguan, China.
China’s major museum devoted to the
Opium Wars traces the history of the conflict
and provides a more general cultural and
socio-economic context for Chinese society
in this period.

•

Film, Literature and TV
•

•

River of Smoke by Amitav Ghosh. In the
second novel of his Ibis trilogy, Ghosh
traces the lives of a wide range of characters
set in a period one year before the First
Opium War.
The Opium War, a 1997 historical epic film
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W. Travis Hanes and Frank Sanello,
The Opium Wars: The Addiction of One
Empire and the Corruption of Another,
(Sourcebooks, 2002). An entertaining
narrative account of the Opium Wars, with
an emphasis on Chinese perspectives.
Peter Ward Fay, The Opium War, 18401842, (University of North Carolina Press,
1975). Reliable and thorough account of
the introduction of opium to China, and the
causes and consequences of the First Opium
War.
Julia Lovell, The Opium War: Drugs,
Dreams and the Making of China, (Picador,
2012). Useful analysis that uses the Opium
Wars as a basis from which to explore
China’s modern history and relationship
with the West.

GREAT BRITISH TELLY
JEEVES & WOOSTER

30

T

he lives of the upper class are an endless
source of fascination, and when revealed
by P.G. Wodehouse, they are subjected to
satire ranging from gentle to devastating. Portrayed
as entirely dependent on their valets and servants,
the ‘gentleman’s gentleman’ is always supremely
competent, no matter the chaos their ‘betters’ create.
Skilfully adapted by Clive Exton to retain the style
and feel of the original ‘Jeeves’ stories, the comedy
duo Stephen Fry and Hugh Laurie knew they had to
take the parts when they were offered to them. Their
comedy skills proved perfect for the buffoonery of
the characters.
Attitudes towards the British upper class have
often revolved around a fundamental contradiction.
How can someone competent to control the lives
of millions be unable to change a lightbulb? This
joke could be, as Freud said, a way of letting out
feelings that deference to society prohibits. Or,
as the upper class would reply, a failure to accept
an appropriate hierarchy of abilities. Practical
affairs are simply not important, and anyway,
doesn’t everyone have a ‘gentleman’s gentleman’ to
handle life’s problems with tact and skill? Bertram
Wilberforce Wooster certainly did, in the shape of
his valet – Reginald Jeeves. Today more likely to be
described as a ‘personal assistant’, a suitable valet
was considered essential to a smooth life, free of the
petty tribulations that daily consume the energy of
lesser mortals.
In 23 fifty-minute episodes over four seasons,
aired originally between 1990 and 1993, the comedy
team ‘Fry and Laurie’ gave life to these archetypal
characters, in the show Jeeves and Wooster. They
found humour in the incompetence of the upper
class, and soothingly reinforced the belief that they
only survive because of the quiet skills of their
servants – ‘us’. The characters were already well
known, the creation of the writer P.G. Wodehouse.
He became a successful author in large part by
satirizing and poking fun at the arcane class system
and the juvenile antics of the idle rich. Brought
up himself by an English Nanny, educated at a top
‘public’ school (Dulwich College), he knew what
he was talking about when he held up his fellows
to the harsh light of comedy, satirizing their need
for a skilled handler to prevent them making too
much of a mess of their pampered lives. Wodehouse
divided his life between America and the UK,
writing Broadway shows, novels, short stories and

KEY FACTS
•
•
•
•
•

Based on the ‘Jeeves’ stories written
by P.G. Wodehouse
Satirized the lives of the ‘idle rich’
23 episodes in four seasons from
1990 to 1993
Jeeves and Bertie were played by
Stephen Fry and Hugh Laurie
Filmed at several real stately homes

film scripts. But he is today mostly remembered for
the 18 novels and short stories he wrote about Jeeves
and Wooster.
The actors Hugh Laurie, who played Bertie
Wooster, and Stephen Fry, who played Jeeves, were
already well-known as comedians, and Laurie had
been enamoured of the ‘Jeeves’ stories since he was
thirteen. When they were approached by the show’s
producers, Carnival Films and Granada Television
(ITV), they at first dismissed the idea of turning
Wodehouse into television. Realizing that they show
would be made with or without them, they relented,
and Laurie recounted later how honoured he felt to
have the opportunity to embody his literary hero.
Their well-honed comedy timing became a central
element in the success of the show.
Much of the strength of the show comes from
its fidelity to the original stories, which form the
basis for most of the episodes. The scriptwriter
Clive Exton has already proven his ability with his
adaptions of Agatha Christie’s Poirot series, and
Wodehouse was in safe hands. While Exton stayed
true to the spirit of Wodehouse, he did not simply
copy the stories. Instead, he wove his scripts out of
two or three originals at a time, creating new stories
that were perfect for the already-skilled double act
of ‘Fry and Laurie’.
Many of the stories centre on Wooster’s attempts
to hold on to his confirmed bachelor status, against
the attempts of his Aunt Agatha, Lady Worplesdon.
Often called his ‘fearsome aunt’, Agatha was played
by the well-known Mary Wimbush in the first
three series, before she was replaced by Elizabeth
Spriggs in season 4. It is always Jeeves who comes to
Bertie’s rescue, finding ways to thwart Aunt Agatha’s
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matchmaking. The character of the relentless Agatha
is in sharp contrast to that of her benign, sister, Aunt
Dahlia, who is greatly loved by Bertie. She owns the
weekly newspaper Milady’s Boudoir, a spoof on the
very real The Lady, in print since 1885, and the only
place to find suitable servants and staff.
Other recurring characters include Madeline
Bassett, daughter of Sir Watkyn Bassett, and Bertie’s
on-and-off fiancée. Played by several actors over the
years, she is the British upper-class equivalent of
the ‘dumb blond’. Sentimental, a reader of Winniethe-Pooh, and seeking love, she is also sometimes
engaged to Augustus Fink-Nottle (‘Gussie’),
Bertie’s newt-loving friend. Gussie today might be
compared to Jacob Rees-Mogg, MP. He was played
by Richard Garnett
in the first two seasons, and
then by Richard Braine. Bertie has another regular
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friend, Hildebrand Glossop (‘Tuppy’), played by
Robert Daws, and they all spend time at the Drones
Club, an aptly titled parody of the numerous private
clubs in London. The Drones Club is set on the very
real Dover Street, in Mayfair, where many of these
clubs can be found.
Like all respectable members of the upper-class,
Bertie has access to numerous country homes,
staying perhaps at Twing Hall or Brinkley Court,
taking the sea-air at Westcombe-on-Sea, or staying
in a cottage in Chufnell Regis. He is even, in one
episode, forced to appear among the youth of the
middle-class, after he is persuaded to hand out
the prizes at Market Snodsbury Grammar School.
Lovers of English place-names will recognize
potential real-life equivalents for all these fictional
locations, perhaps only matched by Dicken’s for
their cleverness.
The Jeeves and Wooster stories are set in a
timeless world that is based on the period between
the two world wars, but nobody ages and real-world
events are rarely mentioned. This floating timeline
device suspends the action in an idealized version
of history, creating an unreal, nostalgic past that
is a large part of the appeal of England to visitors
and overseas fans. Viewers can safely escape into
this fantasy world, enjoying its connection to real
places and recognizable archetypes of the English
character.
Music plays a large part in the show, from the
theme tune created by the Oscar-winning composer
Anne Dudley to the musical interludes, where Bertie
and Jeeves perform popular numbers from the
1920s and 30s. Dudley’s theme music was written
in the Swing music style, and she cleverly re-uses
it throughout the show, in different moods, as the
background score. The musical performances by
Bertie can only be described as ‘tortured’, but with
the confidence bred into his class, he is convinced of
their splendour.

Cultural Impact
Jeeves and Wooster continues to be popular, partly
for the quality of its production and acting, and
partly for the continuing fascination with the lives
of the British upper-class, particularly in North
America.

Awards

Chuffnell Regis, the village where Bertie stayed, was
filmed in Clovelly, Devon.

Eileen Diss, British Academy Television Award for
Best Design, Series 3
Derek W. Hayes, British Academy Television Award
for Best Graphics, series 4
Dany Everett, a British Academy Television Award
for Best Costume Design
Anne Dudley, British Academy Television Award for
Best Original Television Music
Nominations:
· British Academy Television Award for Best
Drama Series

Several National Trust properties across England
have well-preserved servant’s quarters, which give a
taste of the real-life of Jeeves and his fellow workers.
Berrington Hall, Herefordshire, is notable for these
features, as also are Lanhydrock and Castle Drogo,
both in Devon.

Where to Watch
•

Places to Visit

•

Berkeley Mansions, Bertie’s London flat, is in
Mayfair, but the exteriors were performed by 2
Mansfield Street, Marylebone.

•

All four seasons can be found individually,
and in collections, on DVD
All four seasons can be seen on Amazon
Prime
The music of the show can be purchased on
CD or on Apple Music

Further Research

Totleigh Towers, home of Madeline Bassett, is played
by Highclere Castle, Highclere, Hampshire. It is
open for visitors from early July to early September,
and at Easter, and the national holiday weekends in
May. It is the home of the Earl of Carnarvon, and the
grounds were landscaped by Capability Brown.

•

•

Brinkley Court, home of Aunt Dahlia, is played
for its interior scenes by Wrotham Park, Barnet,
Hertfordshire. In the Palladian style, the house dates
from the 18th century. It is not open to visitors,
but it can be booked for private events, including
wedding receptions and parties.

•
•
•

Exteriors for the early series were filmed at Barnsley
Park, Barnsley, Gloucestershire. Set in the beautiful
Cotswolds, there are several cottages on the estate
that can be rented for short visits. For season 4,
Brinkley Court exteriors were filmed at Hall Barn,
Beaconsfield, Buckinghamshire. That house has
been used extensively for film and TV productions,
including Downton Abbey and Chariots of Fire. The
house dates from the 17th century, but it has been
extensively remodelled since then. The house and
grounds are not normally open to visitors.

•
•

Westcombe-on-Sea, the fictional seaside town, was
filmed in Sidmouth, Devon, at the ‘Victoria Hotel’
and the ‘Hotel Riviera’.
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All the P.G. Wodehouse ‘Jeeves’ books are in
print. The Inimitable Jeeves is a collection
of some of them. The Jeeves Omnibus is
another.
The Remains of the Day, by Kazuo Ishiguro
(the book on which the film of the same
name was based)
Life Below Stairs: True Lives of Edwardian
Servants, by Alison Maloney
Rose: My Life in Service to Lady Astor, by
Rosina Harrison
Servants’ Hall: A Real Life Upstairs,
Downstairs Romance, by Margaret Powell
The Long Weekend: Life in the English
Country House, 1918-1939, by Adrian
Tinniswood
Aristocrats: Power, Grace, and Decadence:
Britain’s Great Ruling Classes from 1066 to
the Present, by Lawrence James

THIS ENGLISH LIFE
Lucky 13

By Erin Moore

Picture it: one driving snowstorm, three movers,
a packed shipping container, a last tearful lunch at
Tom’s Diner on 112th and Broadway, and two oneway tickets on a flight to London that was delayed by
about 11 hours. The day we left New York to move to
London was inconvenient and shambolic, fraught with
uncertainty. We had chosen to go, and we knew what
we were giving up, but we didn’t know exactly what
we were going to gain. For a long time, especially the
first two years after the move when I still worked for a
New York-based publishing company, I worried that we
had made a mistake, and wondered if London would
ever feel like home.
As of this week, it has been thirteen years since we
arrived, overloaded with possessions and expectations.
It was a gray day in mid-February, and I was surprised
to see so many flowers around: snowdrops, daffodils,
little tiny tulips. The grass was green. There was no
snow. It was a day much like today, only sometime in
the intervening years, London has begun to feel like a
real home.
Recently two different people from our old life
came to visit. We covered the mutual friend gossip,
with thorough updates on work, family, and kids. After
they left, I realized neither had asked a question that
used to be a staple of such visits: “When are you guys
moving back home?” (Well, to be fair, I think two out of
four of our parents are still wondering about this.)
I thought about it again flying back to the UK after
a brief trip. There was no thought in my mind other
than getting home. Back to where everything is familiar
(even if not perfect). Back to my closest friends. Back
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to the house where we live amid the accumulation of
a 22-year relationship, with two kids and two cats. I felt
lucky, for more reasons than one.
We had an absolutely lovely vacation that was
dogged by the potential for disaster at every stage.
It was our kids’ half-term holiday, a random week off
in mid-February which provokes a mass exodus of
families, mostly to the ski hotspots of Europe. We are
not skiers, so for the past two years we have spent the
week in the sun instead, in Tenerife. My only reference
point for Tenerife, before some friends recommended
it, was as the site of the deadliest accident in aviation
history. It isn’t as popular a destination for Americans,
who can get all the winter sun they want closer to
home. But for European families it is more tempting: a
four-hour flight, and guaranteed sun, in the same time
zone. It has a desert climate, perfect for drying up
everyone’s winter coughs.
We almost didn’t get there, because the day we left
was the start of Storm Dennis, which wreaked havoc
all over England for two days, causing torrential rain,
terrible flooding and high winds that grounded flights.
Our plane must have been one of the last to leave,
and the wind was already howling and creating some
turbulence. Four hours later, though, shedding layers as
we walked across the tarmac with a view of the ocean
already, I breathed a sigh of relief.
The kids were ecstatic and in an expansive mood.
My daughter announced that on this trip, if anyone
asked, “I am an American.” Well, technically, it’s true, but
with her cut-glass British accent, she would not be very
convincing. I was wondering if I ought to find a delicate
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way to raise this with her when her 5-year old brother
piped up, “Kon’nichiwa!”
The next source of panic was all in my head,
according to my husband. Three members of the family
absolutely adore a hotel breakfast buffet. I feel they are
not only deeply inadvisable but downright revolting.
Think about it: families converging from around the
world, carrying diverse bacteria, viruses including the
dreaded Norovirus (what people in the UK, with their
unique descriptive gifts, call the Winter Vomiting Bug)
which they liberally spread across the hotel buffet.
Snotty fingers on all the utensils. Errant sneezes over
the breadbasket. Children sent to help themselves
to tubs of jam and Nutella with licked digits and no
sense of hygiene. Not to mention that pre-cut fruit
salad and trays of cold cuts are both great vectors for
food poisoning, especially in a warm climate. Have I
convinced you yet that these things are all strenuously
to be avoided?
Readers, my family went to that buffet more than
once and lived to tell the tale. And they will protest
that the evidence—no one caught Norovirus—proves
them right, but I maintain that eating in hotel buffets is
“asking for it.” As far as I’m concerned, they got lucky
this time.
The rest of the vacation passed in tranquillity,
reading by the pool and taking dips in an ocean that
was fierce and cold. The kids were inconsolable when
it was time to go, but I was out of good books (except
for the third book of Proust, where I’ve been stuck on
the same page for about a year, nodding off with every
attempt) and looking forward to being home, if not to
the process of getting there.
The return trip included the mild annoyances one
expects on the final weekend of half-term: long queues,
a delayed flight, a late return and a sleepy walk/drag
back home laden with luggage at 11 pm on a Saturday
night through drunken crowds. We collapsed into our
own beds, feeling lucky once again.
On Sunday morning, Tenerife was hit by a massive
Saharan dust storm—and as we looked at the
apocalyptic images of hundreds of stranded tourists
camped out on the floor of the small airport, we felt
our escape had been nothing short of Road-Runnerlike.
Which was nothing compared to Monday morning,
when the hotel next to the one we’d stayed in played
host to Spain’s first confirmed case of Coronavirus. So
that some stranded holidaymakers, who might easily
have been us, woke up to news that now the dust
storm was over, they faced an indefinite lockdown
inside their hotel rooms. Now, I don’t know about you,
but the prospect of two weeks of quarantine with my

family scares me a lot more than Coronavirus does. We
would be okay for a few days, but by the second week,
we’d be at risk of fatalities. Netflix and kill.
When we got to school, someone reminded me
that the Moore family’s last vacation destination—
Venice, in November—had been hit with 50-year
record floods the day after we left. She raised an
eyebrow. Coincidence? (Apologies in advance to South
Africa, where we are going for Easter.)
Having friends with such a good sense of humor
about life’s near-misses and disasters is yet one more
reason to feel lucky, and truly at home, in London.
There was a time when making friends here seemed
almost impossible, but now we have many, and we love
them so much. There are other reasons to feel lucky
on our thirteenth anniversary.
I’ve always said home is about people rather
than buildings, and yet there is something undeniably
satisfying about making a building into a home. We have
lived in three places here, and each one came with its
own set of new neighbours and friends. Each holds
special memories. We have a particular fondness for
the houses where we brought each of our babies in
their first days and settled into life as parents.
Having our children has made London feel like
home. We are part of communities through them and
because of them that makes us feel like true insiders.
The sense of belonging that you can get from a school
or a church or a neighbourhood when you feel that
other people care and are truly invested in your
children is second to none. I couldn’t possibly have
imagined this before they were born. Especially during
those first lonely, sometimes disconnected years.
When life happens to us in a new place, when
the best and the worst times in our lives become
bound up with it when we stop comparing “new” to
“old” quite so much when we start adding a “u” to
neighbourhood… that’s when we know for sure we
are where we were meant to be. And that shambolic,
inconvenient removal from New York starts looking
like the best move we ever made. As luck would have it.

Erin Moore is an American who has
been living in London for 10 years. Her
book, That’s Not English: Britishisms,
Americanisms and What Our English Says
About Us, is available on amazon.com.
© Fiona Saunders
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THE FLOWER OF HETHEL
LOTUS CARS LTD
By Eric Bryan
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N

ow headquartered at Hethel, Norfolk near
Wymondham and about 10 miles south of
Norwich, Lotus Cars Ltd was established
in 1952 by engineers Colin Chapman and Colin
Dare. While studying structural engineering at
University College London, Chapman constructed
his first trials racing car in a modest lockup in 1948,
a vehicle that later became designated the Lotus
Mark 1. He built a second trials car, this one roadlegal, in 1950 which was later known as the Mark
2. The first Lotus circuit racing car came along in
1951. With an aluminum body, an acceleration of
0–50 mph in 6.6 seconds, and a maximum speed of
90 mph, the performance of this car was ahead of its
time.
With the founding of the Lotus Engineering
Company in 1952, the firm manufactured over 100
units of the Mark 6, Lotus’ first series-production
car. Team Lotus formed in 1954, racing the Mark
8 car with great success. Chapman went to work
fulltime at the Hornsey factory on the outskirts
of London, where production work centered on
the Mark 8 in order to keep up with demand.
Marks 9 and 10 followed, and the Society of
Motor Manufacturers and Traders accepted Lotus,
qualifying them to begin exhibiting their cars at
the Earl’s Court Motor Show. Lotus brought out
the Lotus Eleven in 1956, inaugurating the firm’s
tradition of christening most Lotus cars with names
starting with “E.” The Type 14 Elite, the first Lotus
with a fiberglass body, premiered at Earl’s Court in
1957. Many regard the Elite fixed-head coupé to be
one of the most beautifully proportioned cars ever
made.
Chapman’s approach to designing and building
cars from early on focused on the qualities of
simplicity, dependability and lightness. Always
interested in racing, Chapman remarked, “Adding
power makes you faster on the straights; subtracting
weight makes you faster everywhere.” Lotus cars
are made of the smallest number of parts (which are
of the lightest materials) possible.
The Lotus Group of Companies, created
in 1959, consisted of Lotus Components Ltd
(competition cars) and Lotus Cars Ltd (road cars).
In that year, Lotus moved its operation to Cheshunt,
Hertfordshire. People going past the Cheshunt
premises in the ‘60s used to see great stacks of
Lotus Elite body shells sitting in the factory yard.
Lotus moved its operations to Hethel in 1966.

SOME LOTUS RACING
HISTORY
Stirling Moss, driving a Lotus 18 Formula
One, triumphed in the Grand Prix at Monaco
in 1960. Lotus began its string of Constructor’s
Championship wins in 1963 with Jim Clark piloting
a Lotus 25. Clark won again in 1965, Graham Hill
in 1968, Jochen Rindt of Austria in 1970, Emerson
Fittipaldi of Brazil in 1972, Fittipaldi again in 1973,
and Mario Andretti in 1978. Lotus conquered Ferrari
as the first Marque to attain 50 Grand Prix victories,
despite the Italian maker’s initial win occurring nine
years before Lotus’.

The site was an airfield built in 1942 as a US Army
Air Force base for bombing missions to Europe.
Designated Station 114, B-24 Liberator bombers
were stationed at Hethel. At the end of the war, the
RAF took over the base, until closing it in 1948.
The Air Ministry put the property on the market,
and Colin Chapman purchased the 55-acre site in
1964. The runways were converted into a 2.5-mile
test track, where both road and racing cars were
put through their paces. Some of the world’s most
famous drivers have tested Lotus cars on this track.
Chapman bought nearby Kettering Hall and its
40-acre estate in 1970. Using the hall as a center of
operations, Chapman also utilized part of the track
as a runway for private aircraft access.
In the 1960s Lotus’ road cars, the Seven, Elan,
and Europa gained worldwide exposure due to them
being featured in British television series which had
overseas audiences: The Avengers and The Prisoner.
The celebrity of these Lotus cars was further
enhanced by British diecast toymakers such as
Corgi, Dinky and Matchbox producing miniatures
of them, some of which were specific TV tie-in
models. The export of these models brought further
attention to the Lotus name around the world.
Introduced in 1957, the Lotus Seven is a small
open-top sports car. It could be had in kit form,
or pre-assembled. Designed by Colin Chapman,
the Seven is noted for its simplicity and excellent
performance and was intended to be both a road
car and a clubman racer. It was fitted with a 40bhp
Ford Side-valve 1172cc inline-four engine. The S2
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(Series 2) came in 1960, and Lotus added the Super
Seven S2 in 1961. The Super Seven was fitted
with a Cosworth 1340cc Ford Classic engine, and
subsequent models had 1498 or 1599cc engines.
The Seven S3 appeared in 1968, and the reshaped
S4 was introduced in 1970 with a mostly fiberglass
rather than aluminum body shell. Lotus produced
the Seven until 1972. The unforgettable opening
credits of The Prisoner have Patrick McGoohan’s
character racing along in a Lotus Seven. This car is
a Seven S2, with number plate KAR 120C.
The Elan, which replaced the Elite, was
introduced in 1962 in roadster format. In 1963,
a hardtop version was on offer. The Elan coupé
was available from 1965. This was the first Lotus
to have a fiberglass body mounted on a backbone
chassis. It had a dual overhead cam 1557cc engine,
and disc brakes all around. The Elan is known for
its excellent handling and superb steering. The Elan
+ 2 appeared in 1967, with a longer chassis and two
back seats. Emma Peel drove a white Elan S2, and
later a powder blue Elan S3, in The Avengers. In
2004, the American automotive magazine Sports
Car International voted the Elan number six on its
list of Top Sports Cars of the 1960s.

LOTUS AND BOND
Lotus received yet more high-profile exposure when
some of its cars were featured in James Bond films.
A white Esprit S1 is the secret agent’s car in The Spy
Who Loved Me (1977). Q, the head of the British
Secret Service’s Q Branch, delivers the car to Bond
in Sardinia. Named “Wet Nellie,” the gadget-laden
Lotus converts into a submarine and is armed with
anti-aircraft missiles.
In For Your Eyes Only (1981), Bond’s car
is a white Esprit Turbo. While in Spain, Bond leaves
the car parked in a wooded area. A villain attempts
to break into it, triggering a self-destruct system.
Bond then turns up in another Esprit Turbo, this one
in a bronze finish, at Cortina d’Ampezzo, a ski resort
town in the Alps of Northern Italy.
Referring to its James Bond connections, “every
Lotus comes standard with a licence to thrill,”
notes the company’s publicity materials. With its
appearance in The Spy Who Loved Me in 1977, the
Design Council Car Assessment Committee declared
the Lotus Esprit qualified to be exhibited at the
Design Centre in London.
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HETHEL OLD THORN
Hethel Old Thorn, a hawthorn tree protected by
the Norfolk Wildlife Trust, grows in Hethel beside
a church on a reserve of 0.625 acres, the smallest
Wildlife Trust reserve in the country. The tree dates
to perhaps the 13th century with a trunk which,
though now shrunken, in 1755 had a circumference
of nine feet one inch. Like the ancient hawthorn
which grew on Wearyall Hill in Glastonbury,
Somerset, Hethel Old Thorn’s lineage is said to
trace back to the staff which Joseph of Arimathea
brought to Britain. In the time of King John, rebel
peasants supposedly used the site of the hawthorn as
a meeting place. Other ancient trees grow around the
hawthorn, some of them connected to local legends
and folklore.

Lotus presented the Europa in 1966. Designed
by Lotus engineer Ron Hickman for the Ford GT40
racing car project, Chapman utilized the design for
a production road car. Initially intended to supplant
the Seven, the Europa exemplified the Lotus
philosophy of “simplify, then add lightness.” A midengine GT coupé, the Europa is nimble and quick.
Its brilliant, responsive handling led reviewers to
describe the Europa as almost a sort of Formula
One road car.
The Series 1 and 2 Europas had an 82bhp
Renault 16 inline-four 1470cc engine. The Type
47, the competition car based on the Europa, had
a 165bhp 1594cc Lotus-Ford twin-cam inlinefour engine. The 1972 Europa TC was fitted with
a 105hp 1558cc Lotus-Ford twin-cam inline-four
motor. The Europa Special carried a Lotus-Ford
126bhp 1558cc twin-cam inline-four engine. In The
Avengers, Tara King, who replaced Emma Peel as
John Steed’s assistant, drove a then-new 1968 red
Series 2 Europa. In one episode, however, Tara has
a red Elan + 2. A Europa also played a key part
in the 1974 film 11 Harrowhouse. Here a Europa
Special is involved in a countryside chase (though
marred by some sped-up film sequences) after a

diamond heist. Also taking part are a Ford Transit
Van, two 1964 Jaguar S-Types, and horses! Lotus
produced the Europa until 1975.
Chapman died in 1982, and Team Lotus
disbanded in 1994. In 2002 Lotus Cars Ltd won
the Queen’s Award for Enterprise for the firm’s
contribution to International Trade. Lotus was one
of 85 companies in that category so honored. Lotus
had the Hethel test track overhauled in 2011, and
it reopened during a ceremony held later that year.
Today the company is called Group Lotus plc, and
it is partitioned into Lotus Engineering and Lotus
Cars. Besides continuing to produce sports cars,
the firm functions in a consultancy capacity in
engineering development for outside automakers,
with a special expertise in chassis and suspension.
Lotus engineers designed and developed the Ecotec
engine, which has been fitted to many Chevrolet,
GM, Opel, Saab, Saturn and Vauxhall cars.
The meaning behind the company name
“Lotus,” Chapman never revealed. The initials
within the Lotus emblem stand for Anthony Colin
Bruce Chapman.

39

40

HIDDEN PICCADILLY CIRCUS
EXPLORING THE UNKNOWN SECRETS OF PICCADILLY CIRCUS
By Laura Porter
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I make no secret of loving the London Transport
Museum ‘Hidden London’ events that open up
disused Underground stations and tunnels for
tours. I wrote about the Charing Cross Station tour
for issue 1 of Londontopia magazine (I walked
under Trafalgar Square!) and the Clapham South
tour for the Londontopia website in June 2018.
I have explored the Euston Station Tunnels and
Down Street Station for Londontopia/Anglotopia
magazine too.

advertised continuously since 1954.)
Piccadilly Circus was laid out by John Nash in 1819
when planning Regent Street for the Prince Regent
(later George IV). The ‘Piccadilly’ part of the name
comes from a tailor called Roger Baker who lived
in the area in the seventeenth century who made
his money selling fashionable, but stiff elaborate
neck collars called piccadils. His house was known
locally as ‘Piccadil Hall’ which was known locally
as Piccadilly. The ‘Circus’ part comes from the
Latin root ‘circ’ for circle and was commonly used
by the Romans to refer to public areas like this.
Intersections of many roads often used this term so,
sadly, you are unlikely to see clowns or jugglers.

A brand new tour was added in summer 2019, so
I had to go along and find out more. ‘Piccadilly
Circus: The Heart of London’ is the chance to
explore right under this famous London landmark.
The tour involves entering secret doors to explore
passageways and lift shafts closed to the public
since 1929.

The First Piccadilly Circus Station
– Leslie Green

Hidden London
What’s great about these tours is the forgotten
history. Piccadilly Circus is probably one of the best
examples of a station that outgrew itself, so they
scrapped it and built a completely new one. I never
knew there was an older version of the station still
there yet no longer accessible to the public. It lay
dormant for several years before the Second World
War when it became an air-raid shelter.
Within the station, we get to pass by the disused
passageways every day without knowing what’s on
the other side of the door. There were lots of Harry
Potter comments on the tour when we moved into
the tunnels as we felt we had entered a secret world.
The station has always been a flagship of the
Underground system, so the tour explores the
history behind this Grade II listed building designed
by celebrated architect Charles Holden.

Piccadilly Circus Name
Before we even head down into the station, let’s
acknowledge that Piccadilly Circus is one of
London’s most famous tourist destinations. Getting
photos of and with the huge lit-up advertising
has been popular since the junction’s first electric
advertisements appeared in 1910. (Coca Cola has

Piccadilly Circus station is served by two lines: the
Bakerloo and Piccadilly. The station opened first
for the Bakerloo and Waterloo Railway (now the
Bakerloo line) on 10 March 1906. And the Great
Northern & Piccadilly Railway (now the Piccadilly
line) opened in December 1906.
Originally it had a surface station building on the
south side of the Circus designed by Leslie Green
and financed by the American tycoon Charles
Yerkes who together were responsible for about
forty stations. While there are now no surface-level
entrance halls for the station, it opened with three
entrances on Haymarket, Piccadilly and Jermyn
Street. Leslie Green only had three years to design
43 stations, so he often used the same materials and
layout. You can recognise his stations by the oxblood tiles outside seen at Oxford Circus or Russell
Square.
At Piccadilly Circus, Leslie Green designed the
booking hall, entrances and platforms. The booking
hall had eight elevators/lifts – four for each line as
the Bakerloo is 26 meters deep and the Piccadilly
line is 31 meters deep.
The station was busy from the start, and by 1907 it
received 1.5 million passengers a year.
In 1914, Piccadilly Circus station became the first
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Underground station to operate two automatic
landing-operated lifts (previously serviced manually
by lift operators). Two further lifts were automated
soon afterwards. This reduced staff costs but also
improved passenger flow with the rising numbers
passing through every day.

following the shape of Piccadilly Circus itself.
The design was strongly influenced by Holden’s
modernist style that would define the northern and
western extensions of the Piccadilly line in the
following decade.
So the traffic could continue to flow at ground
level, the decision was made to work from the
‘Eros’ statue that was then in the middle of the busy
roundabout.

By 1922 passenger numbers at the station had risen
to 18 million a year. There were often queues in the
booking hall and crowding on the platforms. It was
clear that installing escalators could move more
people quickly through the station, but a complete
redesign would be needed to expand outwards
to accommodate the escalators’ angles. As the
next-door Criterion theatre is a basement theatre,
there was no room to stretch out, so some clever
rethinking of the whole station was required.

Shaftesbury Memorial
What we call Eros is actually the Shaftesbury
Memorial and the statue is Anteros – the God of
Selfless Love who is Eros’s twin brother. Alfred
Gilbert was the sculptor and, when unveiled in
1893, this was the first statue cast in aluminium.

The Second Piccadilly Circus
Station – Charles Holden

Holden made the decision to move ‘Eros’ to
Embankment Gardens for six years from 1925 to
1931. Where the memorial had stood became the
hole to work downwards to create the new station.
Yes, right in the middle of a busy traffic island.

A brand-new station was proposed moving it
right underneath Piccadilly Circus itself. Can you
imagine the questions when that idea came up?
Let’s dig out a new underground station right under
one of London’s busiest thoroughfares. That’s a
serious challenge!

Construction began in 1925, requiring complex
tunnelling. A 18 feet (5.5m) wide, deep shaft
was sunk from which all of the construction was
undertaken. A steel floor was added over the hole
with a reinforced concrete roof that can bear 400
tonnes of weight, ensuring everyone is safe below.

Frank Pick commissioned Charles Holden to solve
the practical design problems for a new station. Do
see the Frank Pick memorial at Piccadilly Circus
which was unveiled 75 years after his death in
2016. It celebrates his conviction that good design
contributes decisively to the quality of city life. It
is because of him we have the recognisable Edward
Johnston typeface, Underground roundel and many
other design classics from posters to Harry Beck’s
iconic map.

The circular booking hall is just nine feet (2.74m)
below the road, and that steel floor is held up by
over 50 steel columns. These concourse columns are
actually red scagliola – a type of imitation marble
– that has, for some reason, been painted orange.
Even so, the station is an engineering marvel and
boasts one of the finest examples of subterranean
architecture on London Underground.

Charles Holden’s new Piccadilly Circus station
needed to cope with the huge number of people
passing through every day. He undertook
meticulous research including building a full-scale
model of the station’s complex design at Earl’s
Court Exhibition Centre in 1923 to test his plans.

Flagship Station
The new station opened in December 1928 with
eleven escalators – the most of any building in the
world at the time. As a completely underground
station, a stunning axonometric diagram –
also called a ‘stomach diagram’ – by Douglas
McPherson of the many layers and the warren of

It was decided to follow the same arrangement as
at Bank station (1924-5) – a circular subsurface
concourse scheme – with an elliptical ticket hall
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subway connections within the fully underground
station was popular in the newspapers at the time,
and you can still buy a poster of it today at the
London Transport Museum shop. The (now) iconic
station was nicknamed the “New Heart of London”.

Once the continuous bombing of the Blitz arrived
in September 1940, London Transport had to
reconsider and allowed sheltering at their stations.
(There were 75 stations used as air-raid shelters
including Piccadilly Circus.)

The station was the ‘Heart of London’ at a time
when London was considered the capital of
the British Empire. The station rebuilding cost
£500,000, and it was truly grand. Some features
have been removed over the years, but you can
still see the bronze poster frames. And ‘The World
Time Today’ can still be seen in the booking hall
showing the time around the world with London at
the centre.

There were no facilities to accommodate people
staying underground, so 24 chemical toilets had
to be added to the old Leslie Green tunnels with
compressed air valves to send the waste to the
sewers. A first-aid post was added at the far west
end of the westbound Piccadilly line platform. And
a refreshment train came to the station platform
offering sandwiches, apple turnovers, jam Swiss
rolls and meat pies. Best of all, it was all ‘off-ration’
so no ration coupons were needed. Note, to buy a
cup of ‘penny’ tea; you had to bring your own cup
from home.

The new station was designed to cope with 50
million passengers a year which is lucky as it
currently receives 41 million so is still fit for
purpose.

The Piccadilly Circus station could officially
accommodate 2,000 people, but as it was one of the
main Underground stations for the West End and
the clubs of Soho, it was always full and often had
more than 5,000 people seeking shelter.

The old station was closed in 1929, and a shopping
arcade was built on the site. (I remember the site
later as Tower Records from 1985 to 2009.)

World War Two
After underground stations were used as shelters
in the First World War, London Underground was
keen to discourage it when the aerial bombing
started during the Second World War. They wanted
to ensure an efficient Underground train system was
able to run every day to keep London moving with
trains running for 20 out of each 24 hours.
The public had other ideas though and simply
bought a penny ticket as a passenger and then
stayed underground for 16 hours a day. The station
was dangerously overcrowded. While people sat on
the platforms, a small space had to be kept free to
allow passengers to get on and off of trains.

There were not enough beds for everyone so while
some bunk beds were installed in the tunnels, others
slept on the floor on the platforms and even on the
escalators when they were switched off late at night.
The crowding was so bad an extra train would come
into the platform so some could sleep in the seats
and on the floor of the train.

Protecting Art
During the Second World War, Piccadilly Circus
not only sheltered people but it was also used as a
secret secure depository for priceless artworks from
the London Museum and Tate Gallery from 1941
to 1946 – again in the Lesley Green station tunnels.
Previously the paintings were at Dover Street
station (now Green Park). During the night on 22
and 23 March 1941, 150 cases of artworks were
moved by two seven-car trains. A screen was put
up so those sheltering at Piccadilly Circus couldn’t
see, but you can only imagine the screen raised their
curiosity further.

There were official air-raid shelters, but as the ones
close to Piccadilly Circus were above ground, not
many people were keen to use them. Some may
have had a nearby air-raid shelter, but they still
preferred to be deep underground and would catch
a train to Piccadilly Circus, or other central London
stations, to stay there.
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Remaining a Flagship Station
In 1945, Piccadilly Circus was the first station to
get platform level fluorescent lighting. It made it
seem like daylight when you got off the train there
compared to the gloom on the train and at other
stations!
In 1969 all of the escalators were upgraded and then
again in the 1990s, after the awful King’s Cross
fire in 1987 when all wooden escalators had to be
removed. The station was refurbished in the 1980s,
and the three original entrances remained in use
until demolition in 1990.
Charles Holden’s cleverly designed station will
continue to offer a glimpse of the best of Transport
for London’s heritage for years to come.

The Tour
The tour starts in the circular ticket hall and points
out some of the features before entering a ‘secret’
door to walk down spiral stairs to reach the longclosed passageways.
The first stop is in a tunnel in the 1906 Leslie Green
station. He used different coloured wall tiles to help
passengers know which station they were alighting
at. The tiles on the tunnel walls are white and
green – a particular shade of green that was hard to
describe. Is it a peacock? Sea green? We joked it
was best to call it Leslie Green.

of staff. Everyone is issued with a hi-vis jacket and
must wear flat, sturdy shoes. Children under 14
years of age are not permitted onto the tours due to
health and safety restrictions, and the tour narrative
has been designed for an adult audience.
Hidden London Piccadilly Circus tours are
approximately 75 minutes long. There are 130 steps
on the tour (mostly down), so a reasonable level of
fitness is required. The non-public areas are pretty
dirty, so wear dark clothing and don’t be surprised if
you get a bit grimy.

As you walk around the disused tunnels, you can
feel the air changing as a train arrives at the station
– that tantalising breeze that lets you know a train
isn’t far away. You can hear them too, so know they
are always close.

Pat Dennis was our Tour Guide, and I have to say
she is one of the best I’ve met on these tours as she
kept the information interesting. She added enough
humour to keep us all engaged, and she knew her
stuff so could answer all the questions.

Tour Information
Do be aware the Hidden London tours do not run
every week, so it is best to sign up for the London
Transport Museum newsletter to be first to hear
about available dates: www.ltmuseum.co.uk.

Your ticket also includes a half-price one-day pass
to visit the London Transport Museum within a
month and 10% off all Hidden London inspired
products in their shop.

The meeting point is included in your booking.
There can be up to 20 on the tour plus 3-4 members
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AN ENGLISH COTTAGE
AN EXCERPT FROM ADVENTURES IN ANGLOTOPIA
By Jonathan Thomas
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I

t’s the smell I love most of all. When the old
wooden door opens and you enter, then open the
internal door, the smell hits you. It’s not a bad
smell by any means. It’s the most wonderful smell.
It’s the smell of a 400-year-old building. A mixture
of cleaners, old wood, furniture, carpets, and clean
English air. It’s glorious. We’re all used to the
smells of our homes because when you inhabit a
space, your nose gets used to it. But when you leave
for a while, then come back, you smell it again. It
smells like home. The smell of my dream English
cottage is the key code to my Anglophile soul.
I love the doorbell next. The owners of the
cottage don’t even know where it came from or
where to find a replacement in case it breaks. It’s
a lovely brass bell. Connected by a pulley system
through the entryway to the front door. Outside you
pull a lever, and it makes the most wonderful noise.
When you’re inside the cottage and the bell rings,
it fills the entire cottage with its song. Yes, every
cottage needs a proper bell. An electronic substitute
will just not do.
At home in my relatively modern house, I don’t
have any views. I live in Indiana. We have vistas,
but they’re mostly flat and contain corn or soybeans.
Every window from this cottage has a view of
something. From the front sitting room, your view
is Gold Hill, the most famous street in Britain, and
a ruined abbey wall from the 10th century. When
you walk back to the piano room and towards
the kitchen, your view is the Blackmore Vale, a
sweeping green valley surrounded by gently rolling
hills. No matter the time of the year, you can watch
the sun rise and set along the entire length of the
vale. Off in the distance is an old Victorian church.
Right below you are the back gardens of the cottage
under Gold Hill. It’s a slice of England. When you
go upstairs, the views don’t stop.
One of the smaller bedrooms, where we usually
put our children when we stay, also has a view
of the Blackmore Vale, but in a more easterly
direction. When you lay there, late at night with
your children, you can watch the cars go up and
down the curving roads, miles away. They’re like
snakes in the night. In the turquoise room, where
we always sleep even though there is a larger bed
upstairs, it’s perfectly compact and also has a view
of Gold Hill and the abbey wall. Even in the cold of
winter, we open the window and let the cool breeze
in at night. It’s the best way to hear the sounds of

INTRODUCING ADVENTURES
IN ANGLOTOPIA - MY NEW
BOOK
This article is a chapter from my new book
Adventures in Anglotopia: The Makings of an
Anglophile. Out now as a hardcover book from all
major booksellers, this book is a fascinating journey
through British History, Culture, and Travel to
answer the question I get asked the most - why am I
such an Anglophile?
The book is available directly from us signed, or
you can order on Amazon, Barnes and Noble or any
bookseller really - it’s also available in ebook as
well.
I’ve worked on this book for three years and I’m so
excited to finally be able to share it with you all!

the town.
And, surprisingly, there isn’t much sound.
That’s one of the most surprising things about the
English countryside - how quiet it is except for
the occasional bit of wildlife. At night, Gold Hill
is completely silent save for the occasional punter
stumbling back from the pub down in St. James.
If you’re really lucky, you’ll hear the church bells
at the top of Gold Hill on Sunday morning. Then,
shortly thereafter, you’ll hear the bells of the other
church in town echoing its calls.
Climb another flight of stairs and you’re in the
final bedroom. This room has expansive views of
the Blackmore Vale and is the coziest room in the
cottage because it’s in a converted loft with low
ceilings. The bed is practically lying on the floor.
When you’re lying in it and hear the winds of the
Blackmore Vale push the cottage and force it to
bend and creak, the cottage begins to talk to you.
You hear the stories of hundreds of years of people
who have lived there.
The views are perfect, from every room. I want
to die with this view within my sight.
The cottage is old, as I said, but it’s still a
modern home. It’s not a museum. Compromises
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must be made to function in the modern world.
I’ve had to fight with the toilets on more than one
occasion when they didn’t work correctly. At one
point, I had to disassemble it with the cottage owner
on the phone telling me what do to. Then there are
the extractor fans, required by modern planning
regulations. They’re automatic. They open silently
when you turn on the light, then proceed to make
the loudest whine you can imagine. It doesn’t stop
when you turn the light off either. It continues until
it’s satisfied no dangerous fumes of any kind remain
in the bathrooms.
TVs are hidden away so they don’t detract from
the history of the rooms. It’s always fun trying to
cook in the kitchen. Everything is different. Not
just different, English different. I’ve burned quite
a few meals by assuming that everything would be
the same as it was back home. Thankfully, there are
smoke detectors and I’ve never had to call upon the
services of the local fire service. It’s an odd mesh of
modern home conveniences in an ancient building.
It’s wonderful. The British are the master of the
bodge. There is no other way to live in a 400-year-

old cottage than to bodge things and make the best
of it.
Cottages like this were built for the lower
classes. They were built cheaply and, in some cases,
shoddily. That’s why, when I leave the bedroom,
my six-foot-tall frame has to duck so I don’t hit my
head on the 400-year-old beam outside the door
(rumored to be from the bow of a ship). Why not
just fix it? It’s load-bearing. The whole cottage
would collapse without it. So, mustn’t grumble and
just remember to duck.
I have forgotten to duck on several occasions.
It’s built of stone, and all different kinds
of stone at that. Usually cottages like this are
constructed with locally sourced materials. In some
cases, builders simply looted the abbey ruins across
the street for building materials. The echoes of the
long destroyed abbey (looted during the Dissolution
of the Monasteries - thanks Henry VIII) are literally
in the walls of Gold Hill. Recycling out of necessity
creates sublime beauty. Stone buildings are funny
creatures; they’re hard to set up with modern HVAC
units. This building doesn’t have an air conditioner
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- most houses in England don’t. It doesn’t get hot
enough to need one usually, but occasionally it does
get sweltering - 90 degrees is hot to the British.
There’s no way to retrofit the house with a forced
air HVAC system. So, it has radiators. Good luck
getting the temperature just right, though. It’s either
chilly or boiling hot. One day, we’ll get it right. It
doesn’t help that the thermostat is in Celsius and
that might as well be Greek. I just don’t know what
“20 C” means in any real sense.
England’s low winter sun is perfection in the
winter, and this cottage is perfectly situated to get
the most of it. I’ve wiled away many winter days,
sitting on the sofa in the piano room, reading a book
and bathing in that warm winter glow. ClassicFM is
always playing in the background. Cups of tea are
required. Cake too.
There are millions of cottages like this, all over
Britain. Their look and feel varies. They are often
built of stone. Some have thatched roofs. Some
are run down. Some have been abandoned to time
because no one can be bothered to give them the
care they require. But these cottages define a picture
of England that is enduring around the world. No
one thinks about Swiss Chalets like we think of
English cottages. Most are unassuming. They are
simple homes, nothing special. But the people that
live in them, treat them as something special.
Cottages need special care. They need a lush
garden. Cottages are not for everyone, but if you
ask most city-dwellers in England, what they
dream of, they will tell you they dream of living
in a small cottage in the country. The English soul,
and now my soul, lives in a cottage in the English
countryside. During World War I, Britons were
encouraged to send postcards to their loved ones
on the frontline featuring scenes of cottages in the
English countryside. Propaganda posters featured
lush English landscapes filled with cottages.
People literally fought and died for England and its
conception of its cozy cottages.
It’s weird to be in a loving relationship with
a place, especially a place you do not own and
probably never will. Our favorite cottage is selfcatering, rented out by the owners for anyone to
enjoy. They bought it for sentimental reasons, but
run it seriously as a business. It’s an investment to
them, albeit one with special meaning. We have no
claim to ownership over it. I happen to know what
the place roughly sold for when they bought it. As
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random chance would have it, we both saw it in the
Sunday Times when it went up for sale in 2006.
I will likely never be able to afford to live there
permanently.
So, we visit whenever we can, which is not
often enough. The owners, as fate would have it,
have become very good friends of ours, almost a
surrogate English family of sorts. They know how
much the place means to us and they have bent over
backwards to accommodate us in the past. A few
years ago, they realized that they were no longer
getting the reward they wanted out of the cottage
from the constant work, stress of dealing with
guests, and the all-around tribulations it takes to run
a small business. They decided to sell the cottage.
This was the most devastating news to us.
The idea that it could be sold and turned back
into a private home and that we might never be
able to stay there again was so upsetting to us;
I cried when I heard the news. We immediately
booked a trip so that we could be amongst the last
regular guests to stay in the cottage. It was a very
different trip. Most of our previous trips had been
to do something specific or research something
interesting. This trip was literally to stay in a place
one last time and make the most of every moment.
And that’s what we did. We still did things
in Shaftesbury, but we spent as much time as we
possibly could in the cottage. We watched telly,
cooked meals, read books, slept in the comfortable
beds. We took long leisurely baths in the enormous
bathtub with views over the Blackmore Vale. We
were there the week of New Year’s, the Christmas
tree was still up, but Christmas was over. It was
another English winter, the cottage groaned and
swayed in the winter winds.
In my journey to Gold Hill, I finally found a
cottage located directly on it. I had achieved many
dreams, but all that was behind me. Now it was
a place that was mine. It was a place I had lived,
if only for a few days or weeks at a time over the
years. It had gone from a place I put on my wall, to
a place where I had real memories. Spending those
final days in the cottage was like saying goodbye to
a friend you knew you would never see again.
When we packed up and said our goodbyes, I
cried harder than I ever cried in my life. Pathetic,
I know. It’s just a building. But it’s so much more
than a building to me. It’s an English cottage, my
English cottage. My special place in the world.

English cottages are a place to be at peace with
the world and yourself. Leave your smartphone
outside, the computer at work. Bring yourself and
a book or a Sunday newspaper. I love spending
time in this cottage so much because it allows me
to spend my time in the way I like to spend it being one with a place and focusing on the things
I love the most. One day, I’ll be able to have this
experience all the time. Until then, I’ll stay in short
bursts and make the most of every single moment.
I never really leave the cottage. A piece of me
always stays there, waiting for me to come back.
Yet, the piece of me that wants to go back is always
bigger. A year after our final stay, we got word that
they just weren’t able to sell the place, no matter
how hard they tried. So, they decided to keep it for
now and continue to rent it out. I will have a chance
to stay there again. Goodbye was not necessary. I
can’t wait to go back. And, hopefully, they’ll hold
onto it just long enough until we’re able to buy
it. It’s a dream. Certainly a dream that requires
purchasing lottery tickets.
But dreams have a way of coming true.

Adventures in Anglotopia: The
Makings of an Anglophile
Hardcover: 290 pages
Publisher: Anglotopia LLC (June 1, 2020)
ISBN-10: 0985477083
ISBN-13: 978-0985477080
Product Dimensions: 6 x 0.8 x 9 inches
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RAILWAY ICON: THE A4 LOCOMOTIVE
THE FASTEST STEAM TRAIN
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T

rains revolutionized human transport, from
the moment in 1825 when the Stockton and
Darlington Railway took its first passengers.
Powered by George Stephenson’s Locomotion
steam engine, the passenger’s must have been
exhilarated and terrified at the same moment.
Steam-trains opened countries to rapid travel, and
they had the greatest impact in small nations like
the UK, where they allowed ‘day-trips’ almost
anywhere, giving birth to mass-tourism.
Speed always mattered, and train-makers vied
to have the fastest trains. The zenith of the Age
of Steam was the Class A4 Steam Locomotive,
which achieved the highest speed ever reached by
a steam-train – 126 mph – on the 3rd of July 1938.
The A4 was the creation of Nigel Gresley, who
was knighted for his achievements in locomotive
engineering. He designed other famous trains too,
like the Flying Scotsman.
The Age of Steam was also the Age of Speed,
and with the rapid development of railways, and
the steam locomotives to pull them, came the
desire to go faster and faster. Speeds only dreamed
of on horseback soon became commonplace, and
inventors and engineers strove to make engines
that were more and more powerful, to travel at
ever greater speeds. The supremacy of the steam
locomotive only lasted about 100 years, before
being eclipsed by diesel engines and then electricity.
High-speed trains run today over 350 mph, but the
fastest steam locomotive ever driven achieved an
impressive 126 mph over 80 years ago, a speed
never beaten by steam since.
Rivalry between Britain and Germany reached
a high-point in the years leading up to WWII.
Besides the intense and serious geopolitical rivalry
that would soon lead to war, other rivalries were
all around. On the railways, Germany proudly ran
its train on time, and very fast too. Germany was
ahead in diesel trains, and the DRG Class SVT
877 Hamburg Flyer or the Fliegender Hamburger
(Flying Hamburger) was already running from
Berlin to Hamburg in 1933. It achieved an average
speed of 77 mph daily on that run. But like England,
Germany believed that steam would produce the
fastest trains.
The Borsig-Werke locomotive factory
manufactured trains in 1935 designed for speed, the
Deutsche Reichsbahn’s Class 05, or DRG-05. These
were part of the regular locomotive fleet but had

KEY FACTS
•
•
•
•

Became the fastest steam train ever in
1938
Designed by Nigel Gresley, a preeminent railway engineer
Beat a German record at a time of high
tension
Iconic streamlined shape

been fitted with streamlining plates, and they were
used to haul passenger cars on the regular Berlin
to Hamburg run. In 1935 and 1936 a series of test
runs were made with fully-laden trains on this run,
culminating with a run on the 11th of May 1936,
where the train, generating 3,400 horse-power,
reached 124.5 mph, a record. The United States was
also building high-speed steam engines at this time,
perhaps most notably the Milwaukee Road Class A,
built by the American Locomotive Company pulling
the ‘Hiawatha Express’ from Chicago to St. Paul. It
had achieved 113 mph on the 5th of April 1935.
The DRG-05 record lasted just two years. On
the 3rd of July 1938, a train running from London
to Edinburgh achieved 126 mph on a slightly
downhill section of the track near the market town
of Grantham, Lincolnshire. With 61-year-old Joseph
Duddington as the engine driver, and fireman
Thomas Bray, the train was only four months old
– broken-in, but not yet beginning to show wear.
This train was the LNER Class A4 4468 Mallard,
designed by Nigel Gresley for the London and
North Eastern Railway, the second-largest of the
four main railway operators at the time.
Herbert Nigel Gresley came from noble stock
– the Gresley family could date their ancestry back
to the Normans and had been Barons since 1611,
at Drakelow Hall in Derbyshire. Many of them
had been called Nigel. But Nigel Gresley was the
descendant of younger sons, and so had no title,
and no major wealth. His father was a vicar and
sent him to Marlborough College, a respected feepaying English’ public’ school. In 1893 he became
a ‘premium apprentice’ with the London & North
Western Railway, at their Crewe engineering plant,
in Cheshire. This kind of apprenticeship, for boys
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over 16, was only available to the sons of influential
families. A significant sum was paid to the company
for the training provided, a wage was rarely paid,
and these young men did not go on to become
tradesmen, but instead moved into management
positions.
Although not directly involved, the young
Gresley must have watched closely the several
unofficial races between rival railway companies
at the time, who vied particularly for the fastest
speeds from London to Edinburgh in the so-called
‘Race to the North’. The enthusiasm for speed
was a significant marketing element in the rivalry
between the numerous private railways, and a spur
for locomotive development. Gresley must surely,
as a young man, been caught up in the general
enthusiasm for faster and faster trains.
Gresley moved through several junior
management positions in various railway
companies, always working upwards, and by 1905
he was Carriage and Wagon Superintendent at the
Great Northern Railway in Doncaster. This put him
in charge of all the rolling stock, except for the
locomotives themselves. His job involved far more
than just making sure that the stock was in the right
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places at the right times, He also designed carriages,
notable for their sleek, modern lines, and supervised
their construction. Particularly, he developed the
system of articulation, still in use today. This is the
permanent joining of cars together, with a flexible
connection, thus making them longer, and making
the train look sleeker too.
His skill in both art and engineering brought
him to the attention of the company heads, and in
1911, when the position became vacant, he was
appointed as Locomotive Superintendent. In this
post, he was not only in charge of the running,
repair and maintenance of all the locomotives and
rolling stock but also for creating all-new designs.
An early success was the A3 Pacific Great Northern,
unveiled in 1922. In 1923 the Great Northern
Railway was absorbed into the London and North
Eastern Railway, with Gresley as Chief Mechanical
Engineer. He held that post until 1941 when he died
of a heart attack, two months before his retirement
day. During those years, Gresley became the preeminent railway engineer of the country, and the
Mallard was his greatest creation. He was knighted
in June 1936.
The Mallard was a Class A4 locomotive, a
streamlined derivative of Gresley’s earlier A3
Pacific locomotive, tested in wind-tunnels, and with
a distinctive curved front designed to also lift the
smoke away from the driver. It had improved fuel
and water consumption compared to the A3, and a
French Klychap double chimney, a further power
improvement. Seventy feet long, and weighing
over 100 tons, the locomotive was an impressive
sight, and was popular with train-spotters and artists
alike, calling them ‘streaks’. She carried 8 tons of
coal and 5,000 gallons of water to keep the engines
running and generated 2,200 horse-power. The
Mallard was the 10th A4 built, in a group all named
after birds – Gresley was a keen amateur duck
breeder in the moat of his home, Salisbury Hall,
near St. Albans in Hertfordshire.
The Mallard did overheat the big end bearing in
the run, and she struggled to reach Peterborough.
A replacement was waiting – a much older train –
to finish the journey to London, and it had luckily
just disappeared from sight when the press arrived.
The defeat of the German record was greeted
with glee by the media and the public. Repaired,
the train returned to service and was only finally
retired in 1963, after running 1½ million miles,

often at speeds over 100 mph. In 1948 plaques
commemorating the record were attached to either
side of the locomotive.

•

Sites to Visit

•
•

•
•

•

•

The restored Mallard can be seen at the
National Railway Museum, Leeman Rd,
York.
There is a statue of Gresley at King’s Cross
Railway Station, London. A duck placed
at the feet of the statue by the sculptor
was removed at the request of Gresley’s
grandsons.
There is a memorial plaque to Gresley at
Waverley Railway Station, Edinburgh.

•
•

Further Research
•
•

Mallard: How the ‘Blue Streak’ Broke the
World Steam Speed Record, by Don Hale,
2015
Mallard 75 - Celebrating Britain’s Greatest
Steam Moments, by Robin Jones, 2013
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Mallard and the A4 Class, by David
McIntosh, 2008
Mallard and the A4 Pacific, by Rob
Adamson, Chris Nettleton. 2013
Sir Nigel Gresley: The Engineer and His
Family, by Geoffrey Hughes, 2001
The Locomotives of Sir Nigel Gresley, by
O. S. Nock, 2013
Nigel Gresley: Locomotive engineer, by F.
A. S Brown, 1961

GREAT BRITONS
CHRISTOPHER MARLOWE
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T

he subject of intense speculation, because
so few hard facts are known about him,
Christopher Marlowe is credited with
developing the blank verse form for theatre, which
was then used by William Shakespeare. The son of
a Canterbury cobble, Marlowe went to Cambridge
on a scholarship and was probably recruited as a
secret service agent by the government of Queen
Elizabeth. He wrote a series of controversial plays
that were performed to great acclaim during the
1590s, but he was then arrested and charged with
heresy for alleged atheism. He was murdered
at the age of 29 in a drunken brawl, which may
have actually been an assassination, or a plot to
disappear, thus avoiding the charges against him
and possibly even becoming William Shakespeare.
In Elizabethan times, children often died in the
first few days after birth, so parents were quick
to have them baptised, to ensure their entry into
heaven. So when John Marlowe, a shoemaker in
the city of Canterbury, had his son baptised at the
Church of St. George the Martyr, on Saturday, the
26th of February, 1564, we can be reasonable sure
that the infant Christopher was just a few days
old, although we have no record of his exact date
of birth. 1564 was an exceptional year in history
because it was also the year of Shakespeare’s birth,
and he and Marlowe are closely linked, as we shall
see. Galileo Galilei was also born that year.
In Britain, it is the presence of a cathedral that
makes a city, so Canterbury was certainly that,
although in 1564 it probably had little more than
2,000 adults living there. John had chosen the
Church of St. George because it was just across the
street from his house on the corner of St. George’s
Lane. The Church had a large bell that woke the
whole city at 4 a.m. each day, and Christopher grew
up hearing that bell every morning. No doubt his
mother, Katherine, who John had married in 1561,
roused him and her other six living children when
the bell rang.
Christopher Marlowe must have been
exceptional as a child because he caught the
attention of a local philanthropist, Sir Roger
Manwood. We suspect this because Marlowe wrote
an elegy in Latin to Manwood when he died in
1592. Manwood paid for the boy to attend King’s
School, run by the Dean of Canterbury Cathedral,
and right next door to it. The school took fifty boys
both destitute of the help of friends and endowed

KEY FACTS
•
•
•
•

Born 1564 – died 1593 (?)
Poet, Playwright, Free Thinker, and Spy
Brilliant and controversial life shrouded
in unknowns
Was murdered at 29, or perhaps went on
to become Shakespeare

with minds apt for learning, although, in reality,
the places were usually taken by the sons of the
local gentry. Marlowe was lucky there was an
unfilled vacancy Manwood could purchase for him,
although it didn’t arise until he was fourteen, and
the upper age for the school was fifteen. After his
brief but fruitful time at King’s School, in 1580
Marlowe went to Cambridge University and entered
Corpus Christi College. He had won a scholarship
for this by demonstrating his knowledge of Latin,
including singing by sight and writing a poem in
what then was the universal language of the Church,
and of learning in general.
Marlowe showed his literary talents and love
of poetry right away, challenging himself by
translating Lucan’s Pharsalia into English blank
verse and Ovid’s Amores into rhyming couplets.
He then moved on to writing plays, and he created
blank verse drama (later adopted by Shakespeare)
with a play that is sadly now lost. This was The
True History of George Scanderbeg, which was
based on the life of George Castriot, who liberated
Albania from Turkish rule in 1450. For Marlowe,
this was as recent as the Crimean War is to us.
Marlowe left Cambridge in 1587, with a
coveted Master’s degree, having received his BA
in 1584. He was required by his scholarship to
enter the Anglican clergy, but instead, he began
to work for the government. Queen Elizabeth’s
chief minister, Lord Burghley, was also Chancellor
of the University of Cambridge, and he used the
University as a recruiting ground for intelligent and
patriotic young men to join his secret service – a
tradition that continued well into the 20th century,
and even right up to today. The Elizabethan Secret
Service, under the direction of the Secretary of
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State, Sir Francis Walsingham, was very successful,
with agents all across Europe, and as far away as
Turkey. Its purpose was to protect the protestant
Queen Elizabeth from the intrigues and plots of
Catholic elements. In the 1580s the Prince of
Orange, a protestant, and the French Catholic Kings
Henri III and Charles IX were all assassinated, and
Elizabeth was at the top of the list. It was only the
ceaseless work of Walsingham that kept her alive.
Marlowe was already a spy when at Cambridge.
After his BA he was mysteriously absent for periods
of time – against the rules of the University. It
seems he was at the Catholic Seminary in Rheims,
pretending to seek conversion. In fact, he was
spying on the head of the seminary, Cardinal
Allen, who was behind the Babington Plot, a plan
to assassinate Elizabeth and put Queen Mary in
her place. Cambridge thought Marlowe’s guise of
conversion was genuine, and it was on the point of
refusing his MA. A letter from the Privy Council
was needed to restore his reputation, referring
mysteriously to ‘actions. . . [where]. . . he had
behaved himself orderly and discreetly, whereby
he had done Her Majesty good service. To have
such support from the most powerful in the land
indicates how valuable Marlowe already was to the
government. He would continue in secret service
to the Queen after his arrival in London from
Cambridge.
In London, Marlowe became a member of
the School of the Night. This was a secret society
dedicated to studying the scientific works of
the European Renaissance, at a time when they
were not welcome in a country controlled by
a fundamentalist church. The society had been
founded by Sir Walter Raleigh and the 9th Earl of
Northumberland, Henry Percy, and its members
included mathematicians, philosophers and poets.
Thomas Hariot, an astronomer and scientist with
a house that was more like a laboratory, was
Marlowe’s friend, and his introduction to the
School. Its members were branded ‘Atheists’, a
label even more dangerous than ‘Catholic’. Later
both the Earl of Northumberland and Raleigh
would be imprisoned in the Tower of London –
Northumberland for 16 years – on false charges,
so much did the Church and the Throne fear
‘Free Thinkers’, as these men preferred to call
themselves.
Marlowe’s first play in London was Tamburlaine
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the Great, which appeared in 1587. It was an
account of Timur, or Tamburlaine, who rose from
shepherd to warlord in Central Asia. It was one of
the very first blank verse plays of the Elizabethan
Theatre. Marlowe was fortunate to have an
imposing (both in height and talent) actor called
Edward Alleyn perform all his major plays. With his
company, The Admiral’s Men, Alleyn went on to
perform the title roles in The Jew of Malta, Edward
II, Doctor Faustus, and The Massacre at Paris. All
Marlowe’s plays had controversial social, political
or philosophical themes, particularly The Massacre
of Paris (which survives only as a re-construction
from memory), which was about the Protestant/
Catholic conflict, and the risks of mob massacres. A
character called ‘the Secret Agent’ is believed to be
Marlowe himself.
He also wrote poems, song lyrics and possibly
co-authored Shakespeare’s Henry IV plays. His
translation of Ovid, done when he was a student,
was publicly burned in 1599 during a crackdown on
‘offensive material’.
On the 20th May 1593, Marlowe was arrested
and charged with atheism, a heresy punishable by
burning at stake. On the 30th of May Marlowe met
with three other well-known government agents
in a house in Deptford. A brawl followed dinner,
perhaps overpayment of the bill, and Marlowe was
stabbed to death. A body was hastily buried in an
unmarked grave and then moved to the Deptford
Churchyard, following a hasty inquest by the Royal
Coroner. But did he really die? Two possibilities
are fiercely debated. First, the idea that this was an
assassination, and that the ‘drunken brawl’ was a
crude cover-story.
The second theory is that Marlowe was not
dead at all, but had escaped into exile, with a fake
death to cover his tracks. There is a document from
1595 which seems to be in Marlowe’s hand, and
one theory, based on an analysis of Shakespeare’s
sonnets, has it that Marlow in fact transformed
himself into The Bard, and is the author of the plays
today attributed to Shakespeare. Naturally, these
theories remain controversial, and like much else
from this period, there is little evidence, but much
speculation.

conjecture and reason, rather than hard facts.
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Sites to Visit
•

•

•

There is a plaque on the wall of St Nicholas’
Church, Deptford Green, London SE8,
stated that Marlowe’s remains lie nearby.
This is the churchyard he was purportedly
buried in.
There is a bronze statue of The Muse of
Poetry as part of the Marlowe Memorial in
Butter Market, Canterbury. The statue is by
Edward Onslow Ford, and it was erected in
1891.
There is a memorial window dedicated to
Marlowe in Poets’ Corner in Westminster
Abbey. A question mark can be seen after
the date of his death.

Further Research
Note: Research into Marlowe’s times is difficult,
and some of the events described above are subject
to dispute by historians and may be based on
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Christopher Marlowe: a biography, by A.L.
Rowse, 1964
The Reckoning: The Murder of Christopher
Marlowe, by Charles Nicholl, 1995
Christopher Marlowe: A Renaissance Life,
by Constance Brown Kuriyama, 2002
Christopher Marlowe: Poet & Spy, by Park
Honan, 2007
In search of Christopher Marlowe: A
pictorial biography, by A.D. Wright 1965
Shakespeare & Co.: Christopher Marlowe,
Thomas Dekker, Ben Jonson, Thomas
Middleton, John Fletcher and the Other
Players in His Story, by Stanley Wells, 2008
Marlowe is also a character in several
historical fictions/speculations:
It was Marlowe, by Wilbur G. Zeigler, 1895.
Enter a Spy: The Double Life of Christopher
Marlowe, by Herbert Lom, 1978
A Dead Man in Deptford, by Anthony
Burgess, 1993

THE SLANG PAGE

BRITISH WORDS AND PHRASES USED ON HOLIDAY BY JOHN RABON
Language can certainly vary between the United States
and the United Kingdom, even though both countries
predominantly speak English, and this is most evident by
different terms used to describe the same things. This
extends even into taking some time off, and the words
to describe what you’re doing or how you’re doing it. Of
course, this list is not extensive, so you can feel free to
add any terms or phrases we missed in the comments.
Holiday
While we might call it a vacation in the states, a
“holiday” isn’t just a day of festivity. The word “vacation”
originated in the 1300s, while “holiday” appeared twohundred years later (originating from “holy day”). By
the 19th Century, “holiday” became the primary British
term to describe any day off of work, whether it was
associated with a religious observance or not.

more common in the UK to refer to suitcases and
handbags. The latter is also sometimes referred to as
“hand luggage” and includes what we in the States might
call a carry-on.
Rucksack
Many young Brits going on their gap year or hiking while
on holiday will typically pack their things into a rucksack,
which is the British term for a backpack. An older term
for this that was used in both American and Great
Britain was a knapsack.
Bum Bag
A bum bag or bumbag is typically a fabric bag worn
around the waist. In the United States, it’s most
commonly called a “fanny pack”, but the word fanny
in Britain has an entirely different meaning with some
unfortunately inappropriate implications.

Holiday Camp
What Americans might regard as a campground is
known to Brits as a “holiday camp”. The idea behind
a holiday camp is that they not only provide you
with buildings in which to stay, but also provide
entertainment from fairs to ballroom dancing. Several
franchises of holiday camps started appearing in the
1930s, distinguished by the colored coats that they wear.

Caravan
The original meaning of caravan was a group of people
that travelled together, but around the late-19thto-early20th century in Britain, it also came to mean a covered
vehicle in which people can live. Over time, it’s come to
include both what we might think of as trailers that are
towed behind a vehicle or a motor home.

Butlins
Ramble
One of the biggest holiday camp franchises, Butlins
refers to the group of holiday camps founded by Billy
Butlin in 1936. As mentioned previously, holiday camp
staff are primarily known by the color of their coats, and
the term “Redcoats” in the UK typically refers to Butlins
staff, which is very different from its American meaning.
Gap Year
Another type of holiday Brits might go on, especially
if they just finished secondary school. It’s a bit of a
tradition in the UK for students to take a year between
finishing school and starting university to travel, work, or
volunteer.
Luggage
Luggage has a very similar meaning in the US but is
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Ramble doesn’t have as much meaning in America
unless you’re using it to refer to someone who talks
almost nonsensically without stopping. In Britain, ramble
is both a noun and a verb, used to mean an idle walk.
Those who go on these walks through the countryside
(oftentimes regardless of fences, hedges, or other
boundaries) are referred to as ramblers.
SATNAV
SATNAV is a portmanteau for “satellite navigation” and
still often refers to the little device in your car that acts
as a map. In the United States, we tend to use the term
GPS or “Global Positioning System”. Whichever term
you use, most people keep their maps on an app on
their mobile phones.
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