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Readers really enjoyed our feature on the abandoned
tube station of Aldwych in the last issue, which
was a joy to write (and experience!). So, when
tickets became available again, we booked them
for next February to explore Down Street Tube, the
former bunker during World War II for Britain’s
government. You can bet we’ll be writing about it
next year in the magazine!
The magazine business is new to us - so thank
you for your patience as we navigate our way into
becoming publishers. There’s one more issue left this
year - which will be shipped out around November
and it will have a Holiday theme. After that, it will
be time for everyone to renew their subscriptions
to the magazine. We hope you’ve enjoyed the
magazine and will renew when the time comes. Our
subscription software will email you when it’s time,
so don’t worry!

About the Magazine
The Anglotopia Magazine is published quarterly by
Anglotopia LLC, a USA registered Corporation. All
contents copyrighted.

It’s also an exciting time as we have launched sales
of our 2017 calendar. This was a big seller for us last
year and helped keep us afloat. We’ve changed the
calendar slightly based on feedback and included
12 brand new pictures from around England. Please
consider buying our calendar as your way to support
Anglotopia’s continuing efforts. You can order at our
online store located at http://store.anglotopia.net

Letters to the Editors may be addressed to:

We’re done with our travels for this year; we
gathered so much stuff on our last trip we have
several issues worth of articles and pictures. We’re
just getting started and we can’t wait to share
everything with you. Our next trip will be in
February 2017 and then we’re going as a family for
Christmas 2017.
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Cheers,
Jonathan & Jackie
Anglotopia
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THE QUEEN OF BRITISH POTTERY
The Emma Bridgewater Factory
Photos and Words By Jacqueline Thomas
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I

am not a morning person, and that is putting
it mildly. I require at least an entire pot of
coffee or tea to function for the day. A critical
component of the morning beverage is the mug
one drinks it in. I had my favorite Herdy mug that
I bought several years ago on a trip to England. My
morning coffee with my mug is a daily ritual to start
my day, so when my darling toddler accidentally
smashed my Herdy mug, I was devastated. I needed
a replacement and fast. I had always admired Emma
Bridgewater’s pottery, so I ordered a Union Jack mug
from them.
I waited with great anticipation for my mug to
arrive. Finally, it came, and on that first morning,
as I poured my coffee into it, I was hooked. The
mug felt so natural in my hand and was beautifully
crafted. It was like no mug I had ever had before.
So it set me to thinking about where the cup had
originated and how had it found its way into my
kitchen in Indiana, full of hot steaming coffee.
As I started to learn a little more about Emma
Bridgewater, I was amazed to learn that all of the
pottery is still made by hand and not mass-produced
on an assembly line. I was shocked; that is a rarity
these days. It made me stop and really admire the
craftsmanship that had gone into my mug. I knew
that one day I would love to visit the factory and
see it first hand. I mentioned it to Mr Anglotopia in
passing.
Six months later, we happened to be traveling
in the Midlands and he mentioned to me that we
would be near Stoke-on-Trent, where the Emma
Bridgewater factory was located. I was excited and
insisted we take the factory tour. I wanted to see
where my mug was made. I knew that England
had a long and distinguished history in the pottery
industry; I just didn’t realize how extensive it had
been. Nor did I realise that I would be walking in
the footsteps of history.
Stoke has been home to pottery production
since the 12th century. The area became a hot spot
for pottery production due to the clay, salt, lead
and coal that were readily available in the area. In
1720, the industry had its spark when John Astbury
created creamware. This was the innovation needed
to propel the industry to eventually become the
centre of pottery production in the world by 1800.
By the mid-1700s, Spode, Wedgewood and Royal
Doulton had set up potteries in this area. By 1740,
Stoke was the pottery centre for England.

Key Facts
•
•
•
•
•

Founded in a flat in London in 1985.
Now based in Stoke-on-Trent as one of its
largest employers.
Builds on the pottery history of Stoke going
back 300 years.
Each item is handmade and not mass
produced.
Factory offers tours and experience days
where you can try your hand at pottery
making.

Josiah Wedgwood further revolutionised the
industry by perfecting creamware. He managed to
lighten the color of the clay by using a lead glaze
containing cobalt. Around the same time, the Trent
and Mersey Canal opened, allowing clay from as far
away as China to be brought in and finished goods
to be sent out. The industry continued to grow
drastically and was further propelled by the opening
of the London and Northwestern Railway and the
Midland Railways in the 1840s.
However, as beautiful as the finished products
were, this industry had a dark side, with massive
pollution and child labor. By the 1840s, the working
conditions for children working in the potteries had
become so serious that there was talk in Parliament
of instituting child labor laws for the potteries. It was
not until 1898 that age restrictions were finally put
into place, limiting what jobs children could do in
the potteries. It was not uncommon to have entire
families, including children, working at one or more
of the potteries in order to make a living.
By the late 1930s, more than half of the working
population in Stoke was working in the pottery
industry. As the pottery industry continued to grow,
so did the pollution. The main culprit of pollution
came from the bottle-shaped kilns that were coalfired to produce the finished pieces. It was said that
it was not uncommon for the sun to be blacked
out entirely by the soot and smoke from the bottle
kilns. By 1953, Parliament had to act by passing the
Clean Air Act, limiting the amount of pollution. The
industry had also been regulated a few years earlier,
banning lead glazes which killed many workers from
lead poisoning.
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The Factory Entrance

By the 1950s, the potteries were in sharp decline,
now that new inventions like plastic had come onto
the market. By 1965, there were no bottle kilns still
in use. Many of the potteries that survived turned to
making more traditional and formal pottery, leaving
a hole in the market for functional, everyday pottery.
Emma Bridgewater realized this one day when she
was shopping for a birthday present for her mother.
She wanted a casual piece of everyday pottery and
found that it simply did not exist.
Emma Bridgewater said that this idea “struck
her between the eyes.” She quickly realised there was
a gaping hole in the pottery industry. She started
making pottery in her London flat, while reading
English at University. She started her company with
four basic pieces: a mug, a bowl, a milk jug and a
dish. Her pieces were not only casual but also had
charming designs that became very popular. Emma
and her husband, Matthew Rice, worked together
over the years to build a pottery company in the
tradition of British pottery.
By 1991, the company moved into
manufacturing their own pottery, not just
decorating it. In 1996, the company moved into
its current factory, an abandoned pottery factory
that was put out of business during Stoke’s decline.
The company is still based there today and this is
where my coffee mug was made. The company offers

regular tours of the factory for visitors.
We went for our tour at the end of April on
a frigid day. Upon pulling up to the factory and
walking in, I couldn’t help but think of how odd
the stern, Victorian era factory, reminiscent of
something out of Oliver Twist, looked next to the
cheery polka-dotted sign for the factory. I was
truly walking in the footsteps of history. I was in
complete awe of the architectural beauty of the
factory composed of Victorian red brick.
I could not believe my eyes when we stepped
into the building; it was so cheery. We arrived a bit
early and registered our pre-booked tickets in the
“seconds shop” (they don’t like the word rejected, so
they call defective items seconds). I had never seen
that much Emma Bridgewater Pottery in one place;
my eyes lit up and my wallet began to quiver with
fear. Luckily, our tour was about to start and our
lovely tour guide, Julie, went over some basic safety
rules for our tour, as it is a tour of a working factory.
She started with a brief history of the building itself,
noting that it had housed a pottery company of
one sort or another since 1885. She also informed
us that the factory was made up of the design
studio, where Emma and Matthew worked, Sponge
works, and Transfers departments and the actual
manufacturing areas where the molds are made,
poured, decorated and fired. Our tour consisted of
5

A freshly made mug

Demonstration of its fragility

The raw clay used for plates

Mugs before they’re fired in the kiln
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Items ready to be fired

about 5 or 6 other people, which made the group a
manageable size, as we didn’t have to jostle to see
things and could clearly hear Julie explain each step
in the process to us.
The first stop on our tour was the mold room,
where all of the molds are cast for each piece of
pottery produced by Emma Bridgewater. It was neat
to mention that they never throw away a mold as
pieces often go out of style only to return. Julie went
over how the molds were cast with a special recipe
of plaster and how the mold process was a closely
guarded secret. The average mold would last about
6-7 weeks and then a new one would have to be cast
again.
From there, we went onto the “slip house,” as
it is called. This is where the unique blend of clay
is made. Clays coming from Cornwall, Devon
and Wales are combined with water and softener
to make all pieces of Emma Bridgewater pottery.
The clay becomes a liquid, which is sent via a pipe
into another building were the hollowware molds
are filled. Julie explained that hollowware consists
of things that are hollow such as mugs, jugs and

teapots. About 400 molds are poured each day.
It was also interesting to note that this part of the
process is primarily done by men. This is due to the
weight of the molds holding the clay. They have to
be tipped and moved around in the department as
the clay cures. Each man working in this department
knows how to tip every piece made. It takes a keen
eye and years of experience to know how and when
to tip each piece.
At this point in the tour, we were able to see a
clay mug in its raw form. It was undecorated and
had not been fired in a kiln, so it was merely dried
clay. It was shaped like Bridgewater’s iconic mug.
Julie broke off a piece of the mug from the side, to
gasps of horror from the tour group, illustrating how
fragile the pieces are at this point. She then passed it,
around allowing us each to break off a piece as she
explained the tipping process further. When my turn
came, the fragile mug felt like a thin chocolate bar.
If felt so incredibly wrong to break such a beautiful
piece of artistry. Julie assured me that it was okay to
beak it. The broken pieces are all recycled, she told
the group; nothing is wasted.
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The Gift Shop

The ‘Seconds’ shop
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From there we went to where the plates and
platters were cast. We stopped at a station where
a gentleman by the name of Wayne was making
plates. A machine was cutting thin round sheets of
clay, which he removed and slapped with force onto
a mold. At this point in the tour, Julie asked for a
volunteer to make a plate. I volunteered, as I loved
working with clay in school. I was instructed to
stand next to Wayne. He gave me a brief instruction
on the motion needed to do it. Wayne placed the
slab of clay into my hands, which were above my
head, and told me to “slap” it down onto the mold.
I counted to three and slapped the clay down. It
landed perfectly, much to everyone’s surprise. I
was completely chuffed as he declared, “absolutely
perfect.” Julie told us that the Duchess of Cambridge
had toured and tried to make a plate, as I had just
done, back in February of 2015.
From there we moved on to the Sponge
department. Julie was careful to remind us that
photography of any kind was not permitted in this
department. She told us that they were already
working on the line for Christmas and they wanted
to keep the designs under wraps. The Sponge
department is where all of the sponge works are
done. Most of the pottery is done using sponge
work. I was amazed to learn that each artist cuts
her own sponge to specification. She starts with a
piece of specialised sponge and meticulously cuts
and shapes it to specification. I could not believe
the amount of detail needed to make the sponges. I
should add that this is a job only done by women in
the factory.
From there we were able to see individual
pieces being sponged. While each piece has certain
guidelines, such as the polka-dot pieces must have
so many dots of each color, the artist can place
the dots wherever she’d like so that every piece
is different. It was amazing to see all the artists
sponging these pieces. It struck me as we walked
through that most likely one of the artists in the
room had made my mug that was sitting in the
cupboard back in Indiana.
Before we left the Sponge Works, Julie explained
how each piece has a back stamp and the initials of
each artisan. Each piece of sponge work is signed
by the artist, which I thought was very cool. The
back stamp, which is found on the bottom of
the piece along with the initials of the artist who
sponged the piece, helps date the piece and ensures

Visiting Information
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Stoke-on-Trent is easily accessible by rail and
road, but it’s best to have a car to get to the
factory.
Tours are offered Monday-Friday.
Tours last about an hour.
They cost £2.50 (about $4) but you can get
that back in the gift shop. You need to book
ahead online.
They also offer experience days where you
can decorate your own pottery.
There are two shops - a shop offering their
newest stuff and a ‘seconds’ shop offering
rejected items.
There’s also a lovely cafe on site.

quality control. It was neat to learn that Emma and
Matthew choose the back stamp. This year’s stamp
is a lobster; previous years have consisted of figs, a
hen, and a map of Britain, just to name a few.
We went on to see how the glaze process was
done. It was interesting to learn that the glaze was
purposely dyed with a vegetable dye. By dying the
glaze, the glazers are able to see any holes in the
glaze, ensuring that the entire piece is evenly glazed.
When the pieces are fired in the kiln, the vegetable
dye dries clear. This was the last stop on our tour as
we were not able to see the lacquer applied, due to
health and safety. This was true of the lithograph
department as well, which makes the Black Toast
designs as well as others like it that require more
precision and regularity.
Our tour ended in the lovely courtyard of the
factory. From there I went on to spend a small
fortune in the factory store (which they were happy
to pack up and ship back home – they all arrived
safely), followed by a lovely lunch in the on-site café
where I’m quite sure I spotted Emma Bridgewater
herself. I found a new love and respect for the pieces
made at Emma Bridgewater. Each piece is a work of
art, and no two pieces are the same. I brought home
many mugs, a teapot and some lovely pasta bowls
from the factory that will be treasured forever. I am
thrilled each time I pull them out of the cupboard.
I won’t say that my beautiful mug has made me a
morning person, but I do feel special when I think
of all of the hands that went into making my mug,
and that puts a smile on my face.
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A SECRET PLACE WHERE
TIME STANDS STILL
Exploring Calke Abbey in Derbyshire
Photos and Words by Jonathan Thomas

The North Passage
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The South Front and Main Entrance

D

ark, dirty, dusty and cold are not words
you’d usually use to describe a National
Trust managed property. But then you’ve
probably never heard of Calke Abbey. Calke Abbey
is unique amongst the great British houses in that
it has been left in a state of arrested decay, to help
visitors understand the dangers Stately Homes
faced in recent years. The 20th century was not
kind to great houses like Calke Abbey. The house is
not particularly amazing architecturally; it’s a typical
design of its day. What’s amazing about Calke Abbey
is how it was preserved.
Calke Abbey is located few miles from Ticknall
in Derbyshire, England, and dates back to 1701. The
house was all but forgotten for decades and slid into
disrepair at the hands of the owners who couldn’t
afford the upkeep of a baroque mansion in the 20th
century.
When the National Trust took over Calke Abbey
in the 1980s after a public appeal to save it, the
house was best described as an old curiosity shop,
filled with the cultural detritus of the same family
over 300 years. Preserved in the state in which it
was found and offering a glimpse of life in a country
house well past its heyday, Calke Abbey is one of the

most unusual National Trust properties in the UK.
It’s a place that must be seen to be believed.
Calke Abbey was never actually an abbey but
the site was home to an Augustine Priory, founded
by the 2nd Earl of Chester, Richard d’Avranches
around 1115. Initially an independent community
dedicated to Saint Giles, little is known of the uses
of Calke Priory during the later medieval period.
Calke Priory, like all priories of its type, was seized
by the crown during Henry VIII’s Dissolution of
the Monasteries and in the succeeding years passed
through various leasehold and freehold owners until
falling into the hands of Richard Wendsley in 1575.
The Elizabethan mansion he built on the site of
Calke Priory forms the core of the Calke Abbey we
can see today.
After a few generations of the Wendsley family,
the house was bought by Sir Henry Harpur, 1st
Baronet. Again it passed down through generations
until in 1701 it was inherited by Sir John Harpur,
4th Baronet, who rebuilt Calke Abbey on a grand
scale to fit into the trend of neoclassical architecture
popular in the 18th century.
The new Calke Abbey was built around a
central courtyard with an exterior of Derbyshire
11

The Saloon

Key Facts about Calke Abbey
•
•
•
•

There has been a building on the site of
Calke Abbey since around the year 1115.
The house and estate were owned by the
Harpur Family for more than 350 years.
Calke Abbey has been owned by the
National Trust since 1991 and is open to
the public.
Preserved in arrested decay to illustrate the
decline of the British country house in the
20th century.

stone; it was during the ownership of the next few
generations of the Harpur family that the interiors
of Calke Abbey were at their finest.
From 1701 until Calke Abbey passed into the
ownership of the National Trust in 1984, the house
was hardly changed by its inhabitants. Sir Vauncey
Harpur-Crew was the 10th and last baronet to reside
at Calke Abbey and dedicated his life to the study
of natural history and collection of taxidermy and
12

other biological specimens (much of which is on
display in the house, crammed into every nook and
cranny). Despite the need for the 10th baronet’s
daughter, Hilda Harpur-Crewe to sell much of his
collection to pay his death duties, Calke Abbey
continued to function partly as a home, partly as a
museum of his interests.
As the exterior of the building fell into disrepair,
the rooms inside were filled with belongings left
behind by family members who passed away. The
effect was one of a giant time-warped family attic
filled with objects, many commonplace in their
time, some extraordinary in any time. The death
duties demanded after the death of Charles HarpurCrewe in 1981 finally crippled the Harpur-Crewe
family’s finances and Charles’s younger brother,
Henry Harpur-Crewe transferred the dilapidated
property to the National Trust, which took it on
after a national appeal to raise the funds needed to
save it for the nation.
Many people didn’t even know the house
existed. It’s located deep within its parkland and
it is shielded from passing view. The family liked
their privacy. But once its fate was uncertain, Save

One of Many Rooms

The Drawing Room

The Library

Wise Words

Britain’s Heritage and other organisations worked
together to save the house for the nation. Donations
and funding from the government in the 1980s
helped save this treasure for Britain.
Unusually, the National Trust viewed Calke
Abbey’s state of decline as worthy of preservation
and made no attempt to restore the property to
its former pre-decline glory. Instead, a massive
conservation project was carried out in an attempt
to freeze the property as it was, protecting it against
further deterioration but retaining its state of
glorious, chaotic decay. The goal of this preservation
was to show what the great houses faced as they
began to decline in the 20th century. Entering Calke
Abbey is like visiting a time capsule, almost like
walking into a set from the iconic film The Remains
of the Day.
The house is an ongoing conservation project
as skilled craftsmen open up more rooms to the
house for public display. Most of these houses
are redecorated or modernized to adapt them to
modern visitors. Calke Abbey is the exact opposite.
All conversation work seeks to keep it the way it
is, forever. It’s been quite an undertaking for the staff

of conservators.
The entrance to the house is on the ground floor
and consists of a hall hung with the trophy heads
of the Harpur-Crewe’s prize cattle. When you enter
the house, you’re sent through the South Front into
the small entrance hall that is rather unimpressive
for a house of its size. It turns out that it is not the
original entrance. The impressive Saloon on the
floor above used to be the grand entrance hall, but
the stairs to this were removed in the Victorian age.
The current entrance is small, intimate, giving you
a false sense of scale as you begin to explore the
massive house with countless rooms.
The main saloon is still grand and spacious and
like almost every room of the house features various
forms of taxidermy including a crocodile’s head.
The caricature room features Georgian cartoons
pasted directly onto the walls and the drawing
room, library and bedrooms are all crammed full
of an assortment of furnishings, household items
and curios. There are beautiful paintings all over the
house but all the really valuable and important ones
were auctioned off long ago as the family’s fortune
declined.
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The Grand Staircase

Amongst the mêlée of objects to be found within
Calke Abbey, one thing in particular stands out the Calke bed. Unwanted gifts, left unopened in the
bottom of wardrobes or under the bed are common,
but within Calke Abbey these gifts have been left
undisturbed for up to 300 years. A set of Chinese
embroidered silk bed hangings were discovered
in one of the rooms of Calke Abbey by historian
Sir Howard Colvin in the early 1980s. It is thought
these hangings were a gift from George II’s daughter
Princess Anne to Lady Caroline Manners. As they
had never been opened, these hangings, believed
to date back to 1715, were in pristine condition
and remain one of the best preserved examples of
Chinese silk from this period. The bed is now on
display in the house.
Once a dusty, forgotten mansion surrounded
by a deer park in the Derbyshire Hills, Calke Abbey
is now a carefully conserved and unique example
of a British country house in decline. For centuries
inhabited by colourful aristocratic characters, the
house and estate are now a snapshot of the point
at which the aristocracy became obsolete. Calke
Estate is also home to a nature reserve with a large
woodland that has been left largely untended and
undisturbed.
14

Visiting Information
You will need a rental car to visit Calke Abbey as
it is located in a very remote location in Derbyshire.
You could easily spend all day here; there are plenty
of trails on the grounds to explore. The house
itself is a treat but is only open during the summer
months between March and October from 12.30
p.m. to 5 p.m. every day except Thursday and Friday.
The house can be quite crowded on the
weekends and entrance to the house is on a timed
system so that it’s not overwhelmed with too many
people. It will take you an hour or so to explore the
house. We would not recommend going through
the house with young children; many rooms and
hallways are rather dark and it could be scary to
them. Also, it’s too tempting to touch many of the
priceless artifacts.
There are plenty of the facilities that you’d expect
in a National Trust property, including on-site cafe
and gift shop. During the winter months the house
is closed but Calke Park, the restaurant and shop
are open. Standard admission prices are £12.10 for
adults and £6.05 for children. National Trust and
Royal Oak Foundation members will have free
entry.

© National Trust Image Library/Alamy

The State Bed
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THEN
Nowadays we don’t think much of a picture of London - there are billions
of them out there. But one day, there were no pictures of London and then
there was one. And this one was the first. This is London’s earliest surviving
photograph and it was taken in 1839. Queen Victoria was on the throne
and JMW Turner was painting his amazing landscapes. Charles Dickens
was a bestselling writer. The picture was taken by a Frenchman, a certain
Monsieur de St Croix who was demonstrating the newfangled photography
developed by Louis Daguerre. The major feature in the image is the Charles
I statue on horseback, a tribute to the King that England beheaded. You
can see the ghostly outlines of people in the image as well as carriages
going down Whitehall. If you were standing there with him as he took the
picture, you would not see Elizabeth Tower and Big Ben; they had not been
built yet as the original Houses of Parliament had burned down in 1834
and had not yet been rebuilt.
16
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NOW
If Monsieur de St Croix was standing there today, the scene would be
somewhat familiar. The street layout is still the same, the statue is still
there, minus the metal railings. The buildings are different, but the shapes
and process of the street at the same. He would likely be surprised to see
the clock-tower and the current Houses of Parliament which were built
in the 1850s after a long construction. Many people think that the statue
marks the ‘centre of London’ from which all distances are measured,
but that’s actually Charing Cross, located a few feet east. Behind him
the biggest difference would be Trafalgar Square, the tribute to Horatio
Nelson and his victory over the French at Trafalgar; it did not open to
the public until 1844 (though me may not be thrilled about the event it’s
commemorating). Today, Trafalgar Square is considered London’s ‘public
square’ and many important events are held there, and it’s also the home of
London’s Christmas Tree, a gift from Norway since World War II as a thank
you for Britain’s support during the War.
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Land of Hope and Glory
Lryics by A. C. Benson

Dear Land of Hope, thy hope is crowned,
God make thee mightier yet!
On Sov’ran brows, beloved, renowned,
Once more thy crown is set.
Thine equal laws, by Freedom gained,
Have ruled thee well and long;
By Freedom gained, by Truth maintained,
Thine Empire shall be strong.
Land of Hope and Glory, Mother of the Free,
How shall we extol thee, who are born of thee?
Wider still and wider shall thy bounds be set;
God, who made thee mighty, make thee mightier yet,
God, who made thee mighty, make thee mightier yet.
Thy fame is ancient as the days,
As Ocean large and wide:
A pride that dares, and heeds not praise,
A stern and silent pride;
Not that false joy that dreams content
With what our sires have won;
The blood a hero sire hath spent
Still nerves a hero son.
18

Burford, Oxfordshire During the Diamond Jubilee in 2012
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The Men and Women Who Chose Not to Look Away
The Abolition of Slavery in the British Empire

B

y the middle of the 18th century, Britain was the leading slave trading nation. Vast wealth
had been accumulated by individuals and companies involved in the trade. For many
people at the time, the benefits brought by the trade to the nation far outweighed the
personal misery of those whom it enslaved. Public opinion swung behind the abolitionists when
the economic, political and social climate in Britain changed. First the slave trade and then
slavery were outlawed throughout the British Empire. Compensation for the slave owners has
ensured that many have been able to cling onto their influence centuries later.
Key Dates
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Key Figures

1772 Granville Sharp case – slaves could
not be returned to the colonies from Britain
1773 The Zong case shocks British public
1776 America becomes independent
1778 Slavery made illegal in Scotland
1790 Bill for Abolition of Slavery fails
1792 Abolition Bill passed by House of
Commons, rejected by House of Lords
1807 Transatlantic Slave Trade abolished
1832 Reform of the British Parliament
1833 Abolition of slavery throughout
British territories
1838 “Apprenticeship” system for former
slaves abolished

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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William Wilberforce
Josiah Wedgewood
William Grenville
Olaudah Equiano
Granville Sharp
Hannah More
The Quakers

T

he English had become involved in the slave
trade during Elizabeth I’s reign. Sir John
Hawkins had set off on a slaving expedition
in 1562 and gradually a transatlantic slave trade was
built. British ships set off for West Africa laden with
manufactured goods such as cloth, weapons and
food, which were exchanged for captured villagers.
These unfortunate souls were then taken across the
Atlantic to the colonies in the “New World” where
they were sold into slavery and put to work on
British-owned plantations. The empty slave ships
were filled up with produce from the plantations,
such as sugar, tobacco and coffee, and taken back to
Britain.
Slavery brought immense prosperity to Britain
in terms of wealth, consumer goods and jobs. Rich
plantation owners, merchants and investors invested
some of their gains back into their cities, financing
civic buildings and charitable works. While these
men knew the human misery that underpinned
their wealth, it is likely that the average Briton was
largely unaware. The slaves were far away in the
colonies and initially there was little publicity about
their plight. This began to change in the latter part
of the eighteenth century.
After the American War of Independence, many
plantation owners from the former colonies began
returning to Britain. They brought slaves with them.
Slavery became visible to more of the British public,
and it became obvious that the slaves were not the
inferior beings that many slave owners had claimed.
Against all the odds, some former slaves were able
to demonstrate their talents and bring them to
the public’s attention. In Cornwall, an abandoned
slave, Joseph Emidy, became the leader of the Truro
Philharmonic Orchestra. Olaudah Equiano, a freed
slave, became a successful merchant and sea trader,
but it was his autobiography laying bare the horrors
of the slave trade that brought him to the public’s
attention. The popular book is credited with aiding
the abolition of the slave trade in 1807.
Opposition to the slave trade found support
in several quarters. One group who had long
championed the cause was the Quakers, who
believed that if all were equal before God then
one man could not own another. George Fox,
the founder of the Quakers, wrote to urge other
Quakers in the colonies not to own slaves and later
visited Barbados where his sermons called for better
treatment of slaves. In 1727, the Quakers formally

William Wilberforce

disapproved of slavery and by 1761 it was their
policy to disavow members of the congregation who
owned slaves. At a meeting in 1783, the Quakers
agreed to take a petition calling for the abolition
of slavery to Parliament and then launched a
committee, open to all denominations, to campaign
against slavery. The decision to include other
denominations was wise; as dissenters, the Quakers
were viewed with suspicion by the Establishment,
plus they were unable to hold political office. The
Society for the Abolition of the Slave Trade was
founded in 1787, with six Quaker members and
three Anglicans. One of the Anglican co-founders
was Granville Sharp, who had already brought the
issue of slavery to the British public’s attention.
Sharp was a civil servant with a strong distaste
for social injustice which fired his enthusiasm
for the cause of abolition. He was several times
involved in legal cases concerning slaves, with
varying degrees of success. It was the Somersett
case in 1772 that finally established a precedent
concerning the liberty of slaves in Britain. James
Somersett was a slave whose owner had brought him
to Britain from West Virginia. In 1771, Somersett
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managed to escape and evade capture for a couple
of months before being seized and put on a slave
ship. Three concerned citizens applied for a writ
of Habeas Corpus, which was granted, allowing
Somersett a chance to appear in court to put his
case. Sharp was able to use the knowledge gleaned
in his earlier cases to brief Somersett’s lawyers, and
the judge ruled that slavery was illegal under English
law. This ruling did not end slavery but did mean
that people could not be forcibly sent from England
into slavery abroad.
With the support of non-dissenters like Sharp,
the abolition movement was able to gain more
political traction. Thomas Clarkson, described
by Samuel Coleridge as a “moral steam engine”,
was one of the men who had founded the Society
for the Abolition of the Slave Trade along with
Sharp and the Quakers. Clarkson persuaded the
brilliant orator and Member of Parliament, William
Wilberforce, to represent the Society’s cause in
the House of Commons. Wilberforce, himself
an evangelical Christian who was troubled by the
slave trade, agreed. One of his famous quotes on
the exposure of the slave trade was that “You may
choose to look the other way but you can never say
again that you did not know”. Together, Clarkson
and Wilberforce forged an effective partnership
ensuring that people did know. Clarkson tirelessly
collected evidence of the brutality of the trade for
Wilberforce’s speeches to the House.
While the political movement against abolition
had found its voice in Parliament, in the country
there was also a growing clamour against the slave
trade. Women were excluded from political life
but many, from the Duchess of Devonshire to a
Bristol dairywoman, wrote essays, stories and poems
decrying slavery. Fashionable ladies took to wearing
abolitionist Joseph Wedgwood’s jasperware cameo
brooches, depicting a kneeling slave with the words
“Am I not a man and a brother?” Women were
also involved in the 1791 boycott of sugar grown
on plantations which used slave labour. After the
abolition of the slave trade, but before the abolition
of slavery, women again used the power of their
purses when they took the boycott further, shunning
not just slave-grown sugar, but shops that sold it.
Women’s groups also raised money for lecture tours
and, rather daringly for the times, walked along
streets, knocking at doors to spread the word of the
anti-slavery campaign.
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Abolitionists were ratcheting up the pressure on
the pro-slave trade lobby, but one of the final blows
to the trade was progress. The Industrial Revolution
was changing the way people worked and the
products that Britain relied upon. Cotton goods,
produced in the great mills of the north of England,
became England’s best export. Industrial towns at
home, not distant, labour-intensive plantations, were
where Britain now produced her wealth.
Despite the growing swell of opposition, the
slavery lobby was still rich, powerful and influential.
Initial attempts by abolitionists to push bills through
Parliament were successfully delayed and defeated
by the supporters of the West India Lobby. These
men also defended their position by publishing
pamphlets depicting slavery as beneficial for
Africans and claimed that the trade in slaves was
necessary for the country’s continuing prosperity.
Time was against them though. As the 18th century
drew to a close, so did their trade.
The slave trade, not slavery, was targeted by
the abolition movement as they felt they had more
chance of passing this into law than the outright
end of slavery. In addition, they believed that an
end to the slave trade would inevitably cause slavery
to die out. By the early years of the 19th century,
the public and most politicians were convinced
of the evils of the slave trade. In addition, the
Act of Union had introduced 100 Irish MPs into
Parliament and they were sympathetic to abolition.
A new Prime Minister, William Grenville, was also
prepared to speak out against the slave trade. In
1806, a bill was passed outlawing slave trading with
the French, effectively slashing the trade by twothirds. The following year, Lord Grenville presented
a further bill, banning the slave trade entirely. After
a long debate and forceful speech from the Prime
Minister, the Abolition of the Slave Trade Bill was
passed and was enacted on 25 March 1807.
Contrary to the hopes of the abolitionists,
slavery did not gradually wither away. Thomas
Clarkson, together with Thomas Fowell Buxton,
formed the Society for the Mitigation and Gradual
Abolition of Slavery (later known as the AntiSlavery Society) in 1823 to revive the pressure on the
government. At first, the Society campaigned for an
amelioration programme under which conditions
for slaves would be improved. Their campaign
was successful, but when it became clear that the
plantation owners were not implementing the

changes, the abolitionists adopted a tougher attitude
and called for outright abolition.
A new round of campaigning, boycotting,
letter writing and lecturing began. However, the
pro-slavery lobby still held considerable political
power. Some abolitionists acknowledged that for
slavery to be abolished, the political system needed
to be reformed. This happened in 1832 when the
Reform Act was passed. Not only did the Act
extend the franchise, but it addressed the issues of
unequal distribution of parliamentary seats and
“rotten boroughs”. The Reform Act saw as many as
two-thirds of the pro-slavery MPs lose their seats.
The way was clear for the passage of the Slavery
Abolition Act in 1833. All slaves in almost all of
the British Empire were freed, although they were
transferred to a six-year apprenticeship scheme.
Protests about the apprenticeship system led to its
end in 1838.

•
•

•

•

Legacy

Further Research

Compensation amounting to billions of pounds
in today’s terms was paid to former slave owners
and many of Britain’s influential families are
listed among the beneficiaries. Slaves got nothing
beyond their freedom. Freed slaves in Britain,
later joined by the descendants of former slaves in
the Caribbean, form a visible minority in Britain
today. Caribbean music and cookery have added to
Britain’s multicultural life.

The Abolition of Slavery Project has a wealth of
information about the struggle for emancipation.
http://abolition.e2bn.org/
With a foreword by the late Tony Benn, Richard
S Reddie’s book is well-researched and readable.
Abolition!: The Struggle to Abolish Slavery in the
British Colonies (2007)
The life of a slave, in his own words - The
Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano,
or Gustavus Vassa, the African
Philippa Gregory’s novel A Respectable Trade
(First published 1995) is set in Bristol (where
Gregory once lived) in 1787 and explores the city’s
slave trade. The book was adapted for TV in 1998.

Sites to Visit
•

•
•

•

The International Slavery Museum,
Liverpool explores not only Liverpool’s story
in the slave trade, but also slavery right up to
the modern day.
The M Shed, Bristol has exhibits uncovering
the city’s role in the slave trade.
The Georgian House Museum in Bristol was
built in 1790 for a wealthy slave owner and
sugar trader. Now restored to its original
state, the elegant house includes a small
exhibition about slavery. The house was
home not only to the wealthy John Pinney,
but also his personal slave, Pero. Pero’s
Bridge, across the floating harbour, is named
for him.
The Museum of London had a permanent

exhibition, London, Sugar and Slavery,
housed in a former sugar warehouse at West
India Quay, London.
There is a memorial to Granville Sharp in
Westminster Abbey and his restored tomb
can be found at All Saints’ Church, Fulham.
William Wilberforce is buried in Westminster
Abbey. The Wilberforce Monument,
similar in style to Nelson’s Column, can be
found in the grounds of Hull College, Hull.
Wilberforce House, Hull, his former home,
now a museum focusing on slavery.
The Buxton Memorial Fountain was
commissioned to commemorate the
emancipation of slaves. Originally sited in
Parliament Square in 1866, the memorial
is now located in Victoria Tower Gardens,
Millbank, London.
The Clarkson Memorial, Wisbech,
commemorates the abolitionist Thomas
Clarkson.

Films and TV
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Amazing Grace (2006) is a biopic about William
Wilberforce. Ioan Gruffedd plays Wilberforce, with
Benedict Cumberbatch as his friend William Pitt.
Available on DVD.
Inspired by a true story, Belle (2014) follows
a young mix-race woman who is raised by her
great-uncle Lord Mansfield who would go on to be
instrumental in the abolition movement during the
Somersett Case.

LOST IN THE POND
It’s Time to Leave Indiana. But the UK Can Wait.
In the last issue, you may recall my allegorical
reference to the Seven Year Itch. At the time of
writing, I had felt a burning desire to give up on
my love affair with the United States and—amid
the ongoing spectacle of American politics—return
home. It was right. It was brilliant. It was going to
work. Except…
The spectacle of American politics made it to
Britain before I did. As the EU Referendum began
to uncover a side of British life that, shall we say,
gave me pause for thought, I decided against moving
home. For now.
Instead, my wife and I—having long spoken about
beginning a new adventure outside of Indiana—
looked into the possibility of moving to another US
city. After all, perhaps America deserved a second
chance. Perhaps I was overreacting when I said that
our relationship—mine and America’s—was over.
Or perhaps I’m in blissful denial. Who knows?
Indiana has been good to me in many ways.
Sometimes misjudged by outsiders, I—a British
foreign national—have nonetheless been welcomed
with open arms by virtually everyone I have
encountered. The seven years in which I’ve worked
and resided in the Hoosier State have been among
my life’s most rewarding—at least from the point-of24

view of personal growth.
When I first touched down in Indianapolis all
those years ago, I was gripped by the landscape I
had seemingly inherited. Not, you understand, the
cornfields, which probably accounted for 70% of
the state’s terrain (if you’re rounding down). Rather,
I was taken by the “high rise” buildings, the neon
billboards, and the yellow school buses—all the
eye-catching things I’d seen in American movies
a hundred times before but never imagined for a
minute were genuine features of Middle America.
As you can see, it didn’t take much to dazzle this
wide-eyed writer during his first days, nay months,
in the country. It didn’t help that I initially treated
Indiana not as a new home but as a temporary
resort. After all, the primary intention of jetting off
to the US in the first place was to escape recessionhit London, which—if things went according to
plan—would represent our home once more within
the year.
Of course, plans often have a way of running for the
hills (even in central Indiana, where the hills are
an utterly alien concept). That one year gradually
became seven and—and before we knew it—we
found ourselves still orbiting the Indianapolis
skyline halfway through the decade.

Owing to both the lack of a subway system and
simply a burning desire to travel, the time had come
for the wife and I to stick our pins into fresh places
on the map.

flashes past your window. At times, as the train
wobbles aggressively atop the steel overpass, you
fear you might become a permanent fixture of
the roofing. But that’s the price you pay for the
convenience of public transit.

To reiterate, it was Indiana, not America, that we
now intended to move from: those pins were made
in the USA and that map was the “North American
Road Atlas.” Actually, it was Google Maps, but that
somehow didn’t quite conjure the same level of
romance.

Away from the fast-paced world of trains, however,
is Chicago’s beach—the like of which was a regular
feature of my youth growing up on the east coast
of England. It is actually more than a bonus; it is
among the biggest draws, at least as it pertains to
those summer months. After all, what better way to
display my manly ferociousness than by parading
around topless while flexing my chest muscles?

The question is, where exactly in America should
we brave? To answer that question, the wife and I
agreed that our new city would have to meet most—
if not all—of the following criteria:

Sorry for that mental image.

1. It must be a city.
2. It must be well pedestrianised with an
emphasis on cycling.
3. It must possess a workable and efficient
public transit system.
4. It must have a thriving arts scene.
5. It might, for bonus points, be within
manageable distance of a beach.
6. It must be relatively affordable.

It is said that Chicago is a good city for writers,
which—as I continue to embark on that very
profession—makes my body jiggle in a way that
rather undermines the aforementioned attempts
at manly ferociousness. The thought of shuffling
into a Chicago coffee shop (other than Starbucks)
and hammering out my second, third, maybe even
fourth book (the first is in its early stages) is the stuff
dreams are made of.

For the longest time, New York City or Boston were
etched very firmly onto our ever-expanding to-dolist. But both of those are almost certainly ruled out
by No. 6—at least for now. Indeed, the affordability
element also rules out San Francisco, where I am
told a loaf of bread now costs upward of $2 billion.

So too is the skyline. One of the most enduring
moments I can recall was standing on Navy Pier
on a warm summer’s night in 2014, marveling
back at the Sears (Willis) Tower and its enormous
counterparts.
Some might say that relocating to a major city
is an enormous task in itself. But armed with an
itch to keep moving—both geographically and
professionally—I have never been so sure in my
desire to leave one place for another. If there is one
thing that has always put me in good stead, it is my
reliance on instinct. This same instinct is pointing
me 180 miles northwest and there is no finer time to
start mobilising than now.

However, to the northwest of Indiana is a city that,
more and more, falls within our parameters. You
may have heard of it—it’s called Chicago.
Chicago is a city dear to my heart, having visited
it 6 or 7 times. The most recent of these came in
February 2016, when the temperatures—impacted
by El Niño—were not, for once, all that bad. Once
again, I rediscovered my love of public transit,
romantic piers, and major cities.
There’s something almost uniquely captivating
about Chicago; it has a very worn-in quality to it,
a suggestion of local history. This is never more
evident than when riding the “L” train out into the
suburbs, where turn-of-the-20th-century housing
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Laurence is a British writer and humorist
who lives in the United States. He
also hosts the popular web series, Lost
in the Pond on YouTube. He has an
infuriating habit of taking America to
task by pointing out how things are done
in the UK. He really needs to stop this
behavio(u)r. It’s anti-American.

EXPLORING HARDY’S WESSEX
Places Thomas Hardy Fans Should Visit
By Jonathan Thomas

Hardy’s House at Max Gate

Many authors have a particular time and place
associated with them. Victorian Era writer Thomas
Hardy evokes one place: Wessex - the mythical
kingdom that’s comprised of Dorset, Somerset,
Devon and bits of other English countries. Dorset
is most associated with his work and there are
many places that you can visit today that have a
connection to him.

Hardy’s Birthplace
Your first stop as a Hardy fan should be his
birthplace in Lower Bockhampton. This stunning
period thatched cottage is now owned by the
National Trust and is run as a museum. Not only
was he born here but he also spent a large part of
his life here and also wrote Far From the Madding
Crowd in his upstairs room. It’s an intimate look at
his life. The setting is sublime and it’s a perfect day
out. There’s a lovely new Visitor’s Centre near the car
park that offers a cafe and gift shop. It’s open from
Wednesday to Sunday daily during the summer
tourist season, closed in the winter (but you can see
the outside). See the cover of this magazine for a
lovely picture of the place.
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Later in his life when we was very successful, Hardy
built himself a house in Dorchester. He was a
trained architect and designed the house himself. He
lived out the rest of his days there. He wrote some
of his most famous novels here, including Tess of the
d’Urbervilles and Jude the Obscure, as well as much
of his poetry. While many objects associated with
him are no longer in the house, it is set up much
as it would have been during his time. The gardens
are also laid out as he intended. Max Gate is not far
from his birthplace in Bockhampton, so you can
visit both in a day for the total Hardy experience.
Open from Wednesday to Sunday during the
summer tourist season, it is closed in the winter.

Stinsford, Dorset
St Michael’s in Stinsford was the local church of
Thomas Hardy and he was baptised here. His heart
is buried in the churchyard, alongside the grave of
his first wife Emma Lavinia Gifford who died in
1912 and his second wife, Florence Dugdale (Hardy
was quite the Lothario).

The place played a critical role in his works and
was known as Casterbridge (as in the Mayor of
Casterbridge). If you have the time, explore the town
- there is much to see including several museums.
The town is very proud of its connection to Hardy.

Hardy’s Statue – Dorchester
The statue of Thomas Hardy beside the Top o’
Town roundabout is one of the most recognisable
landmarks in Dorchester. It depicts Hardy sitting
on a tree stump, looking thoughtfully ahead with
a book on his lap. Don’t confuse this with Hardy’s
Monument, which is a tower located elsewhere in
Dorset in memory of Vice Admiral Sir Thomas
Hardy, the commander of Nelson’s flagship at the
Battle of Trafalgar. Hardy was a common name!

Westminster Abbey
While his heart is buried in Stinsford, his body is
actually interred in Westminster Abbey in Poet’s
Corner, with many of Britain’s other famous writers.
The Abbey is open daily and there is an admission
charge, but it can get quite crowded, especially in
Poet’s Corner which is very popular.

Clouds Hill – Rural retreat of Lawrence of
Arabia
T.E. Lawrence, Lawrence of Arabia to you and I, was
a close friend of Hardy and his Dorset retreat is also
a National Trust property open to the public during
the summer tourist season. It’s a very small place to
visit but gives an intimate look at Lawrence’s brief
life.

The New Hardy Players
The original Hardy Players were an acting troupe
that brought Hardy’s works to the stage and worked
closely with the writer. 10 years ago, the group was
reborn at the New Hardy Players and they put on
plays based on his works throughout Dorset. Check
their website for upcoming performances. Their
next performance will be an adaptation of Under the
Greenwood Tree in December 2016.

Shaftesbury/Shaston

Hardy’s Study & the Writers’ Gallery –
Dorset County Museum, Dorchester
While he wrote Far From the Madding Crowd at
his birthplace cottage, the actual desk there is a
replica because the real desk is located in the Dorset
County Museum in the county capital of Dorchester,
which has reconstructed his study on site and made
it a central part of the Writers’ Gallery. The museum
is open Monday to Saturday year round and there is
an admissions charge.

Another place worth visiting is the Anglo-Saxon
hill town of Shaftesbury. The highest point in the
county, Shaftesbury was known as Shaston in several
of Hardy’s works. The place is more famous for its
role in an iconic Hovis Bread Advertisement in the
1980s; Gold Hill is a very recognisable street and
well worth a stop.

Dorchester (Casterbridge)
Dorchester is Dorset’s ‘county town’ and the
centre of government and the economy of Dorset.
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CHURCHILL ON FILM

The Cinematic Life of Britain’s Greatest Prime Minister
By Jonathan Thomas

When you’re a historical figure as big at Sir Winston
Churchill, you’re going to have movies made about
your life. Unfortunately, despite his importance,
there actually haven’t been that many films made
about his life. I’ve managed to see all of them
over the years and I’m happy to report that many
are actually quite good. Some were released in
cinemas while others were films that were made for
television. One film focuses on his early life, while
two focus on his ‘Wilderness Years’ era; another
actually takes place during World War II and the
final one after the war. If you’re a fan of Churchill,
these films are a must-see.

a bit but it certainly gives an epic look at the great
man’s young life. This film is a bit hard to find but it
is on DVD and most streaming services these days.

Winston Churchill: The Wilderness Years

Young Winston
This film is what it says on the tin - a chronicle
of Churchill’s young life. It’s based partly on
his own memoirs about that period of his life.
Directed by the iconic Richard Attenborough,
Churchill is played by the dashing Simon Ward.
The movie concerns his childhood, his time as
a war correspondent in South Africa during the
Second Boer War, culminating in his first election to
Parliament. It feels very much like a prequel to a film
we’ve never gotten. It’s a long movie and it can drag
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This isn’t a film but rather a miniseries about
Churchill’s infamous years in the ‘wilderness’ when
he was shunned by his party and the government
for his many controversial views (one of which was
Hitler being a long-term threat). The series follows
the story of Winston Churchill’s life between 1929,
when he lost his cabinet position, and 1939, when
he joined Great Britain’s War Cabinet - a period he
himself has described as the most difficult in his
life. The series runs at eight one-hour episodes and
is a bit of a commitment but any Churchill lover
will enjoy it. It’s interesting to see his life before he
reaches his ‘days of glory’ during World War II,
which included adventures in Hollywood and tours
of America, all the while working hard to be taken
seriously in British politics again. This was produced
in the 1980s and it can be a very hard to find; you’ll
have to get Region 2 DVDs from Britain to watch it
(you can buy them from Amazon.co.uk but you’ll
need a Region Free DVD Player).

The Gathering Storm

nearly killed him and the film is about his recovery
and care by a young nurse, played expertly by
Romola Garai. The film features plenty of drama
and squabbling amongst his children and family as
they cope with a man who is now a living legend
but refuses to fade into the background. Michael
Gambon is a fantastic Churchill - probably my
second favorite. He plays Churchill with the gravitas
an actor like him would command but also shows
his vulnerability as his character struggles to speak
and walk after his stroke. It will be airing this
autumn on PBS masterpiece.

This film, co-produced by HBO and the BBC,
covers roughly the same period at The Wilderness
Years above, but is much shorter and focuses on his
relationship with his wife Clementine. They really
loved each other and his personality quirks led to all
kinds of drama between them. The main focus is his
stance against the threat that Nazi Germany posed
to Britain - something he was ridiculed for in a
nation looking to avoid another war. Albert Finney,
in my opinion, has provided the best performance
of Churchill to date and this is one of my own
personal favorite films. There’s also an interesting
subplot involving a government employee feeding
him secret information. It plays a little fast and loose
with history, but it only has 1.5 hours to work with.
It was also filmed at Chartwell, his beloved home,
which adds some authenticity to the story. This one
is available widely on DVD, streaming on Amazon
Prime and HBOGo.

Other Appearances
Churchill has also appeared in countless other films
as a minor character - most recently in The King’s
Speech. There’s also quite a few Churchill dramas
coming out soon. The biggest one will be The Crown,
a new series coming to the streaming service Netflix
this Autumn. The Crown will be about the first
few years of the reign of Queen Elizabeth II, and
Churchill was, of course, her first Prime Minister.
He will be played by John Lithgow - certainly an
interesting choice to play Churchill. There’s also
another film coming in 2016 simply called Churchill
that will follow Churchill in the 24 hours before
D-Day. Not much else is known about the film at
this stage, but Churchill will be played by Brian Cox.
Blockbuster Filmmaker Christopher Nolan is also
making a film about Dunkirk and Churchill should
be playing a role in that as well (coming in 2017).

Into the Storm
When this film was released it was originally sold as
a sequel to The Gathering Storm. It was produced by
the same partners but it features all new actors. This
time we have Brendan Gleeson as Churchill in full
fighting form as the film chronicles his leadership
during World War II and his election disaster right
after V-E Day. The story is a bit weaker than The
Gathering Storm and I don’t think Gleeson is as
strong a Churchill as Albert Finney, but it’s still
a good movie to watch. There’s a lot of ground to
cover in this movie and it is not served well by a
short runtime. World War II lasted for six years and
deserves more than 90 minutes. There’s also a lot of
post-war international politics thrown in as well,
becoming a muddle. This one is also available widely
on DVD, streaming on Amazon Prime and HBOGo.

Churchill’s Favorite Movie

Churchill’s Secret
This is the newest film to enter the Churchill
Canon. Based on a recent novel by Jonathan
Smith, Churchill’s Secret is about an era of life that
many Churchill fans are not aware - when he had
a debilitating stroke during his second term in
office as Prime Minister in the 1950s. The stroke
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It is widely accepted that Churchill’s favourite
movie was That Hamilton Woman, a 1941 film
about Horatio Nelson, the man who led the British
to victory at the Battle of Trafalgar. The film is
primarily about his scandalous relationship with
Emma Hamilton, but as the film came out during
the dark days of World War II, it’s also a bit of a
propaganda film about one of Britain’s greatest naval
victories (Churchill, as a Navy man, worshipped
Nelson). Vivien Leigh shines as Emma Hamilton,
a woman who was destroyed by her relationship
with Nelson. Churchill was known to have his own
copy and he often showed it to visitors to Chequers
during World War II. It’s a must-watch for any
Churchill fan to get into his head. It’s on DVD.

Summer in England, winter in my heart:
So England, England, all I love thou art,
And thou and I are half a world apart!
Summer in England: ah! the days are longAnd long for me the days, and sorrow is strong,
And bitter in exile’s tears, and bitter song.
Summer in England: when will summer come
For me? I am aweary of being dumb.
Listen, the swallow is singing afar at home.
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Summer in England
By Maurice Browne

Grasmere from Silver Howe - Lake District
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GREAT BRITISH BUILDINGS
Brighton Pier
By John Rabon
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righton has long been a holiday destination
for the United Kingdom. Beginning in the
18th century, Brighton started to transform
from a declining fishing village into seaside spa and
resort. During this time, the original pier (known
as Old Chain Pier) was constructed in 1823 as a
boarding and disembarking point for ships headed
to France. The London and Brighton Railway
brought even more holiday goers when it reached
Brighton in 1841 and led to the construction of
attractions such as the Grand Hotel, the West Pier,
and what was then known as the Palace Pier.
What we know of today as Brighton Pier began
its life in 1891 with the construction of Palace Pier.
Prior to the start of work on the pier, the builders
were required to demolish the run-down Old Chain
Pier, but fortunately for them, a storm did the job
before the builders could take it down. Richard St.
George Moore designed the pier, the full original
name of which was the Brighton Marine Palace. It
took eight years to construct at an ultimate cost of
£137,000. The construction took longer than the
builders thought, and they had to go back to the
government to request more time, something that
wasn’t helped by a storm in 1896 that did some
serious damage to the unfinished pier.
When Palace Pier opened officially on 20
May 1899, it was 1,760 feet long with 85 miles of
planking. Eight iron and steel decorative arches

Key Facts
•
•
•
•

Opened in 1899
Designed by R. St George Moore
Total Length 524 metres (1,719 ft)
The pier was listed at Grade II* on 20
August 1971

were lit by 3,000 lightbulbs. Contrast that today
when more than 67,000 lights keep the pier
illuminated year-round. A tram that ran the
length of the pier was dismantled on the building’s
completion. The pavilion at the seaward end of
the pier could seat as many as 1,500 people and
the other pavilions contained the Palace Theater,
restaurants, smoking rooms, reading rooms, and
amusements.
In the first few years of its operation, amusement
machines were added in 1905, followed by a pavilion
and winter garden in 1910, then a steamer landing
stage in 1911. The concert hall, which originally
opened in 1907, became a theater in 1909, but was
ultimately torn down in 1986. The theatre would
host summer shows through the 1970s that included
performers such as Dick Ermey, Tommy Trinder,
and Doris & Elise Winters. Other attractions
added to the pier in the early 20th century included
a bandstand, which is still in the Palm Court
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Restaurant.
Even though the pier was extended in 1938,
during World War II, some of the planks were taken
up as a security precaution to prevent potential
invading forces from being able to use the pier
as a landing place. After the war was over, life at
Brighton Pier resumed, but the quality started to
drop off around the 1970s. 1971 saw Brighton Pier
achieve a Grade II listed status. In 1973, a barge
that was being used as part of the demolition of the
landing stage ended up doing £100,000 worth of
damage. It’d be another two years before the stage
was completely demolished.
For years, the Palace Pier was run by
Piermasters. Amongst the greatest of these was
Captain Frederick Weeks from 1928 to 1955; he was
the longest-serving Piermaster and wore a uniform
that was gold-braided with three rings on his sleeves
and his war ribbons on his chest. His staff was
known as his crew and they maintained the pier
every day. Fast-forward to the present, and the pier
employs more than 500 people.
New ownership took control of Brighton
Pier with the Noble Organisation in 1984. When
the theatre was destroyed, it was replaced with a
pleasure dome as the older amusements began to
make way for newer arcade games. The company
planned a £20 million expansion in 1995, but
ultimately added a Ferris wheel. Newer rides
wouldn’t come until a fire destroyed some of the

older ones in 2000. It was around this time that the
pier’s name changed from Palace Pier to Brighton
Pier. Noble attempted to sell the Pier in 2011,
but ultimately scrapped that plan the next year to
incorporate Brighton Pier into its long-term plans.
Today, Brighton Pier is the only remaining
such structure on the shore at Brighton. The first
dodgems were installed in 1928 (among the first
such rides in the UK), and the amusements have
since grown almost exponentially. The Fun Palace
and the Dome are full of arcade games and chances
for fun with roller coasters, the carousel, dodgems,
and many more rides. The Turbo Coaster claims
that it’ll pull 3Gs, so it’s a must if you want to feel
the wind in your face. Rides such as the Air Race
and the Booster will spin you around and throw you
upside down. Beyond these attractions, the side
show is more like a modern fair than the side shows
of old, with games that give you opportunities to
win prizes for yourself or that special someone.
While past its heyday, Brighton Pier remains
the most well preserved attraction of its kind in the
UK and a top ten visitor attraction. Wristbands can
be purchased in advance of your visit or on your
arrival. For children, the cost is £5, and for adults,
it is £17 on weekdays and £17.50 on the weekends.
Opening and closing times can also change
depending on the day of the week and can range
from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Brighton Pier has and always
will be a popular family destination.
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The Lady of Shalott
John William Waterhouse

This is probably the most famous of the PreRaphaelite paintings and you will find it on posters
and imitated all over the world. The original was
painted by John William Waterhouse and is a
representation of the popular poem by Alfred, Lord
Tennyson. Waterhouse painted three versions of the
painting but this is the most famous version. It is an
oil on canvas painting and it is currently located in
the Tate Britain Museum in London and it’s usually
on public display (along with several other PreRaphaelite paintings).
According to Tennyson’s version of the legend, the
Lady of Shalott was forbidden to look directly at
reality or the outside world; instead she was doomed
to view the world through a mirror, and weave what
she saw into tapestry. The tapestry she wove during
her imprisonment was found draped over the side of
the boat.
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GREAT BRITISH ICONS
The Wellington Boot
By David Goodfellow
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The Wellington Boot was born during the
Napoleonic Wars, when the Duke of Wellington
wanted a more practical boot for his cavalry. The
design was based on the Hessian boot worn by
German soldiers, including those fighting for the
British in the American Revolutionary War. The
boot was re-imaged in rubber by an American
industrialist in France, and returned to Britain
during WWI. By the middle of the 20th century it
had become standard footwear for all classes in the
country, from nobility to farm labourers. Today it
is worn around the world, especially in Englishspeaking countries, whenever it rains.
The use of mercenary troops is as old as warfare
itself, and the British have never been above hiring
a foreign army if it was cheaper and available.
Remarkably, during the American Revolutionary
War, the British sent 30,000 German mercenaries
to fight the American patriots. This was a quarter
of all the troops sent to America. Most of them
were recruited from the Landgrave of HesseKassel, a state in the middle of modern Germany
whose existence dated back to the Holy Roman
Empire. In the late 18th century, the ruler of Hess
was Frederick II and his nephew was George III of
England. So when George III needed some extra
troops to help him squash the rebellious American

Key Facts
•
•
•
•

Originally in leather and designed by the
Duke of Wellington
The rubber version was developed in
France by an American in 1852
Protected millions of soldiers during WWI
and WWII
The ‘Green Welly’ is the symbol of country
life across the UK

colonists, Frederick II was happy to rent some to
him. They came complete with uniforms, weapons,
and officers, so this ‘rent an army’ arrangement was
convenient for George III. These soldiers became
known as Hessians, and one of the parts of their
uniform was a distinctive boot. This had a low heel,
a narrow toe, came to the knee and had tassels on
the top. The form made them ideal for mounting
stirrups, so they became popular not just with
soldiers (although they were the chief wearers) but
also with upper-class civilians, who wore them for
hunting and riding.
An interesting historical footnote is that around
5,000 Hessian soldiers remained in America after
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The Duke of Wellington Wearing his Boots
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the British defeat and settled there as well as in
Canada. The cowboy boot probably evolved from
the Hessian boot.
A popular wearer of Hessian boots was Arthur
Wellesley, the 1st Duke of Wellington. Wellesley was
an Irish Protestant who is best known for defeating
Napoleon in 1815 at the Battle of Waterloo. He is
also an important figure in the British conquest
of India and fought in the Peninsular War against
the French. In the very early 19th century, he had
his shoemaker, Hoby of St. James’s Street, London
(an area still known for bespoke shoes) modify
the Hessian boot, removing the decoration, fitting
it more closely to the calf and making it in soft
calfskin for comfort. With a low heel it, was ideal
for riding, but also smart enough to be worn in less
formal situations (although Wellesley reverted to
the full) tasselled version for formal occasions and
official portraits. The simplified boot quickly became
known as the Wellington Boot and something
very similar is still worn today by, for example, the
Household Cavalry. These elite divisions are the
most prestigious in the British Army and are the
personal bodyguards of the reigning Monarch.
For his cavalry soldiers, Wellington had the
upper part of the boot extended over the knee to
give protection to this vulnerable area in a mounted
soldier. The standard shorter version was quickly
adopted by gentlemen, for both riding and for
leisure, as well as being favoured by the Dandies – a
group of middle-class men who emulated the dress
and manners of the aristocracy. They remained
fashionable until the 1850s, when ankle-boots
became normal for everything except riding.
A leather boot is not what we think of today
when picturing a Wellington boot, so where did the
rubber come from? The answer lies with Charles
Goodyear, whose name is, of course, associated
with car tires. Goodyear was a self-taught American
chemist, who around 1830 became fascinated with
gum elastic, the newly discovered natural latex
produced by the rubber tree. An early use of this
material was for making inflated rubber tubes as life
preservers for sailors, but the gum elastic quickly
rotted and the invention was on the brink of failure.
By 1852, Goodyear had invented and patented the
vulcanisation process, which turned the fragile gum
elastic into durable rubber and the rest is history.
In the same year, Goodyear met Hiram
Hutchinson, an Anglo-American industrialist,

A politial comic poking fun at Wellington and his boot.

and Goodyear sold Hutchinson the rights to
use this new product for shoe manufacture.
Hutchinson emigrated to France, where he
founded Le Compagnie du Caoutchouc Souple.
In France, there were millions of farm workers
wearing wooden clogs and Hutchinson sensed a
business opportunity. He made a cloth boot that
was waterproofed with his new rubber product.
The new boot was an instant success with farmers.
His company went on to become Hutchinson SA,
a multinational corporation still in the rubber
business. The boot business still exists today as
Aigle, making waterproof boots and clothing.
The new rubber boot returned to England at
the outbreak of WWI, when the British Army asked
North British Rubber Company (now Hunter Boot
Ltd), to make boots for the troops. By the end of the
war, they had produced almost 2 million pairs and
protected many soldiers from the dreaded ‘trench
foot’, caused by constantly damp feet.
Production at Hunter Boots picked up again in
WWII, and more boots and other waterproof items
like ground sheets were made for the army. By the
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Hunter’s iconic boot now comes in many colors

end of the war, the rubber Wellington boot had
become a popular item in the rainy climate of the
UK among farmers, children, and soon in industry
too, where their low cost and waterproof properties
made them ideal for dirty work. White ones were
even worn by surgeons.
While the Hunter boot was proudly made in
Scotland for the longest time, globalisation has
changed that. The boots are now mostly made in
China, but retain their ‘Britishness’ and the boots are
now more popular than ever. They are a bit pricey
these days - you’ll pay well over $100 for a pair but
they last a lifetime so are worth the investment. They
are easy to find in the USA but I prefer to buy them
from a local shoe store in England.
Today’s ‘country life’ classic, the dark-green
Wellington boot, was introduced in 1955 by Hunter
Boots, and became standard wear for country
people across the country. Just add a Land Rover
and a pair of Golden Labradors and your entry into
the landed gentry is assured. What the Duke himself
would have thought of his mutated boot we will
never know, but being an immensely practical man,
he probably would have approved.
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Sites to Visit
A pair of original leather Wellington boots, worn
by the Duke himself, can be seen among the exhibits
at Walmer Castle and Gardens, Kent. The Duke of
Wellington lived there as part of his duties as Lord
Warden of the Cinque Ports. The castle is closed
during winter.
A good range of vintage rubber Wellingtons can
be seen in almost any second-hand clothing shop in
the UK, especially military surplus stores and shops
in rural areas. Cheap ‘wellies’ can be bought at any
store that will sell shoes. But you can buy a pair of
authentic Hunter Boots at any good shoe store in the
UK and most outdoors retailers. They’re also widely
available in the US and other countries (you can
order them online, too).
A pilgrimage of sorts is now the new official
Hunter Boots Store located on Regent Street in
London. The store features their entire range of
boots and other Hunter branded merchandise (like
brollies and even outerwear). The store is open
Monday-Saturday from 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. and 12 p.m.
- 6 p.m. on Sundays.

BRIT BOOK CORNER
The Shepherd’s Life by James Rebanks

For many years now I’ve followed a lovely chap on Twitter known as the HerdyShepherd, a
Lake District farmer who tweets about farming sheep (and occasionally sharing beautiful
pictures of his place of work). So, I was very excited to see on a recent trip that he’s written
a book about running a sheep farm in the Lake District. It’s a very nuts and bolts book
where the author guides you through the entire farming year in the Lake District and shares
various stories of his own life and the centuries of farming history. To the farmers of the Lake
District, the beautiful landscape is a place of work to them - often they are rather bemused
at all the people who come to visit it just to look at it. It’s a great insight into a way of life that
is becoming rarer in the modern age and a profile of the men and women trying to keep the
traditions alive. SRP $25.99
Young Elizabeth by Kate Williams
If you’ve seen many British TV shows about Royal History or watched CNN during major
events, you’ll be familiar with Kate Williams. She’s an excellent writer, so I was excited to find
this book. Young Elizabeth is a chronicle of the early years of Queen Elizabeth’s life. Well,
actually it covers quite a few things before her life. When Princess Elizabeth was born, she
was never meant to be Queen. But events put into play by Edward VIII changed all that and
changed her life forever. The book does a great job of laying out all the events and all the major
players that led to her eventual accession to the throne. There’s a lot of interesting stuff here
- including the intrigue behind the abdication, how the family treated Edward afterwards,
and the romance between Elizabeth and Prince Philip (which wasn’t a sure thing - many
disapproved of her marrying a foreigner). It’s a great read and a great summary of the early
20th century events that led to the Queen ending up on the throne. SRP $28.95
Artrage! by Elizabeth Fullerton
The story of BritArt is a story of 90s Britain. It was when a new wave of artists came to
prominence who rejected many of the common conventions of what was considered art.
Many still don’t consider their works ‘proper’ art. Artrage! by Elizabeth Fullerton is a look at
that generation of artists and their works. The book is a mixture of stunning photos and text
detailing the history of each sub-movement and the artists who worked in them. Whether you
like modern art or not, this book provides a fascinating insight into the movement that now
seems rather tame compared to the types of art that is coming out now, almost 30 years later.
It’s a portrait of a time that won’t be forgotten and the works of art that typified an entire era the era of Cool Britannia and Britain’s resurgence on the world stage after stagnating under the
Thatcher years. SRP $45
London A to Z by John Metcalf
A current popular trend in British publishing is to take an old book, long out of print, and
reissue it exactly as it was originally. London A to Z is the latest in that line of books and
it’s a lovely look at London in the 1950s. This book is a small, pocket-sized encyclopaedia
of London from A to Z. There are fascinating nuggets of history, from the story behind a
particular statue to how the Royal Family ended up at Buckingham Palace. The book is even
reproduced down to the phone numbers the companies originally used. The introduction
explains that this was a very popular book in the 1950s for tourists. Current tourists will find
a lot of the information out-of-date so this is not meant to be a guide for you now but rather a
look at London’s tourist history. The book is fun - I loved reading through it. I only wish that
the book had been updated for a modern audience or at least showed what had been changed
in the last 70 years. Still, it will become a cherished addition to my Anglophile library. SRP:
$10.95
43

RICHARD III

Dangerous Tyrant or Misunderstood Monarch?

44

K

ing Richard III is a figure of some
controversy and arguably one of the foremost
symbols of the adage that “history is written
by the victors”. A lot of what we know of Richard
comes from popular culture, which is largely
defined by William Shakespeare’s play named after
the Plantagenet king. The Tragedy of King Richard
III presents Richard as a bloodthirsty opportunist,
a hunchback whose ugly inside was reflected in
his outward appearance. Through the course of
the play, Richard conspires to have his nephews
murdered so that he can ascend the throne, then
faces rebellions by his lords that ultimately result
in his death at the Battle of Bosworth Field by Lord
Richmond, who goes on to become King Henry VII
and the first Tudor king.
But how much of Shakespeare’s portrayal is
true? Surely, there is some exaggeration and artistic
license taken by the Bard, as the Richard III Society
believes. Founded by S. Baxton Barton in 1924, the
society holds the belief that Richard has long been
portrayed in a negative, or at least more unflattering,
light than he really was as a person. The society
attempts to compile historical records and evidence
to discount the bad reputation that Richard earned
as a result of the Tudor narrative against him as well
as subsequent portrayals based on that narrative. In
2013, they led the campaign to uncover his skeleton
in a car park that had been constructed over the
church in which he was buried.
Richard was born in Fotheringhay Castle in
Northamptonshire in 1452. He was the 12th of 13
children born to Richard Plantagenet, the 3rd Duke
of York, putting him firmly on the York side of the
War of the Roses that raged off and on from 1455
until two years after Richard’s death with the Battle
of Stoke in 1487. Much of Richard’s young life
was spent fleeing the Lancastrians and their allies
and developed his scoliosis in his early teens. The
conflict cost the Plantagenets, with Richard’s father
and older brother Edmund dying in battle.
After reigning from 1461 until he was
overthrown in 1470, King Edward VI regained
his throne when he killed King Henry VI’s son,
Edward at the Battle of Tewkesbury in 1471. Henry
was then imprisoned and was said to have died of
“melancholy” while in prison, temporarily ending
the struggle over the throne. It was long rumoured,
however, that Edward had ordered Henry’s death.
Sir Thomas More, a leading Tudor figure until his

KEY FACTS
•
•
•
•
•

Born 2 October 1452 at Fotheringhay Castle
in Northamptonshire.
Died at the Battle of Bosworth Field in 1485
fighting the forces of Henry Tudor.
King of England for just two years from
1483-1485.
Last king of the House of York and the last
of the Plantagenet dynasty.
For centuries his burial location was
a mystery until his body was recently
discovered in a car park in Leicester.

falling out over the Church with King Henry VIII,
wrote the History of Richard III, which explicitly
names Richard as Henry’s killer, though Wakefield’s
Chronicle lists Henry VI’s death as 23 May, a date on
which Richard was not in London.
Not too long after Edward regained the throne
in 1471, George, Duke of Clarence and the middle
brother, fell out of favour with Edward when he
became a suspect in a plot against the king. George
was subsequently arrested and imprisoned in the
Tower of London. Edward himself stood as the
accuser against the duke for treason, of which
Clarence was found guilty and executed in 1478.
Shakespeare’s play portrays Richard as having
engineered these rumours in order to do away with
a potential rival for the throne, but historians note
no evidence of Richard’s involvement and the trial
of George seems to be entirely motivated by Edward
and his supporters.
In the play, Richard uses Clarence’s death to
drive the already-sickly Edward further to his
deathbed. With Edward IV’s death, his young son
is set to become Kind Edward V. Richard then
sends Edward and his brother Richard, Duke of
York, to the Tower of London for their protection,
later having them murdered by his followers.
Historically, when King Edward IV died, Richard
was named as Lord Protector for the young Edward
V and his brother. The Woodville family attempted
to prevent this by taking it upon themselves to be
young Edward’s protectors, supposedly with the
hope of dismissing Richard as Lord Protector and
making Edward little more than a puppet king.
Much as in the play, Richard moved to arrest
45

Middleham Castle

the Woodvilles and their supporters to keep this
from happening. Richard then escorted Edward
V and Richard, Duke of York, to the Tower of
London (which at the time was still used as a royal
palace and the place where kings resided until
their coronation) where they stayed in the royal
apartments. The lords swore oaths of fealty to
Edward and affirmed Richard as Lord Protector.
It’s at this point where history and fiction begin
to intermingle and Richard’s desire for the throne
becomes apparent even to historians.
Richard seemingly turns on William Hastings,
1st Baron Hastings, who had been a supporter of
Richard’s. Hastings was eager for the crowing of
Edward V and that seemed to turn Richard into
Hastings’s enemy, having Hastings arrested along
with Thomas, archbishop of York, and John, the
bishop of Ely. At a council meeting, Richard had
accused Hastings and others of conspiring with the
Woodvilles against him. Thus, with their arrests,
Richard removed some of Edward’s support,
prolonging the young king’s coronation. Reportedly,
Richard had been informed by a clergyman of the
supposed invalidity of Edward IV’s marriage to
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Elizabeth Woodville due to Edward’s prior marriage,
which would make Edward V and his siblings
illegitimate.
Richard used this information to rally support
from the clergy, nobles, and people of London to
have himself declared king. He went to Parliament
with this information and the body subsequently
declared young Edward to be illegitimate. Richard
was then crowned King Richard III in Westminster
Abbey on 6 July 1483. Sometime after this, the
young princes simply disappeared from the Tower
of London without a trace. There are conflicting
accounts of whether Richard ordered their deaths
or not and nothing is definitive. Nearly 200 years
later, a pair of children’s skeletons were found
during renovations, concealed in a box under the
stairs in the White Tower. It was not the first time
that a child’s body had been found in the Tower,
but the pair of them led to speculation that they
could be the princes. King Charles II ordered the
bones placed in an urn and interned in Westminster
Abbey. An examination in 1933 of the bones
determined that they were of approximate age to the
princes, but no other examination was conducted or
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The Battle of Bosworth Field

has been since, leading to accusations that the report
jumped to the conclusion that the bones belonged
to the two boys. Without further evidence, the
mystery remains unsolved.
In the play, Richard had asked Henry Stafford,
the Duke of Buckingham, to have the princes killed,
but Buckingham hesitates, forcing Richard to tap Sir
James Tyrell to do the deed instead. Richard then
denies Buckingham a land grant and the duke turns
against his king, leading the rebellion against him
that culminates in the monarch’s death at Bosworth.
Seemingly, some resentment and suspicion towards
Richard existed after his coronation amongst
Edward IV’s supporters who thought Edward V
should have been crowned instead. Buckingham’s
reason for turning against Richard doesn’t seem to
be as apparent in history as it is in fiction, and in
truth, he may not even have been the leader of the
rebellion named after him. He was, however, the
one to suggest Henry Tudor as a possible successor
after the plotters believed Edward V and the Duke of
York had been murdered. This is ironic considering
that some historians have named Buckingham as
one of the suspects in the princes’ disappearance.

Whatever the reason, by October 1483,
Buckingham and other nobles were in full rebellion
against Richard, who beat back the rebellion in its
early days, capturing Buckingham and having him
executed for treason. The initial rebellion may have
been more successful had bad weather not kept
Henry in France and unable to provide Buckingham
with more support. It’s at this point in the play that,
now king, Richard becomes increasing paranoid,
driving flocks of his supporters away and into the
waiting arms of Henry Tudor. During the interim
period before his invasion, Henry spent his time
gathering troops and support from his exile, also
plotting to marry Edward IV’s oldest daughter
Elizabeth, which would combine the houses of
Lancaster and York. Richard tried to route this by
offering to marry Elizabeth himself (who was his
niece), though the idea of the Southern Elizabeth
replacing the Northern Anne was not supported by
the people in the North, further eroding Richard’s
own backing amongst his people.
When Henry Tudor landed in England in
August 1485, he had a sufficient force to challenge
Richard. Having beaten Buckingham, Richard was
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The Death of Richard III

Tomb in Leicester Cathedral

little concerned about Henry’s challenge and seemed
to relish the opportunity to finish his opposition
for the throne. Meeting on Bosworth Field on
22 August 1485, Richard was said to have fought
bravely. Seeing Henry surrounded by only a small
amount of protectors, Richard made a direct charge
for Tudor, but soon found himself surrounded by
Henry’s troops. Sir William Stanley’s forces were
meant to rush in for support, but Stanley held his
men back, all but assuring Henry’s victory. The
reason why Stanley did not come to Richard’s aid is
unknown, but it ultimately secured Richard’s defeat.
In being slain by Henry Tudor, Richard became the
last English king to die on the battlefield and Henry
would go on to be crowned King Henry VII, marry
Elizabeth of York, and begin the Tudor dynasty.
It was during the Tudor dynasty that narratives
including those of Sir Thomas More and William
Shakespeare portrayed Richard in such an
unflattering light, either suggesting or directly
attributing various murders and plots to him. It
was also Shakespeare’s play that portrayed Richard
as being a hunchback, though contemporary

accounts merely state that Richard had no noticeable
deformities except that he was shorter in stature
(which could be attributed to his scoliosis). Some
accounts of his rule state that Richard was a good
sovereign who punished “the oppressors of the
commons”. While later narratives suggested that he
had poisoned his wife, Queen Anne, by all accounts
she had died of disease and Richard publicly wept at
her funeral. On his death, the City of York deplored
the killing despite potentially risking the wrath of
Henry.
Ultimately, supportive accounts paint the picture
of a man who was not as bad as portrayed. It should
be taken into perspective that many of the negative
stories concerning Richard come from supporters of
the Tudor kings and queens. The real motivations
of Richard in his quest for the throne may never
be truly understood by us, but there is more to the
reign of King Richard III than what you can read
in Shakespeare. There is much more to read in
historical accounts and especially concerning the
finding of Richard’s body in a Leicester car park, but
for this article, “our revels now are ended”.
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ANGLOPHILE 101
Flags of the United Kingdom

English Flag

Welsh Flag

The flag of England features a red cross on a
white background and is a tribute to St George,
England’s patron’s saint (the one that fought
a dragon). It is often flown on government
buildings only in England and is usually seen
when the England National Football team is
playing. It also has a negative association with
English Nationalists and has become a racist
symbol for some. It doesn’t have ‘official’ status
but it’s well known enough.

The Welsh flag features a red dragon on a green
and white field. The flag incorporates the Red
Dragon of Cadwaladr, King of Gwynedd, along
with the Tudor colours of green and white. It was
used by Henry VII at the Battle of Bosworth in
1485. The red dragon was then used by supporters
of the Tudor royal arms to signify their Welsh
descent. It was officially recognised as the Welsh
national flag in 1959.
The Union Flag

Scottish Flag

The Union Flag was adopted in 1801 and
combines the flags of England, Scotland and
Ireland (which is the St Patrick’s Cross, which is
no longer the Irish flag). The Union Flag does not
feature the Welsh in any way because when the
flag was developed, Wales was not considered in
legal terms to be a separate country, it was part of
England (that has since changed).

The Scottish flag is a white X on a blue
background and is a tribute to St Andrew,
Scotland’s Patron Saint who was crucified (thus
the cross shape). Scotland is very proud of its
flag and it is a key part of Scottish identity; you
will often see it waved at sporting events where
Scotland is competing. It’s also flown from
Scottish government buildings.
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Ironbridge, Shropshire
The beautiful village of Ironbridge sits in the
Severn Valley in Shropshire and is famous as
being the location of the Ironbridge, the first
iron bridge built in the world. The bridge is
a popular attraction and open to the public
but the village itself is also worth a visit with
beautiful architecture and charming shops.
It’s worth a stop if you’re in Shropshire.
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FOR EVER, FOR EVERYONE
A Brief History of the National Trust

Win Green Hill, a National Trust owned Landscape in Wiltshire

W

ithout the existence of the National Trust
it is unlikely that England would today
be recognizably ‘England’. The Trust was
founded in 1895 to preserve both open spaces and
properties of historic, cultural or natural interest.
It grew out of a desire to prevent the unchecked
spread of industrialization and development across
a landscape steeped in history and populated
with buildings reaching back into the roots of the
country. By making it possible for stately homes to
be donated to the Trust, instead of sold to pay death
duties, hundreds of properties were preserved for
the enjoyment of English and overseas visitors alike.
National Trust properties are a touchstone of earlier
times and the extensive countryside holdings of the
Trust preserve the unique character of the English
landscape.
Like several other quintessentially British
institutions, The National Trust was born of ‘foreign’
influences, in this case in the mind of the American
landscape architect Charles Eliot. Eliot was a lover
of natural beauty, and thus an instinctive Romantic,
who in 1890 began a campaign to preserve a virgin
stand of trees in Belmont, Massachusetts. His

campaign led to a conference at MIT with broader
aims to acquire, hold, protect and administer, for
the benefit of the public, beautiful and historical
places. The state of Massachusetts passed legislation
creating ‘The Trustees of Reservations’ in 1891 to
achieve that goal. That organization continues its
work today.
Meanwhile, in England, social reformers
interested in improving the miserable lives of
the poor had been influenced by John Ruskin to
consider the place of natural beauty in a full life.
Ruskin was the pre-eminent art and social critic
of the second half of the 19th century, writing
prolifically on a wide range of subjects. Today he is
considered an early environmentalist, and he not
only believed that art should be taken from nature,
but that everyone had the right of access to nature –
a very relevant social concern when many lived and
died in dirty industrial cities.
Influenced by Ruskin, and under the slogan
“Bring Beauty Home to the Poor”, the campaigner
for improved urban living standards, Octavia Hill,
and her sister Miranda founded the ‘Kyrle Society’
in 1875 to bring art and open spaces to the poor.
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The society’s Open Spaces Committee successfully
protected Hampstead Heath and Parliament Hill
Fields from development. Working with the Hill
sisters on the campaign to protect Hampstead
Heath was a solicitor, Robert Hunter. At the age of
22, Hunter had won an essay contest supporting
‘common rights to land,’ a principle dating back to
medieval times that gave residents of an area certain
rights, such as grazing and firewood gathering, on
land that they had no legal title to. He extended
that idea to a right of people to ‘health, comfort
and convenience’ of land around urban areas. His
work provided an important legal argument for
preservation of open spaces and by 1875 most of his
concepts were enshrined in law.
A final key figure was Canon Hardwicke
Rawnsley, a Lake District clergyman and lifelong friend of Beatrix Potter. He had gained the
assistance of Robert Hunter in preventing the
construction of an industrial railway in the Lake
District. These activists enjoyed wide support from
a host of influential figures, from Ruskin to William
Morris, as well as Lord Tennyson, John Stuart
Mills and countless others. The rapid expansion
of urbanization was seen as a major threat to the
English countryside and there was a strong feeling
that the ‘dark, satanic mills’ must not prevail.
The trio of Rawnsley, Hunter and Octavia Hill
took inspiration from Charles Eliot’s success in
Massachusetts and formed the ‘National Trust for
Places of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty’, on
12 January 1875. Shortly after, in 1877, William
Morris established an organisation with similar
aims, although more focused on architecture, called
the ‘Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings’.
Morris’ main concern was the extensive ‘restoration’
of older buildings by removing later additions to
create an idealised original state. He believed that a
building should be preserved as a cultural record,

KEY FACTS
•
•
•
•
•

Founded in 1895 by a combination of
social reformers, artists and craftsmen.
Preserves more than 200 properties and
1.5% of the land area of England.
Promoted from its inception a principle of
preservation, not restoration.
Allows public access to properties
previously only accessible to the wealthy.
Acts of Parliaments allow it to own
property in perpetuity that can’t be sold or
seized by anyone.

not restored, or as he put it, ‘forged’.
The first opportunity for Morris to put his ideas
into practise came when he was approached by a
London architect, Owen Fleming, for advice on the
restoration of Alfriston Clergy House. This was a
14th century building in East Sussex, owned by the
Church of England. Fleming had been contacted by
the new vicar, Reverend F.W. Beynon, for advice on
restoring the derelict building, still occupied by an
elderly lady. Due to a lack of funds, Beynon asked
Morris for advice and Morris put him in touch with
a fellow clergyman - Canon Rawnsley. He of course
passed the matter to the National Trust. Octavia
Hill and Morris shared a common concern with
‘restoration’ and agreed instead that the building
would simply be ‘preserved from decay’, making it
structurally sound but changing as little as possible.
This distinction became a founding principle of
the National Trust and still inspires almost all their
activities. Architects trained by the Society for the
Protection of Ancient Buildings preserved many
National Trust properties, continuing to avoid
‘restoration’.
The Clergy House was duly purchased from
the Church for £10, and carefully preserved by
the Arts & Crafts architect and designer Alfred
Hoare Powell. This became the first National Trust
property and also perhaps the inspiration for the
‘oak leaf ’ emblem of the Trust, taken from a wood
carving on a cornice of the building. The Trust’s
first nature reserve was Wicken Fen, a wetland in
Cambridgeshire, donated by Charles Rothschild in
1901, and its first archaeological monument was
White Barrow, a Neolithic barrow in Wiltshire,

National Trust Founders (Left to Right): Robert Hunter, Octavia
Hill and Hardwicke Rawnsley
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Stourhead Lanscape Gardens, Wiltshire

purchased in 1907.
The National Trust Act of 1907 established a
legal basis for the Trust to acquire property as a nonprofit society and stating its aims as:
“The preservation for the benefit of the Nation
of lands and tenements (including buildings) of
beauty or historic interest and, as regards lands, for
the preservation of their natural aspect, features
and animal and plant life. Also the preservation of
furniture, pictures and chattels of any description
having national and historic or artistic interest.”
Several other Acts followed over the years
as the Trust grew. The Trust operated chiefly by

encouraging - and getting - donations of property
from the owners, although some properties were
also purchased with funds from financial donations.
A major period of growth occurred between 1924
and 1931, under the chairmanship of John Bailey, a
literary critic and lecturer. He was able to encourage
many donations of houses and land to the trust,
using a combination of persuasion and enthusiasm.
Beatrix Potter, author of The Tale of Peter Rabbit,
donated her extensive properties in the Lake District
to the Trust on her death in 1943.
The formation of the National Trust coincided
with the introduction of inheritance taxes in 1894.

Attingham Park, Shropshire

Kingston Lacey, Dorset
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10 Most Popular NT Properties
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Giant’s Causeway, County Antrim
Stourhead, Wiltshire
Cliveden, Buckinghamshire
Attingham Park, Shropshire
Fountains Abbey Estate, North Yorkshire
Polesden Lacey, Surrey
Dunham Massey, Greater Manchester
Nymans, West Sussex
Carrick-a-Rede, County Antrim
Belton House, Lincolnshire

Current National Trust Logo

Key Sites to Visit

The rate of tax increased steadily throughout most
of the 20th century, with a large jump in 1945
following the election of a Labour government
under Clement Attlee. For the inheritors of large
estates, rich in heritage but poor in cash, paying
these duties often involved breaking up estates and
selling homes. The National Trust offered another
way, where descendants could give the property to
the Trust in lieu of these death duties, but continue
to live in the home for life. This brought many
country homes under the care of the Trust, and
accounted for the growing attention given to homes
over land that occurred during the 20th century. In
1967, this focus was challenged by members and
a new, region-based structure was developed to
encourage more diverse activity. Today, the Trust
usually requires an endowment for maintenance
to accompany donations of houses, unless they are
of extreme cultural value. It has also expanded its
collections with such things as the childhood terrace
homes of Paul McCartney and John Lennon.
The National Trust today owns 200 historic
houses open to the public. It also owns 610,000
acres, mostly of countryside (1.5% of Britain),
including one-fifth of the coastline and large
parts of the Lake District and the Peak District
National Park. The sale or mortgage of Trust land is
inalienable, and any sale of any house or land would
require an Act of Parliament, and the Trust also has
the power to make by-laws regulating the use of its
land. The Scottish National Trust carries out similar
work in Scotland but is a separate organisation
working in alliance with the English National Trust
(and sharing visiting rights for members).

Besides the many National Trust properties
that can be visited across the UK, from an historic
point of view these first purchases will be of special
interest:
Alfriston Clergy House is in Alfriston, Polegate,
East Sussex. The house is open Saturdays to
Wednesdays, from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. from
April to December. Of particular note are the
gardens, designed by Graham Stuart Thomas,
author and garden consultant for the National Trust
from 1948 to 1975.
Wicken Fen Nature Reserve is on Lode Lane,
Wicken, Ely, Cambridgeshire. It is open year-round
from dawn to dusk.
White Barrow is on a chalk ridge on Salisbury
Plain just outside the village of Tilshead in
Wiltshire. It is always open.

Joining the National Trust
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UK residents can join the National Trust for £63
a year. Americans cannot join the trust directly but
we can join the Royal Oak Foundation. The Royal
Oak Foundation is the Trust’s official American
Partner and if you join them, you gain all the rights
of UK members - including access to all National
Trust Properties. They hold fundraisers for National
Trust appeals and have a lecture series on things
related to British history and design. Individuals
can join for $65; Anglotopia readers can get a 20%
discount by using the following coupon code on
their website (http://royal-oak.org): Anglo2016.

PLACES FOR INSPIRATION
Five British Writer’s Museums to Visit
By John Rabon

Jane Austen’s House in Chawton, Hampshire

56

Reading is one of the best, most relaxing activities one can do. Of course, Britain has
a massive wealth of literature and great writers stretching back hundreds of years.
With all the museums in the country, you can guarantee that a number of them are
dedicated to these literary greats. While this is by no means an exhaustive list, it
does draw attention to some of the best scattered about the UK. If you’re a fan of
one of these authors, you may want to stop here.

Jane Austen’s House Museum – Chawton

Visiting Information

One of the greatest authors of the 19th century
and one of the first truly prolific female writers
in Britain, Jane Austen is credited with creating
some of the greatest social commentaries of her
time. Formerly a public house before it was let to
her brother, Edward Austen Knight, as a place to
live after her father had died and the family left
Bath. It is said that she revised her novels Sense
and Sensibility, Pride and Prejudice, and Northanger
Abbey here, as well as writing Persuasion, Mansfield
Park, and Emma. The museum has a number of
exhibits not only dedicated to her works, but also
the time in which they were written and can feature
anything including lacemaking, bookmaking, and
bonnet crafting. What’s more, the Learning Centre
houses interactive exhibits that can let visitors get
inside her creative mind.

The house is open daily, except in January and
February when it is only open on the weekends.
Hours vary based on the season but generally
it’s open 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The house is a
very popular tourist attraction so we recommend
arriving early in the hopes that you avoid a tour bus
crowd. The house is quite small and it gets crowded
quite quickly when a tour bus arrives. The house will
also be closed completely in January and February
2017 as the house prepares for Austen Bicentennial
Celebrations. There’s a small shop on site where you
can find ample Austen books and souvenirs. Across
the street is a lovely tea room worth a stop if you’re
hungry after exploring the house. Chawton is a bit of
a remote village so you’ll need a rental car to reach
it unless you come on one of the aforementioned
guided tours.
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The Writers’ Museum – Edinburgh

Charles Dickens Museum – London

Scotland has given the world its fair share of
legendary scribes, and the Writers’ Museum in
Edinburgh is dedicated to their lives and works.
Walking through a passageway next to Deacon
Brodies Tavern on the Royal Mile, you’ll find the
museum in Lady Stair’s House in the Lawnmarket.
The museum focuses on three of Scotland’s best:
Robert Burns, Robert Louis Stevenson, and Sir
Walter Scott. It houses collections dedicated not
only to their writings, but to items from their lives
that inspired them. The museum has regular events
where performers bring some of the works to life.
There are also plenty of opportunities for children
to learn through games and activities, so it can be a
great destination for the whole family.

Another home of a famous writer, the Charles
Dickens Museum in London was his residence
from 1837 to 1839. The building was actually set
for demolition in 1923, but the Dickens Fellowship
saved it by purchasing the property and converting
it into a museum. Inside, visitors can find exhibits
dedicated to the themes of his novels, his wife
Catherine, and his literary tours as well as events
such as festivals, Dickensian walks, and live readings
by lookalikes (much as Dickens would do himself).
There’s also a peaceful garden café where you can sit
with one of his books and enjoy it with some nice
cakes. A visit here is very much a trip back in time
and a window into what inspired one of the greatest
writers of the 19th century.

Visiting Information

Visiting Information

The Writers’ Museum is located in Edinburgh’s Old
Town and is easily accessible by foot. Admission
is free. They are open daily and general opening
times are Monday-Saturday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. and on
Sunday 12-5 p.m. There is not an on-site cafe but
there is a small gift shop.

The museum is open Tuesday-Sunday from 10 a.m. 5 p.m. They are always closed on Monday unless it is
a Bank Holiday Monday. Admission to the museum
is now on a timed entry system so we advise
booking your time and place in advance on their
website (http://dickensmuseum.com/). Admission
charges are £9 (about $15) for adults and £4 for
children (about $6).
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© The Roald Dahl Museum

© davidyoung11111

Bronte Parsonage Museum – West
Yorkshire

Roald Dahl Museum and Story Centre –
Great Missenden

Along with Jane Austen, the Bronte sisters were
some of the best female authors in the early
19th century and nearly all of them produced a
memorable novel or two. The home in which the
museum is located was originally the parsonage
for St Michael and All Angels Church in Haworth,
where their father, Patrick Bronte, was the pastor.
Run by the Bronte Society, the museum is as much
about the lives of the Bronte family as it is about
the daughters’ novels. The museum continues
the family’s literary legacy by sponsoring a
contemporary arts programme to encourage current
and future writers. Anyone who visits will be
magically transported into the lives of Emily, Anne,
and Charlotte, coming away with an even greater
understanding of their works.

This is a great museum for children and adults alike.
The works of Roald Dahl have touched many lives.
The museum has exhibits covering all his works
from the BFG to Matilda, as well as interesting facets
of the author’s life, including his co-development of
the Wade-Dahl-Till Valve to treat hydrocephalus.
The galleries feature important moments from
Dahl’s childhood that would inspire his works, a
replica of his famous writing chair, and the author’s
time serving in the RAF during World War II.
With his life being as exciting and interesting as his
stories, the Roald Dahl Museum is one of the best
literary museums in Britain. Be sure to check out
their upcoming events to see what might be most
fun for you and your family.

Visiting Information

Visiting Information

The museum is open Tuesday to Friday 10 a.m.
- 5 p.m. and Saturday and Sunday 11 a.m. - 5
p.m. Admission is £6.60 (about $9) for adults and
children are £4.40 (about $6). The museum is
located Great Missenden in Buckinghamshire and
is easily accessible by train; the museum is a lovely
short walk from the station.

The Museum and shop are open daily, usually from
10 a.m. - 5 p.m. (though open until 5:30 p.m. in
the summer). Admission is £7.50 for adults (about
$11) and £3.85 for children (about $5). Haworth is
rather remote and will require a car to visit. A drive
through the Yorkshire hills will always be a joy.
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MIDWIFERY IN THE UK
From Florence Nightingale to Call the Midwife
By Lorelei Bachman
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T

he beloved BBC series Call The Midwife
has an audience of more than 9 million
fans who tune in each week to follow
the memoirs of real life 1950s midwife, Jennifer
Worth (Jenny Lee) in the East End of London. But
despite its fascinating ups and downs, triumphs
and heartbreaks, midwifery has historically been
neglected in medical literature, prompting Worth
to share her personal experiences in a collaborative
effort that spanned over a decade. Once her books
Call The Midwife, In the Midst of Life, Shadows of
the Workhouse and Farewell to the East End were
published, the series followed shortly after giving
viewers a glimpse into the integral role of midwives
and nurses in the lives of Britons. But the history of
midwifery goes back much further; for as long as
women have been bearing children, women have
attended other women in bringing babies into the
world.
In the early 1500s, The Sloan Manuscript was
one of the first European works on the subject
of midwifery. A guide entitled Rosegarten was
subsequently published in Frankfurt for use among
midwives and physicians. Because midwives often
guarded the secrets of their profession, very little
practical knowledge was written or passed down.
In the 1600s, Louise Bourgeois, the wife of an
army surgeon, was the first to write a full text on
midwifery and a training school was established at
the Hotel-Dieu, Paris. By 1724, Scottish physician
John Maubray established a teaching practice in
London and published a book entitled The Female
Physician. While such a work by a male physician
may seem progressive for that era, the profession
was fraught with sexism with Maubray stipulating
that midwives must “not be fat and possess a nature
that was grave, patient, pleasant and willing to
follow advice”.
Around this time, the discovery of infection
transmission between practitioners and mothers
prompted Scottish doctor Alexander Gordon to call
for stricter standards of practice. The burning of
bed linens and surgical scrubbing procedures were
mandated prior to labour and delivery. Clothing
was changed and treated to prevent the spread of
infectious disease. Ironically, many doctors and
midwives scoffed at this advice until proven integral
for the life and health of mother and baby, around
1920.
By the mid-1700s William Smellie recorded

Key Hospitals
•

•

•

•

•

General Lying-In Hospital, York Road,
Lambeth. Originally opened in 1767 as
the Westminster New Lying-In Hospital
in Westminster Bridge Road, Lambeth.
Single mothers as well as married women
were admitted. In 1818, it changed its
name to the General Lying-In Hospital and
moved to York Road, Lambeth in 1828.
The Hospital closed in 1971, but this finelooking building still exists today. Florence
Nightingale took a particular interest in the
Hospital’s midwifery training programme;
Queen Charlotte’s Hospital, Goldhawk
Road. The Hospital opened in 1809,
moved to Marylebone Road in 1813 and
Goldhawk Road in 1940. The Hospital
admitted both single and married women;
City of London Lying-In Hospital, City
Road, Finsbury. Opened in 1750. The
building was badly bombed in 1940-1941.
Eventually the Hospital was moved to
Hanley Road, Islington and closed in 1983;
British Lying-In Hospital, Endell Street,
Holburn. Opened in 1749 and closed
in 1913. Only married women were
admitted;
New General Lying-in Hospital, Oxford
Road, near Hanover Square. Opened in
1767 under the name Queen’s Hospital.
It moved to Store Street near Tottenham
Court Road, where patients did include
single women. The Hospital closed in
1800.

the use of forceps in France and became a midwife
instructor. Smellie produced three written
works: A Treatise on the Theory and Practice of
Midwifery, A Collection of Cases and Observations
in Midwifery and A Collection of Preternatural
Cases and Observations in Midwifery. By 1752,
Sir Richard Whittingham, who had once supplied
beds for women in a rented house next door to his
own, established a General Lying-in Hospital for
women recovering from childbirth. Whittingham
subsequently established the Queen Charlotte’s
Hospital. Midwifery at this point was gaining
ground as a respectable profession with several UK
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Florence Nightingale

facilities opening up, primarily intended for the
wives of poor tradesmen, soldiers and sailors.
Males soon began to join the ranks of female
midwives, adding to a long dynamic of patriarchy
and sexism in medicine. A male dominated system
of control was contrasted against a centuries-long
tradition of female community-based networks
of helping and healing. By the mid 1800s, the
rising middle classes opted for obstetric care over
traditional. The working class continued with
midwifery as the only available option. Attempts to
organize midwifery into a classified profession were
thwarted by doctors whose obstetrical practices
were lucrative businesses. The obstetrical Society of
London stated in 1830 that women were, “unsuited
by nature for all scientific mechanical employment”.
Regardless, the following twenty years saw
midwifery added to medical schools and colleges
throughout the UK. Diplomas were awarded and
Nightingale Ward at King’s College Hospital opened
to train nurses in midwifery.
Nightingale Ward, as you may suspect, was
named after famed nurse Florence Nightingale
who fought relentlessly for improved sanitation
at hospitals through analysing vast amounts of
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data accumulated from soldiers in hospital during
her time in the Crimean War. The backing for her
clinical lab work was provided by Queen Victoria
herself, coupled by Nightingale’s talent for statistics.
The shocking truth revealed that between 16,00018,000 military deaths were due not to battle
wounds but to preventable diseases spread by lack
of hygiene. By providing a simple hygiene diagram
for medical staff following the work of the Sanitary
Commission, fatalities due to sanitary failures fell by
99% in a single year.
Nightingale published two famous books - Notes
on Nursing and Notes on Hospitals - with a nursing
school founded in her name the following year.
She established nursing as a respectable career for
women, implementing sanitation procedures in
hospitals that transformed them into clean, spacious
institutions where patients could properly recover.
In addition, she realised most people in
Victorian Britain could not afford healthcare like
she could. Her book Notes on Nursing addressed
this concern by educating people on caring for one
another, and sent help to workhouses in an attempt
to make medical care available to every person,
regardless of circumstance. As a result, many
credit her as the impetus for a universal health care
program.
By 1902, The Midwives Act became law. As an
established profession in Britain, midwives had
to undergo supervised training and registration.
At the turn of the century there was very little
antenatal care for pregnant women. As a result,
pregnant women were seldom if ever examined
prior to the commencement of labour. Around
1915, a compulsory notification of births was
instated and medical officers of health began routine
visits to teach women about general health and
the proper care and feeding of children. This was
primarily in an attempt to ameliorate the standard
of living amongst young families. A few years later,
the newly established ministry of health and the
Board of Education trained all health visitors to an
established standard of regular care.
The post-WWII years brought in a new chapter
in public health via the National Service Act.
The National Health Service was founded by the
Labour party government and instituted in 1948
in considering post-war reconstruction for Britain
and its citizens. It promised comprehensive medical
service for everyone and included a new look at not

only hospitals, doctors and dentists but also nurses,
midwives and health visitors. Healthcare prior to the
war had included a mix of municipal, private and
charity schemes. Its goal was for good healthcare
to be available to everyone, care that was free at the
point of delivery and based on clinical need rather
than the ability to pay.
It was during this era that midwifery and health
clinics became the heart of many communities.
After six long years of wartime struggle, Londoners
had few of the modern conveniences we now take
for granted. However, they did have love of family
for what they had gone through and respect for
authority. At the NHS anniversary celebration, Lynn
Creedy remarked:
‘I was a home birth. The midwife then was a
lady to be feared — she had a lot of authority. She
instructed my father not to let the fire go out, so that
she could burn the placenta afterwards.
‘But things went on for a while, and my father
got so engrossed in his cowboy books — which were
popular at the time — that he let the fire go out.’ No
doubt there was hell to pay’. 1
Having babies was not considered something
men should take part in and as a result, female
family members were often asked to stay and help
run the household when delivery time was near.
If the husband did happen to be home, he was
usually not permitted in the room where his partner
delivered.
While speaking to The Daily Mail in 2012, Call
the Midwife writer and producer Heidi Thomas
shared that while shopping at the Waitrose, a man
in his 70s approached her to tell her how much the
series meant to him: ‘We had three children in the
late Fifties,’ he explained, ‘and my wife could never
talk to me about it. I longed to know, but she felt
there was nothing she could say that would explain
it. And then we watched Call The Midwife, and I
felt at last I had been permitted in some way to be
present at the miracle of birth. I’m very glad of that.’
Between late 1940s to 1960s, midwifery was
finally getting the recognition it deserved. A
working party was appointed to consider the
recruitment and training of midwives. By 1959,
collaboration between Hammersmith Hospital,
Battersea College of Technology and the Queen’s
Institute introduced a four-year integrated course
of nursing education. Midwife education continued
to make gains and was offered at more than 100

schools in conjunction with nurse training. By the
mid-1970s, the number of practicing midwives in
Britain was 16,550 with the training and practice
governed by the Central Midwives Board on behalf
of the government. Contraception was provided
through the National Health Service (NHS)
regardless of age or marital status. 1983 introduced
The Central Midwives Board, The Central Midwives
Board for Scotland and The Northern Ireland
Council for Nurses and Midwives. Project 2000
introduced the first changes in midwifery education
in more than 40 years by implementing new career
structures for nurses, midwives and health visitors
that would reward clinical skills acquired in practice
in relation to their responsibilities.
While today most births in the UK take place
in hospitals rather than at home, midwives are
practitioners in their own right, tending to the
needs of mothers and babies throughout pregnancy,
delivery and the post-partum period for around a
month. Whether at home, in hospital or a midwife
unit, they are leading health professionals and
attend the majority of births. The National Institute
for Health Care and Excellence stated in 2014
that, “midwife-led units are safer than hospitals
for women having straightforward, low risk
pregnancies.” University programs offer three- and
four-year bachelor degrees in the UK, Australia,
Canada, France, Japan, Hong Kong, Ireland, New
Zealand, the Netherlands and the US. Graduate level
programs are also available as well as streams that
combine registered nursing with midwifery.
Statistically, women who choose certified
midwives have lower rates of cesarean births,
obstetric interventions and better access to antenatal
care. Furthermore, a midwife focuses on emotional
and physical support, taking full responsibility for
her patient. It is these qualities that have kept the
profession strong throughout Europe and brought
about a resurgence in North America.

Further Reading
•
•
•
•
•
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Catching Babies: A midwife’s Tale by Sheena
Byrom
Bundles of Joy: Two Thousand Miracles by
Linda Fairley
The Baby’s Coming by Virginia Howes
Twelve Babies on a Bike by Dot May Dunn
Call the Midwife by Jennifer Worth

THE SLANG PAGE
Translating British Speak - Travel Words

When you travel to England for the first time, you
may instantly be baffled by the fact that they call
everyday objects completely different things than
you do back home. So, here is a fun rundown of
British slang words related to travel to help you
navigate that great country when you visit.

Underground Subway system.

Car Park - n - Parking lot or parking garage.
Hire Car - n - A rental car.

Pound - n - Britain’s unit of currency; it’s base 10
just like every other currency but it’s usually worth
more than the dollar.

Motorway - n - The equivalent would be an
interstate highway.

Quid - n - This is the nickname for the pound.
Example: “I’ve got twenty quid.”

Dual carriageway - n - A divided highway a step
down from a motorway.

Fiver - n - Nickname for the five pound note.

Brexit - abbr - The process by which Britain will be
leaving the European Union in the next few years.
This is a very emotive and controversial topic, best
to avoid in polite conversation.

Caravan - n - Another term for Recreational
Vehicle.

AA - abbr - The British Automobile Association,
whom you call when your car breaks down.

Hill-walking - v – Hiking.

A&E - n - Accident and Emergency, what
Americans would call the Emergency Room.

Rambling - v - Hiking.

National Trust - Private charity entrusted with
protecting England’s stately homes and open
spaces. They own many beautiful stately homes and
preserve them for the public.

Alight - v - To disembark or get off a mode of
transport like a train or bus.
Cat’s eyes - n - Reflectors located on the road in the
center line.

English Heritage - A government charity that runs
many ancient monuments (such as Stonehenge) and
some stately homes.

Lorry - adj - A semi or heavy goods truck.
Nearside - n - The side of the car that’s closest to the
curb.

Cadw- The Welsh equivalent to English Heritage
protecting Wales’s ruins and monuments.
Loo - n - The bathroom. Also alternatively called the
Water Closet, the Lav, the bog and the WC.
M25 - abbr - The ring road motorway that
surrounds London. If you need to travel anywhere
in southern England, chances are you’ll travel on a
stretch (and instantly regret it).

Slip-road - n - An exit on/off ramp on a motorway.
Services - n - What we would call a truck stop or
rest stop where you can eat and use the loo.
VAT - Acronym - Value Added Tax. Essentially a
20% sales tax on pretty much everything (except
books).

The Tube - The nickname for London’s

Zebra crossing - n - Pedestrian crossings on roads.
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