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Letter from the Editor
Welcome to the very first issue of the Anglotopia 
Magazine. When we started Anglotopia back in 
2007, we never dreamed what the website would 
turn into. It’s truly amazing to think about the huge 
community we’ve built of people who appreciate all 
things British. As we thought about the future of 
the business and our place in the media world, we 
decided that our next big step should be a magazine 
dedicated to all things British. 

Of course, there are already several magazine 
dedicated to Britain and we love them to bits. We 
started Anglotopia because we couldn’t find the 
website of British things we wanted. That’s the same 
philosophy we’re applying here. We want to start 
a magazine that ticks all the boxes WE want in a 
magazine about Great Britain. The other magazines 
can be a bit stuffy and formal and one of them is the 
official magazine of a tourist authority. 

We think we can add something different to the 
British magazine world. The Anglotopia magazine 
will be an extension of the website. By relying on 
subscribers instead of advertisers, we can invest in 
long form writing that’s not feasible for the website. 
We plan to have long features on travel in Britain, 
long articles on history, culture, and so much more.  

We have been working on this magazine for six 
months now and we’re so excited to finally share it 
with you. If you like it - please consider becoming 
a subscriber. By subscribing to the Anglotopia 
magazine, you can ensure the survival of the website 
and all our activities. Now, I’ll get out of the way and 
let you explore our first issue. Enjoy! 

Cheers,  
Jonathan & Jackie Thomas 
Editors and Publishers 
www.anglotopia.net

Cover Photo: Gold ‘Hovis’ Hill in Shaftesbury, Dorset

The Anglotopia Magazine is published by 
Anglotopia LLC, a USA registered Corporation. All 
contents copyrighted.

Letters to the Editors May be Addressed to:

Anglotopia LLC
1101 Cumberland Xing #120 
Valparaiso, IN 46383 
USA



4

BROADCHURCH COUNTRY
A Jurassic Coast Drive Along the B3157

By Jonathan Thomas



5

Sandstone Cliffs in West Bay
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One of my favorite things to do in Britain is to go for 
a drive, and this issue we’d like to share the beautiful 
Dorset coast drive that we took last year along the 
coastal B3157 road, an 18-mile stretch of road that 
snakes along the Jurassic Coast. On this drive you’ll 
experience stunning vistas, visit charming seaside 
villages and towns, and be able to actually see 
millions of years of geologic history. There’s no other 
place quite like it in the world.

Planning: You can do most of this drive in a day, 
depending on how long you stop at each major 
destination. Once you get down to Weymouth, 
the route follows 18 miles of the B3157. We’ll tell 
you about everything we did on the day - though 
we could not see everything. We did this drive in 
February, and the weather was sunny and perfect, 
the low winter sun of Britain gives everything a 
golden glow through most of the day. You’ll want to 
get an early start to make the most of the sunlight. 
Next time we do this drive it will be summer so 
there will be more daylight. 

EXPLORING WEYMOUTH

For the longest time Weymouth had seen better 
days. This former Victorian Seaside resort town had 
fallen on hard times but it’s had a bit of a renaissance 
lately. There’s been much improvement in transport 
in the area, and the high street has ample shopping. 
There are plenty of places to park and admire the 
lovely Victorian seafront buildings. In the summer 
months, there are amusements parks and ferries 
to the Channel Islands. Weymouth is very much a 
place where English people LIVE these days, and 
you won’t find a lot of foreign tourists. So, it’s a great 
place to get a sense of Britain’s past and future. 

CHESIL BEACH

Chesil Beach is a geographic feature unique in the 
world. This stretch of shingle rock is 18 miles long 
and encloses the beautiful Fleet Lagoon. The bank 
of rocks, which vary in size from pea sized at one 
and orange sized at the other, protects Weymouth 

Chesil Beach from The Heights on the Isle of Portland
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St Catherine’s Chapel, the Fleet Lagoon, and Chesil Beach Looking East
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from high winds from the sea - it’s a fantastic flood 
defense. 

The beach will also be familiar to fans of the literary 
writer Ian McEwan. There’s a nice little visitor’s 
center at the east end of the beach, right before the 
causeway that crosses to the Isle of Portland. There’s 
a cafe, conveniences, and a gift shop where you can 
buy real fossils found in the area. This is also the 
safest place to explore the beach as they’ve laid a 
boardwalk to the beach. There’s a pay and display car 
park to help maintain access. Whatever you do, do 
not go here on a very windy day - you run the risk of 
getting blown into the English Channel. On a calm 
day, it’s very pleasant and you’ll find sunbathers and 
fisherman enjoying the quiet seaside. 

THE ISLE OF PORTLAND

Whether or not you realize it, you’ve been seeing 
bits of the Isle of Portland your whole life. Portland 
stone was valued as a building material and many 
famous buildings in Britain, such at St Paul’s 
Cathedral and Buckingham Palace, have used the 
stone. The lovely, white colored limestone is still 

quarried today, but not in the quantities it used to 
be. As such, there are abandoned quarries that are 
being converted to other uses - most recently as a 
sculpture park. There are also plans in the works to 
build a Jurassic-themed dinosaur attraction.

Today, the Island is home to a small population 
who have their own separate identity as proud 
Portlanders, which is separated from the rest of 
Dorset by a short causeway. The island is basically 
a giant hill, so it’s a lot of fun to drive up the twisty-
turning roads all the way to the summit where you’ll 
be greeted with stunning views of Chesil Beach and 
the Fleet Lagoon. There’s a hotel at the top of the 
hill called The Heights - perfect for a getaway, but 
it’s also a nice stopping point as they have a lovely 
cafe/restaurant. The windows at the top are a wall 
of glass, and it’s a pleasure to sit there and enjoy a 
pot of tea while you watch the Atlantic Ocean meet 
Chesil Beach. 

If you have the time, there’s much to see on Portland 
including the aforementioned sculpture park. There’s 
also Portland Bill, the iconic lighthouse at the edge 
of the island that has warned ships since 1906 of 
the dangerous waters. In warmer weather, there are 
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a couple castles worth visiting along with miles of 
footpaths to walk. You could easily spend a week 
exploring Portland. You’ll want to come back.

THE B3157

After you’ve taken a brief detour to Portland, now 
it’s time to hit the B3157 and enjoy the most scenic 
drive you will ever experience. This is the main road 
across the south coast of Dorset, but don’t for one 
minute think it’s a straight amble. It’s not - the roads 
rise and fall with the landscapes and after every 
hairpin turn, you’re presented with a stunning view. 
It’s most lovely around mid-day, especially in winter 
as you have the golden mid-winter sun to light the 
road. There are plenty of places to pull aside and get 
out of the car to enjoy the far-reaching views.  

ABBOTSBURY

One of the first settlements you’ll come across on 
the B3157 is the charming village of Abbotsbury, 
where people have lived for well more than a 
thousand years. The place is most famous for the 
swannery, which has been caring for a large flock of 
mute swans for more than 600 years. There used to 
be an important Abbey - thus the name - but it was 
destroyed during the Reformation (thanks, Henry 
VIII). Today, the town is a lovely scene of honey-
colored cottages, small businesses, and gorgeous 
views of the surrounding countryside. If you have 
the time, park for a while and have a walk up to 
St Catherine’s Chapel, the views will be worth the 
exertion. 

WEST BAY

West Bay is now world famous because of a certain 
British TV show called “Broadchurch”, which 
was filmed in the small town. Today, it’s become 
a bustling tourist attraction focused on making 
the most of its lovely beaches and cliffs. There’s 
a magnificent pier perfect for promenading and 
ample seaside vendors offering up candies and 
chips. If you walk down the pier, which you most 
certainly should, you’ll be presented with lovely 
views of the stunning sandstone cliffs made famous 
by Broadchurch. As you walk around West Bay, 
you’ll come across the buildings used in filming - 

for example, the Police Station is actually a series of 
flats. There are plenty of pubs near the harbour to 
have a hearty lunch before continuing on. 

BRIDPORT

Up the road from West Bay (which is actually part 
of the town) is the market town of Bridport. A large 
settlement with more than 13,000 people, Bridport 
is a great place to shop and explore. We ended our 
drive along the Jurassic Coast here as there was a 
lovely selection of British antique and book stores 
that occupied the rest of our afternoon. You can 
also find an excellent assortment of small businesses 
plying their trade (Mrs Anglotopia particularly 
loved the Knitting Shop).  

FINAL THOUGHTS

Bridport is the final stop of the the B3157 route, but 
if you have the time, certainly continue onto the 
A35 and head to Lyme Regis. This charming seaside 
town sits on Lyme Bay and features a more far-
reaching view of the Jurassic Coast. It’s also a great 
place to go fossil hunting as regular landslips from 
the cliffs reveal fossils from many geological eras. 
It also has a Jane Austen connection - the harbor 
wall featured in her novel Persuasion and also in the 
film  The French Lieutenant’s Woman. 

Scenic Street in Bridport
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Wentworth Woodhouse

Great British Houses

One of the great Whig political palaces of the 18th century, Wentworth 
Woodhouse is the largest country house in England with a façade that 

stretches more than 600 feet. There are more than 300 rooms in Wentworth 
Woodhouse, rooms that have been inhabited over the years by the influen-
tial Watson-Wentworth dynasty and, later, the Earls Fitzwilliam. Recently 
the house described by Arthur Mee as a ‘standing astonishing witness to 
the commonplace grandeur of the 18th century’ was due to be sold to a 

company from Hong Kong for a reported £8 million. However, the deal has 
since fallen through and the house faces an uncertain future.
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Wentworth Woodhouse

Great British Houses

Key Facts about Wentworth Woodhouse

• Wentworth Woodhouse is located in the village of Wentworth, 5 miles 
from Rotherham in South Yorkshire, England. 

• The original house was built by Thomas Wentworth in the 1630s, but 
was completely rebuilt in the 1720s by Thomas Watson-Wentworth

• Wentworth Woodhouse has been owned by descendants of Thomas 
Watson-Wentworth since 1725 until it passed through marriage to the 
Earls Fitzwilliam. Since the 1980s, the house has had various private 
owners and is currently for sale.

 © thecoach1
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The Marble Hall at Wentworth Woodhouse  © Country Life
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Little is known of the first house that stood 
on the site of Wentworth Woodhouse other than 
that it was a Jacobean structure built by Thomas 
Wentworth, 1st Earl of Strafford in the 1630s. Sadly, 
the first Earl had little time to enjoy his house as he 
was sacrificed by King Charles I and executed by 
Parliamentarians in 1641. 

In 1723, the next Thomas Wentworth, later the 
Marquess  of Rockingham, inherited the house 
and within two years, he had begun to completely 
re-build the house. The brick-built, western front 
of Wentworth Woodhouse was conceived in the 
Baroque style and was the handiwork of a local 
builder and architect, Ralph Tunnicliffe. The 
Baroque style was already out of fashion though 
and before this part of the new house was even 
finished, the current Earl’s grandson, Thomas 
Watson-Wentworth, commissioned the building of 
a completely new east range which was, in reality, 
a much larger house built back-to-back with the 
existing one. 

The design of the new house is thought to have 
been based on Colen Campbell’s Wanstead House. 
Featuring a façade that is 606 feet long it was, and 
may still be, the largest house in England. The 
front of the house has 19 bays with an entrance 
portico accessible from a central double flight of 
steps. One explanation given for the monstrous 
proportions of this house is that they were the result 
of a boastful rivalry between the Stainborough 
and Watson branches of the Wentworth family, 

instigated by terms 
of inheritance 
that were not 
satisfactory to both 
parties. 

Before building 
began, plans for the 
new house were 
vetted by Lord 
Burlington and 
his ‘Burlington’s 
Committee 
of Taste’. As a 
result, Flitcroft 
swooped in on 
Tunnicliffe’s plan 
and was employed as the new architect. Over the 
next decade, Flitcroft not only built the east front,  
but also revised and enlarged Tunnicliffe’s existing 
west front and added wings. Looking out onto the 
giardino secreto  and the walled kitchen garden, 
the west front was intended for family use whereas 
the east front was a magnificent declaration of the 
Wentworth’s social and political ambitions. 

Charles Watson-Wentworth, 2nd Marquess of 
Rockingham, inherited Wentworth Woodhouse in 
the mid-1800s. In 1765-1766 and 1782, he enjoyed 
brief spells as Prime Minister. Charles Watson-
Wentworth employed an architect, John Carr of 
York, in the 1780s and added corner pavilions to 
each of the east wings  along with an extra storey to 

Charles Watson-Wentworth

Wentworth House in 1866
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parts of the East Front. 
Over the succeeding years, the owners of 

Wentworth Woodhouse filled the rooms within 
the house with a staggering collection of art 
and sculptures. In the 19th century, Wentworth 
Woodhouse ranked with Harewood and Castle 
Howard as one of the greatest houses of the North. 
Notably, the Pillared Hall featured designs for panels 
contributed by James ‘Athenian’ Stuart, a painting by 
Stubbs of the famous racehorse Whistlejacket hung 
in one of the rooms as does Hogarth’s The Family 
of the Earl of Rockingham. Paintings by van Dyck, 
Reynolds and Lely can also be found on the walls at 
Wentworth with subjects ranging from kings and 
queens to Straffords. The second Marquess even 
planned to add a sculpture gallery to Wentworth, 
and had Joseph Nollekens create four marbles for 
pride of place, but the galley never came to fruition 
and the sculptures can now be found at the J. Paul 
Getty Museum in Paris and Victoria and Albert 
Museum in London. 

Wentworth Woodhouse was inherited through 

marriage by the Earls Fitzwilliam and remained 
with the family until 1979 when it passed to heirs of 
the Earls. The house fell into disrepair in the 20th 
century during which time a large quantity of coal 
was discovered in the land of the estate. Mining did 
take place around the estate in the 1950s and in the 
1960s and 1970s, the house was let to Lady Mabel 
College of Physical Education and is now known as 
Sheffield Hallam University. The open cast mining 
went almost all the way up to the building and did 
considerable damage to the foundations, damage 
being dealt with to this day.

In the last few decades, Wentworth Woodhouse 
has passed through various private owners. The 
current owner recently died before restoration work 
could be finished, so the family has put the house 
up for sale. It was nearly sold to a company based 
in Hong Kong but the sale has since fallen through. 
The charity SAVE Britain’s Heritage is seeking to 
raise £8 million to buy the house and turn it over 
the National Trust so that it can be preserved for the 
nation before it deteriorates further.

The Restored Long Gallery at Wentworth Woodhouse
 © Country Life
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What Makes Wentworth Woodhouse so 
Famous?

Its claim to having the longest continuous 
façade in the country, its magnificent 18th century 
Palladian style and more than 300 rooms full of 
treasure make Wentworth Woodhouse one of the 
most splendid houses in England. Besides its epic 
scale, Wentworth Woodhouse is famous for being 
the home of some of the most influential Whig 
politicians of the 18th and 19th centuries, even 
being inhabited by a Prime Minster at one point. 
Its unique Baroque west front, Palladian east front 
structure, and the fact that it’s been closed to the 
public for more than 60 years have made Wentworth 
Woodhouse one of the most fascinating private 
houses.

In Film and TV

• Wives and Daughters (1999)

• The Thirteenth Tale (2013)
• Mr. Turner (2014)
• Jonathan Strange & Mr Norrell (2015)

Further Research

• Catherine Bailey (2008) Black Diamonds: 
The Rise and Fall of a Great English Dynasty

• John Martin Robinson (2014) Requisitioned: 
The British Country House in the Second 
World War

• Heather Ewen (2006) Wentworth, My 
Wentworth

Visiting Information

Currently, Wentworth Woodhouse is closed 
to the public with the exception of certain 
organised group tours. View the website www.
wentworthwoodhouse.co.uk for more information. 

The West Front
 © Andrewrabbott
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The photo above is one of the first photographs ever taken - it was snapped 
just five years after William Henry Fox Talbott invented photography by 
the photographer himself. Because the process was no longer experimental, 
Talbot felt comfortable taking his camera out into the world and 
photographing important landmarks. Here you can see Nelson’s Column, 
Britain’s tribute to Horatio Nelson for the victor at Trafalgar, under 
construction in 1844. Nelson’s Column itself was planned separately from 
the master plan of the square and the architect of the square, Charles Barry, 
was notably displeased with its placement.

THEN - TRAFALGAR SQUARE
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NOW - TRAFALGAR SQUARE
While the same can’t really be said for the rest of London, Trafalgar Square 
has not changed much since its construction. The biggest changes came 
in 2003 when the north end of the square was pedestrianized, allowing 
the square to become less of a focus on traffic and more of a focus on 
becoming London’s central square. Events are often held in the square and 
it has been the site of protests through history. The square is also a focal 
point at Christmas where London’s official Christmas tree is placed (always 
a gift from the people of Norway for support during World War II). One 
thing that hasn’t survived history are the square’s famous pigeons, which 
were evicted after the 2003 redevelopment.

 © vic36
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AND did those feet in ancient time
Walk upon England’s mountains green?
And was the holy Lamb of God
On England’s pleasant pastures seen?
 
And did the Countenance Divine
Shine forth upon our clouded hills?
And was Jerusalem builded here
Among these dark Satanic Mills?
 
Bring me my bow of burning gold!
Bring me my arrows of desire!
Bring me my spear! O clouds, unfold!
Bring me my chariot of fire!
 
I will not cease from mental fight,
Nor shall my sword sleep in my hand,
Till we have built Jerusalem
In England’s green and pleasant land.
By William Blake 

JERUSALEM
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Ashmore Pond, Ashmore Dorset



20

THE SPANISH ARMADA
The Twelve Days That Saved England

Key Dates

• 1554 Philip marries Mary I and assumes the 
title of King of England and Ireland

• 1558 Mary dies and Philip supports her sister 
Elizabeth’s claim to the throne

• 1559 Philip proposes marriage to Elizabeth
• 1584 Treaty of Joinville signed – Philip pledges 

money to help the Catholic League
• 1585 Treaty of Nonsuch – Elizabeth pledges 

money to Protestant rebels in Netherlands
• 1587 Execution of Mary, Queen of Scots
• 1587 Sir Francis Drake attacks the Spanish 

Fleet at Cadiz
• 1588 Philip sends Spanish Armada to attack 

England 

Key Figures

The English
• Elizabeth I, Queen of England
• Charles Howard, 1st Earl of Nottingham, Ad-

miral of the Fleet
• Sir Francis Drake, Vice Admiral
• Sir John Hawkins, Rear Admiral

The Spanish
• Philip II, King of Spain, Portugal, Naples and 

Sicily, Lord of the Habsburg Netherlands
• Duke of Medina Sedonia, Admiral

In the latter half of the 16th century, Spain dominated Europe and the world.  Once allies, Spain 
and England found themselves drifting apart.  Following several uneasy decades, Philip sent 
his great Armada to England, intent on thwarting England’s expansion and returning her to the 
Catholic faith.  The Royal Navy harnessed favourable weather conditions and deployed superior 
seamanship to thwart Spain’s ambitions and establish England as a formidable power at sea.
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He Blew With His Winds and They 
Were Scattered

According to British folklore, England’s 
celebrated mariner, Sir Francis Drake, was 
interrupted while playing bowls on the green at 
Plymouth Hoe with the news of the sighting of 
a great armada sailing up the English Channel.  
Despite the threat of Philip of Spain’s Grande y 
Felicísima Armada, Sir Francis carried on with his 
game, declaring that he had time enough to finish 
the game and thrash the Spanish afterwards. Drake’s 
insouciance may be a myth, but the arrival of the 
great Spanish fleet would not have been a shock.  
Relations between Spain and England had been 
drifting toward conflict for decades.  

In the summer of 1588, Catholic 
Philip had finally had enough of 
England and sought to oust Elizabeth 
I.  England’s Queen had become 
a focal point for Protestantism in 
Europe, she had meddled in Philip’s 
affairs in the Netherlands, and had 
given safe haven to privateers who 
attacked Spanish vessels.  

In an era when most of the 
rulers of Europe were strangers to 
each other, Elizabeth of England 
and Philip of Spain were unusual in 
that they had met.  For a time, they 
were related by marriage, although 
separated by religion.  Elizabeth’s 
older half-sister Mary had married 
her cousin Philip in 1554 and he 
came to live in England.  Both Mary and Philip 
were devout Catholics and their fervent wish was 
for England to return to the Church of Rome.  
Although Mary made her new husband King of 
England, he quit the country after Mary suffered a 
false pregnancy.  She was left alone to try to impose 
Catholicism on her people, earning herself the 
infamous nickname “Bloody Mary” in the process.

Mary died in 1558 and Philip supported 
Protestant Elizabeth’s claim to the throne.  Although 
the alternative candidate was a Catholic - Mary, 
Queen of Scots – she was married to the Dauphin 
of France and an Anglo-Franco alliance would 
greatly disturb the balance of power in Europe.  
Consequently, Philip felt that his interests were 

best served by Elizabeth being on the throne and 
by the two countries maintaining an alliance, thus 
sandwiching France between her two enemies and 
squashing any French ambitions of expansion.  
He felt that his role in bringing Elizabeth back to 
court during her sister’s reign, plus his backing of 
her succession to the throne, would endear him 
to Elizabeth.  Indeed, he went so far as to propose 
marriage, notwithstanding her Protestantism.  His 
marriage suit was rejected by Elizabeth yet despite 
the failure of the marriage plans, England and Spain 
were, for the time being, on good terms.  Gradually, 
over the course of several decades, they drifted 
apart.

Over the years, tensions between England 
and Spain grew around two issues.  The first was 

the Netherlands.  The northern 
provinces of the Netherlands were 
Protestant and they rebelled against 
their Catholic ruler, Philip.  In 
England, there was a good deal of 
sympathy for the Protestant rebels. 
Some of the Dutch rebels, who 
operated at sea, found safe haven in 
English ports.  Elizabeth had these 
“Sea Beggars” banished in 1572, 
perhaps in an attempt to mollify 
Philip.  In addition, after the rebels 
successfully broke away, they asked 
Elizabeth to be their ruler, an offer 
that she turned down.  However, 
Elizabeth did undertake to provide 
money and troops in their struggle 
against Philip, largely because of his 
actions in supporting the Catholic 

League, which made allies of traditional enemies 
France and Spain, thus threatening England. She 
signed the Treaty of Nonsuch, which led to Philip 
declaring war on England, though for the meantime, 
he took no direct action.  

The second bone of contention between Spain 
and England had always been the action of English 
and Dutch privateers against Spanish vessels.  
Elizabeth allowed the privateers to operate out of 
English harbours, much to Philip’s fury.  The Queen 
had a good reason to unofficially back the privateers 
since she got a cut of the booty.  In 1580, her half-
share of Drake’s looted Spanish treasures was greater 
than the rest of her crown income for the entire year.  

Once Philip declared war, Elizabeth and her 

Philip II, King of Spain
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advisors decided to take action.  In 1585, Drake set 
out on an expedition in which he attacked Vigo in 
Spain.  He then set off across the Atlantic to plunder 
the Spanish colonies in South America.  Infuriated, 
Philip began to plan an invasion of England.  When 
news of Philip’s plan reached England in the spring 
of 1587, Drake made a pre-emptive strike against the 
Spanish.  He struck out for Spain and sailed into two 
ports at Cadiz and Corunna and “singed the King 
of Spain’s beard” – occupying the ports and sinking 
both naval and merchant vessels.  He continued 
to harry the Spanish coast for a month, effectively 
delaying Philip’s invasion plans for more than a year.

Philip may have suffered a setback, but his 
resolve to invade England did not waver.  Indeed, it 
probably hardened when Elizabeth had her Catholic 
cousin Mary, Queen of Scots, executed.  Although 
Philip was the ruler of the world’s greatest power, he 
had no illusions that an invasion of England would 
be easy.  The armada he assembled had around 160 
ships, carrying some 8,000 sailors and 18,000 troops. 
Philip’s plan was for the fleet to sail to the Spanish 
Netherlands to meet an army of 30,000 soldiers and 
then proceed to England for the invasion.  

As news of the departure of the Spanish Armada 
reached the English, they made a futile, last-ditch 
attempt at brokering a peace.  With no prospect 
of averting the Armada, the English fleet awaited 
the Spanish at Plymouth.  The English would have 
known what was bearing down on them – reports 
suggested that it had taken two days for the massive 
fleet to leave port.  Nevertheless, the English, along 
with their Dutch allies, had more ships (though 
less guns) than the Spaniards.  It was not superior 
numbers that encouraged Francis Drake’s brash 
confidence on Plymouth Hoe, it was that the English 
fleet had ships of a modern design that would allow 

new tactics to be deployed. 
Traditional medieval 

naval warfare relied on 
heavy warships carrying 
soldiers.  Battles at sea were 
conducted like battles on 
land.  The opposing ships 
drew alongside, whereupon 
arrows and handguns would 
be fired, troops would 
board and fight in hand-
to-hand combat.  Philip’s 
men, aboard their large, 

ponderous galleons, were expecting just such a fight.  
In England, a new kind of naval warfare was being 
planned.

The English had designed an innovative lower, 
lighter vessel that was faster and more maneuverable 
than the top-heavy Spanish galleons.  English ships 
carried few soldiers, relying on the sailors’ gunnery 
skills to overpower the enemy before boarding could 
occur.  The block and tackle on the guns of English 
ships were designed for repeated fire and English 
gun crews were drilled to load and fire throughout 
a battle.  Spanish ships had no such system.  They 
relied on a gun being fired once, after which the 
gun crew would go on deck to prepare to board the 
enemy.  

Drake’s preparation was set and he awaited the 
Spanish.  A system of beacons strung out along the 
south coast was to relay the news of the sighting of 
the Armada to London.  Drake’s ships put to sea 
and engaged the Spanish on 20 July near Eddystone 
Rocks.  After several days of fighting, the Spanish 
defensive crescent shape formation held and 
neither side made any impact, other than a couple 
of Spanish ships colliding.  The Spanish anchored 
up, still in their crescent formation, off Calais on 27 
July, and Drake spotted an opportunity.  He loaded 
up old ships with flammable materials to create fire 
ships which he sent towards the Spanish.  Fearing 
explosions if the fire ships came too close, many 
of the Spanish captains cut their anchors.  The 
defensive formation was thus scattered and the 

Sir Francis Drake
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English closed in.
On 29 July, the English attacked the Spanish 

near the port of Gravelines.  Their ploy was to draw 
Spanish fire while staying out of range, and then 
close for battle giving repeated broadsides.  By 
staying windward to the Spanish, the English were 
able to damage the Spanish hulls as they heeled.  
Eventually, the English ran out of ammunition, but 
the Spanish were already in disarray and turned to 
flee northwards with the English in pursuit. 

The English still feared an invasion, so it was 
imperative to keep the Spanish fleet away from the 
Netherlands and the Duke of Parma’s waiting army.  
On 8 August, Elizabeth travelled to Tilbury and 
gave a rousing speech to her troops to prepare them 
should the invasion force arrive.  It never did.  

Having turned north, the Spanish had the 
daunting prospect of sailing up the east coast of 
England, around Scotland and down past Ireland 
to get home.  Many ships were badly damaged and 
there were inadequate supplies of food and water 
since such a journey had not been in Philip’s plan.  
The weather was stormy and there was no way of 
putting into safe haven as many of the fleet had cut 
their anchors.  The journey took a dreadful toll with 
only 67 ships returning to England.  Thousands of 
men died due to the weather, disease and starvation.  
The Spanish Armada was defeated and England was 
saved from invasion.

Legacy

The defeat of the Spanish Armada boosted 
English pride and has become legendary.  Little 
England facing invasion from the mighty Spain 
and emerging triumphant gave the British heart 
during subsequent invasion threats from Bonaparte 
and later Hitler.  The defeat of the Armada is often 
regarded as laying the first foundations of the British 
Empire.  

Sites to Visit

A statue of Sir Francis Drake stands on 
Plymouth Hoe, Plymouth, Devon, near the green 
on which he was said to have been bowling when he 
heard news of the sighting of the Spanish Armada.  

The magnificent fort at Tilbury, in Essex, on 
the Thames Estuary, is very near the site where 
Elizabeth gave her famous rallying speech to the 
troops.

At Culmstock in the Blackdown Hills of Devon 
you can find Culmstock Beacon, a small stone 
structure built in 1588 to support one of the relay 
beacons to warn of the approaching Armada.

The Ulster Museum, Belfast, has an exhibition 
featuring artefacts rescued from three of the many 
Spanish ships that were wrecked off the coast of 
Ireland.  

Further Research

• The Spanish Armada (2014) by Robert 
Hutchison is a narrative account of the battles 
at sea.

• The Confident Hope Of A Miracle: The True 
History Of The Spanish Armada (2004) by 
Neil Hanson flows well and describes the 
background as well as the battle itself.

• S J Parris’ spy, Giordanno Bruno, is 
investigating a traitor in Drake’s fleet in 
Plymouth in her 2014 novel Treachery.

Films and TV

• “Battlefield Britain:  The Spanish Armada with 
Peter and Dan Snow” is available on DVD.

• “Elizabeth:  The Golden Age “(2008) is a 
sumptuous production starring Cate Blanchett 

Elizabeth I - The Armada Portrait
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As a British expat who has resided in the United 
States for more than seven years, I can state 
unequivocally that living in another country changes 
you. To that end, it changes you in ways you would 
not imagine. You start seeing past any preconceived 
notions you may have had about your new country 
and even see your own in an entirely new light. At 
least, that’s what happened for me. Here are seven 
things I’ve learned as a Brit living in the USA. 

Some American Stereotypes Are False

There’s an oft regurgitated stereotype among 
my compatriots that Americans are dumb. Sure; 
America - like everywhere else on the planet - does 
have its fair share of geographically-challenged and 
globally-unaware citizens. But, for each of these, 
I have encountered at least one American who 
knows, for example, just as much about my own 
country as I do. And then there’s this notion that 
all Americans are super confident. I can only think 
that this common belief is gently propped up by the 
world of cinema, which has been known to show 
Americans as go-getting opportunists (well isn’t 
that what capitalism is all about?). But while this 
depiction is true to some extent, I know Americans 
who are perfectly capable of expressing feelings of 
apprehension or harboring low self-esteem. They’re 
human, after all.

You Miss British Weather. A lot.

Speaking of stereotypes, one that is forever thrown 
at the British is that they are in a perpetual state of 
malcontent over the weather. To that end, the British 
aversion to the national climate is almost always 
brought on by one other well-known cliché: rain. 
Indeed, at the tail end of last year—amid devastating 
floods that hammered the UK—the British had 
good cause to lament the drizzly weather. However, 
after enduring the extremes of both the Midwestern 
winter and summer, I would happily spend a day 
lying in the British rain. In just my underpants. 
Laughing maniacally. If that doesn’t severely creep 
you out, then read on.

Americans Speak Another Language

Perhaps the most famous difference between our 
two nations is our respective employment of the 
English language. And, to my initial surprise, our 
differences in this department stretch quite beyond 
just the spellings of colour, metre, and aluminium; 
after seven years in the US, I still stumble upon 
the odd (sometimes very odd) American spelling, 
pronunciation, or semantic anomaly. You never 
quite become acclimatised (acclimated) to the 
language barrier. Just when you think you’ve figured 
it out, Joe Bloggs (John Doe) comes along and leaves 
you all confuddled (discombobulated). 

 LOST IN THE POND

LESSONS LEARNED BY A BRITISH EXPAT LIVING IN THE USA
By Laurence Brown
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You Become an Anglophile

The truth is, I have become an Anglophile. And 
living in America has made me this way. Now 
don’t get me wrong—the only crime America 
has committed during this mental renaissance of 
mine was the following: It wasn’t England. This, by 
international law, is probably not the most serious 
felony, though it is one that caused me to have 
the odd (sometimes very odd) sleepless night. A 
lot of those nights—at least early on—were spent 
thinking about the friends and family I’d left behind. 
But as the years went on and as I began to accept 
that these people were absent from my day-to-
day life, my ugly descent into Anglophilia began. 
Before long, I suddenly counted Union Jack tea 
towels among my possessions, and found myself 
scouring Netflix for the latest offering of “Call the 
Midwife”—a show I would not otherwise have 
idolized before my transplant across the Pond. I 
frequented “authentic” British pubs in the heart of 
Indianapolis and routinely added pickled onions 
and mint sauce to my shopping trolley (cart in the 
US). I even developed a newfound appreciation for 
the Royal Family, for whom I had once felt nothing 
but indifference. I even have a Prince George tea 
towel. Don’t judge.

You Also Become An Unofficial British 
Ambassador

I think most expats are this way. You come to 
defend your homeland in a manner that you can’t 
recall having ever done before. You take on an 
unofficial ambassadorial role—constantly singing 
the praises of a country that, while nonetheless 
flawed, represents the one place that never escapes 
you during the course of your life: home. You find 
yourself justifying Britain’s fixation with the word 
“sorry” or offering a rebuttal to those who would 
dare contest the brilliance of pickled onions. And 
people believe you, mainly because of entry number 
6… 

Your Accent Takes You Places

It’s true! Americans love a good British accent (and 
a bad one, come to that). This notion calls to mind 
my first day in the American workforce, when the 

head recruiter gleefully turned to me and insisted, 
“why don’t you give everyone a taste of that amazing 
accent?” Needless to say, and I’ve come to appreciate 
the irony of this, I was left completely speechless. 
That said it soon became apparent that the British 
accent was, if nothing else, my greatest asset—a 
weapon that I could deploy time and again on my 
journey up the promotional ladder. And so I did. 
But along this journey, no matter my occupation, I 
still never quite got my head around the final entry 
on this list...

You Always Think Twice Before Writing 
the Date

Some things are easier to let go of than others. For 
some reason—and I imagine it’s because I devoured 
American films growing up—substituting the word 
“rubbish” for “trash” came naturally to me. So, 
too, did other everyday word variations, such as 
“apartment” in place of “flat,” “restroom” instead of 
“loo,” and “trunk” as an alternative to “boot.” But, 
even having resided in the US now for more than 
six years, there is still one habit I have yet to fully 
relinquish: writing the date in a British format. 
Now don’t misunderstand—I am perfectly aware 
of how US date formats work. You simply switch 
the day and the month around to get 01/27/2015, 
as opposed to the British method, which reads 
27/01/2015. However, the fact that I have applied 
this rule to memory does not mean I will always 
competently put it into practice. On the contrary, 
whenever I am asked to provide my date of birth, 
I almost always get my brain into a muddle, as 
18/11/81—and not 11/18/1981—tries desperately 
to emerge from my cerebral cortex. Perhaps I’m 
bitter. After all, a piece of personal trivia is that, 
while I lived in Britain, my date of birth constituted 
a numeric palindrome. Perhaps America’s biggest 
crime of all is that it has robbed me of this. I will 
never forgive you, America.

Laurence is a British writer and humor-
ist who lives in the United States. He also 
hosts the popular web series, Lost in the 
Pond on YouTube. He has an infuriating 
habit of taking America to task by point-
ing out how things are done in the UK. 
He really needs to stop this behavio(u)r. 
It’s anti-American. © Zed Martinez
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WHAT’S IN A NAME?
The Various Names of London Throughout History

BY JONATHAN THOMAS

©rabbit75_fot
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LONDON - the very name strikes such a cord 
with people who love that fair city. It conjures up 
an image of beautiful buildings, long history, the 
Thames, black taxis, red buses, red phone boxes, 
charming locals, and so much more. 

London has been known by several names 
throughout its history and it also has different 
names all over the world based on the language 
spoken. 

Here’s a fun list of a few.

Londinium - This was the original Roman 
name for the city they founded on the banks of the 
Thames and the root of all the future iterations. It 
varied based on language and translation - here are 
some examples: c. 115; Londinion c. 150; Londinio, 
Lundinio 4th century; Lundinium late 4th century; 
and Londini early 2nd century and c. 105.  

Lundenwic - The port on the Thames founded by 
the Anglo-Saxons in the 7th or 8th century about a 
mile away from the original Londinium settlement. 
It means literally ‘London settlement or trading 
town.’  

Londontown - A colloquial and affectionate 
nickname for London. Not quite accurate as London 
has never been a town - it’s always been a city from 
its founding. The phrase was made famous by the 
song A Nightingale Sang in Berkley Square and 
later in an album called London Town by Sir Paul 
McCartney. 

Londres - This is the the French, Catalan, 
Portuguese, Spanish, and Filipino language name for 
London. The ‘r’ is silent and is pronounced as you 
would in Italian (see below).

Londe - Italian name for London. 

The Big Smoke - London was given this label 
in the 19th century due to its choking smog and 
pollution caused by coal burning fires. It’s a name 
that stuck as another name for London. It’s also been 
known at The Old Smoke. London’s legendary fog 
became a relic of history thanks to air pollution laws 
in the 1950s and 1960s.  

City of London - The Square Mile - This is the 
original settlement that forms the core of London. 
It’s about 1 square mile in size on the banks of the 
Thames and it has its own government structure 
separate from the rest of London. The outline of the 
City is still made up of the outlines of the original 
Roman Wall (and you can still see bits of it in 
random places around the City).

Greater London Authority - The current 
overall government for all the various boroughs that 
make up London. It has a mayor (currently Boris 
Johnson) and an elected assembly with 25 members. 
It’s only been around since the year 2000 when it 
was created by the Labour government. It is made 
up of the 32 boroughs in the historical London area 
along with the City of London (which has its own 
government).

London County Council - The former 
authority that governed London but it was abolished 
by Margaret Thatcher in 1986 (it was political, she 
hated its leader Ken Livinstone - later London’s first 
elected mayor). Its grand building is now home to 
some of London’s most popular tourist attractions 
such as the London Aquarium and the London 
Dungeon.  

Metroland - An informal name for a suburban 
area northwest of London, England, served by the 
Metropolitan Line on the London Underground. It 
now has come to represent the golden age idea of 
London suburban life in the pre-World War II era as 
London spread out into suburbia via the Tube and 
other rail lines. 

LHR - The airport abbreviation for London 
Heathrow airport. 

LGW - The airport abbreviation for London 
Gatwick airport. 

London City - The small airport located in the 
Docklands that has short haul flights to the rest of 
Europe.

LDN - The new shortened version of London often 
used in marketing but also used by people sending 
text messages.  ©rabbit75_fot
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WHAT have I done for you, 
  England, my England? 
What is there I would not do, 
  England, my own? 
With your glorious eyes austere,        
As the Lord were walking near, 
Whispering terrible things and dear 
  As the Song on your bugles blown, 
    England— 
  Round the world on your bugles blown!
 
Where shall the watchful sun, 
  England, my England, 
Match the master-work you’ve done, 
  England, my own? 
When shall he rejoice agen         
Such a breed of mighty men 
As come forward, one to ten, 
  To the Song on your bugles blown, 
    England— 
  Down the years on your bugles blown?
 
Ever the faith endures, 
  England, my England:— 
‘Take and break us: we are yours, 
  England, my own! 
Life is good, and joy runs high     
Between English earth and sky: 
Death is death; but we shall die 
  To the Song of your bugles blown, 
    England— 
  To the stars on your bugles blown!’     
 
They call you proud and hard, 
  England, my England: 
You with worlds to watch and ward, 
  England, my own! 
You whose mail’d hand keeps the keys
Of such teeming destinies, 
You could know nor dread nor ease 
  Were the Song on your bugles blown, 
    England— 
  Round the Pit on your bugles blown!
 
Mother of Ships whose might, 
  England, my England, 
Is the fierce old Sea’s delight, 
  England, my own, 
Chosen daughter of the Lord,         
Spouse-in-Chief of the ancient Sword, 
There’s the menace of the Word 
  In the Song on your bugles blown, 
    England— 
  Out of heaven on your bugles blown!

England, My England
By William Ernest Henley
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England, My England
By William Ernest Henley

Sutton Bank, North York Moors ©VisitBritain / Welcome to Yorkshire
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GREAT BRITISH BUILDINGS
Manchester Town Hall

By John Rabon

© Tupungato
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A Grade I listed building, Manchester Town Hall 
in the City of Manchester is a beautiful example of 
Victorian Gothic architecture and one of the finest 
municipal government buildings in the world.  The 
previous town hall was on King Street in a neo-
classical building and had been so since 1722.  By 
the 19th century, the Industrial Revolution caused 
Manchester to expand at such a great pace that 
it went from being a town to receiving city status 
in 1853.  With all this growth, the Manchester 
Corporation realised that it needed a new town hall 
to meet the increasing needs of its citizens.

The planning process for a new town hall began 
in 1863 when the corporation 
created a design competition.  
The property on which the new 
building would sit bordered 
Mount Street and Princess 
Street and was triangular 
in shape, necessitating a 
similarly-shaped structure.  
The building also needed to 
have a large hall, a suite of 
reception rooms, offices for 
city employees, a chamber for 
council meetings, and living 
quarters for the Lord Mayor.  
The Manchester Corporation 
required the new building to 
be “equal, if not superior, to 
any similar building in the 
country at any cost which may 
be reasonably required.”

Ultimately, architect 
Alfred Waterhouse won the 
competition in 1868 out of 
137 entries.  He had opened 
an architectural firm in the city 
after studying in France, Italy, and Germany and 
would go on to design the Natural History Museum 
in London as well as many other buildings.  While 
Waterhouse’s design was not the most aesthetically 
pleasing to the Manchester City Council, his 
ingenious plan to fit the building onto the property 
as well as combining the ceremonial and work 
requirements of the town hall won the day, despite 
rumours that he had actually placed fourth.

Lord Mayor Robert Neill laid the foundation 
stone on 26 October 1868.  The construction took 
nine years and utilised 14 million bricks encased 

in Spinkwell stone.  By the time construction was 
finished in 1877, Abel Heywood had become the 
Lord Mayor.  In his younger days, Heywood ran the 
Poor Man’s Guardian newspaper and had run several 
articles advocating the overthrow of the monarchy 
as well as paying a fine and incurring jail time for 
refusing to pay the stamp duty tax.  As a result, 
when the Town Hall formal opening ceremony took 
place on 13 September that year, Queen Victoria 
refused to attend.

The Neo-Gothic exterior contained several 
notable statues such as the Roman General Agricola, 
King Henry III, Queen Elizabeth I, and Saint 

George.  Agricola had built 
the first Roman fort in the 
area, Manchester received its 
charter during Henry’s reign, 
Elizabeth is there to represent 
religious independence, 
while George is present as 
the patron saint of England.  
Above all this on the Town 
Hall tower is a 280-foot clock 
with three clock faces that 
say “Teach us to number our 
Days.”  The clock tower also 
contained 24 bells, the largest 
of which is named “Great 
Abel” in honour of Heywood.

This exterior, as well as 
the interior, are testaments 
to the grandness of a city 
that wanted to celebrate its 
new status.  It knew that this 
success was attributed to its 
industry and Waterhouse was 
sure to include many tributes 

in his design.  To honour 
the industrial nature of the city, many parts of the 
interior are decorated with bees, such as the mosaic 
floors, a symbol chosen for their hard-working 
character.  Inside the Great Hall, twelve murals 
by Ford Maddox Brown that illustrate important 
persons and moments from Manchester’s history, 
such as the building of the Roman fort in 80 A.D. 
and the opening of Bridgewater Canal in 1761.  The 
ceiling of the Great Hall includes the coats of arms 
for many of the cities and counties that traded with 
Manchester.

By the 20th Century, Town Hall continued to © Tupungato

Foyer
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grow along with the city, necessitating an extension 
to the original building.  E. Vincent Harris won 
the competition to design the new section of Town 
Hall in 1927, the same year that he also won the 
competition to design the nearby Manchester 
Central Library.  Located between the Town Hall 
and the Library, one side of the structure was 
designed to be curved to match the library building.  
The style of the exterior was meant to be a bridge 
between the Neo-Gothic style of the Town Hall 
and the Classical style of the Central Library.  Two 
covered bridges connect it to the main Town Hall 
building which houses many departments that came 
to be necessary in the new century such as power 
and rents.  It also has a cinema in the basement 
along with several presentation rooms.

Still a functioning municipal government 
building, the Town Hall achieved Grade I listed 
status in 1952. The architectural wonders of both 
buildings bring many tourists each year and the 
Extension includes a visitors centre from which 
guided tours are held daily.  If you ever want to 
glimpse one of the most magnificent council 
structures in the UK, you need only take a trip to 
Manchester.

The Great Hall
© Tom Page

The Banqueting Hall
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© Tom Page

The Banqueting Hall

4 More Things to See in Manchester While You’re There

1. Coronation Street Set

Billed as one of the most famous streets in the 
United Kingdom, this tour allows visitors to walk 
down the streets of the Granada Studios set, where 
Coronation Street was filmed for 53 years before 
moving to MediaCityUK. Studio guides take you 
for an on-set visit that includes the green room 
(where actors prepared), the stars’ former dressing 
rooms, wardrobe, interior sets, and the exteriors 
of the street itself, all the while sharing interesting 
facts and stories built up over a half-century of 
filming. Open at 10AM every day, there’s no telling 
how long this tour may last, as studios hate to 
keep space open that could be occupied by other 
productions. Additionally, during the Halloween 
season, the set is converted into a holiday theme 
for visitors, dubbed “Horrornation Street”.

2. Imperial War Museum North

An extension of the Imperial War Museum in 
London, one of the things that makes IWM North 
different is a big focus on art. Several of the ex-
hibits on now revolve around art’s connection to 
conflict, including Reactions 14: A series of works, 
performances, and exhibits to commemorate the 
centennial of World War I. A more kid-friendly 
exhibit comes from the Horrible Histories book 
series and focuses on the effects of rationing 
during wartime. Additionally, the Air Shard also 
provides an excellent view of the city that will take 
your breath away.

3. Chinatown

If you thought you could only find Chinatown 
in New York or San Francisco, think again. Like 
many similar Chinese enclaves around the world, 
this community formed as settlers began to move 
into the Manchester area in the early 20th century, 
with a boost of immigration from China starting 
in the 1950s. The Moon Festival in September sees 
many residents and tourists alike participate in the 
Chinatown Challenge, a scavenger-hunt like event 

in which participants have to run from business 
to business completing a set of assigned tasks. The 
Manchester Chinatown Community Group puts 
on several other events per year, including a dry 
land dragon boat race in 2012. Its archway, locat-
ed on Faulkner Street, is a beautiful example of a 
traditional paifang and was constructed in China, 
then shipped to Manchester in three containers.

4. Old Trafford

Unless you really hate Manchester United, you re-
ally ought to visit the stadium that serves as home 
to one of Britain’s most successful football clubs. 
It is the second-largest football stadium in the UK 
after Wembley and can seat 75,635 members of the 
Red Army (and opponents’ supporters). It’s nick-
name is “The Theatre of Dreams” and any United 
fan can see their dreams come true with a stadium 
tour that includes the museum and the Manches-
ter United Club Megastore. Through the end of 
October, there was free admission, though several 
packages are also available including lunch in the 
Red Café and having your tour led by a former 
player. The tour and museum are open from 9:30 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. seven days a week, so be sure to 
stop by and check out all those trophies. If you’re a 
fan of the most famous football club in the world, 
then a stop at Old Trafford is a must even if you 
can’t take in a game.

Imperial War Museum North
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GREAT BRITISH ICONS
The Red Phone Box

By David Goodfellow

© Helen Hotson
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The Red Phone Box is an iconic symbol of 
Britain to many people around the world. The 
neo-classical design remained largely unchanged 
for almost 60 years and provided public telephone 
service across the United Kingdom. The box 
sheltered users from the British weather and shared 
the joy, sadness, and secrets of tens of millions of 
people through the Great Depression, World War 
II, the grim 50s, the swinging 60s, and the Thatcher 
years. Although replaced by new designs and today 
by mobile phones, it remains instantly recognizable 
and loved by many.

1876 is the seminal year in the history of 
the telephone. It was in that year that Alexander 
Graham Bell spoke the first words down 100 feet of 
wire, to his assistant Mr Watson. In the same year, 
Sir William Thomson (who had earlier laid the 
first transatlantic telegraph cable and later become 
Lord Kelvin, with the scale for absolute zero named 
after him) showed the telephone to the British 
Association for the Advancement of Science. The 
following year, Bell founded the Bell Telephone 
Company and Mr W H Preece brought the first pair 
of telephones to Britain. Preece was later knighted 
and became Engineer-in-Chief of the early Post 
Office.

By 1878, the first trial took place in the UK, 
when on 1 November, a call was made more than 
115 miles from Cannon Street in London to the 
town of Norwich, using Edison equipment along 
an existing telegraph wire. In 1879, Bell opened two 
exchanges in London with 200 subscribers and the 
rival Edison Telephone Company of London Ltd. 
opened three with 172 subscribers. Charges were 
£12-20 per year – equivalent to £1,200-2,000 today.

In 1880, British courts held that the telephone 
was a telegraph under the Telegraph Act, 1869, 
which meant that providers must be licenced by the 
Post Office. The policy was to only licence existing 
providers, and the Post Office itself undertook to 
expansion and development of the system. This 
meant that from the beginning, telephone services 
in the UK were state-owned and operated, although 
it was not until 1892 that all services came under 
the Post Office, when they saw their revenue from 
telegrams falling sharply and needed this new 
service to remain profitable. Public complaints 
about the poor service provided by the private 
operators also played into the decision to nationalize 
the service.

Over the next decades, the service was 
expanded, using new technologies as they were 
developed and with lines laid under the Channel to 
France. As the service grew, rural areas became a 
problem, since the cost of providing lines to remote 
areas was high. As a consequence, a system of 
telephone kiosks began to appear, mostly in rural 
areas. The first standard design was released in 1921, 
called prosaically Kiosk no.1, or K1. It was made 
of three concrete sections, with a wooden door 
and glass panels in the door and side pieces. The 
kiosk was painted in various colours to suit local 
conditions and sometimes required a sign on the 
roof to make it more visible.

Attempts to install these boxes in London met 
with resistance from local councils, so a more 
suitable design was looked for. The Post Office 
wanted to use an internally-produced design, but 
the Birmingham Civic Society was promoting its 
own design and fought back. The Royal Fine Art 
Commission, the Royal Academy, and the British 
Society of Architects entered the fray and forced a 
more open competition. 

The competition was held in 1924 and 
supervised by the Royal Fine Art Commission. They 
invited three respected architects to also submit 
designs and in the end selected the design of Sir 
Giles Gilbert Scott. Scott was already known for his 
design of a new cathedral for the city of Liverpool, 
which combined elements of the neo-Gothic with 
modernism. He would later design the iconic 
Battersea Power Station and his design for the phone 
booth was in the neo-classical style and topped with 
a dome copied from the mausoleum of Sir John 
Soane in St. Pancras Old Churchyard, that Soane 
had designed for himself. At the time, Scott was 
a trustee at the Soane’s Museum, which preserves 
Soane’s eccentric neo-classical style.

Scott’s original design was in mild steel, painted 
© Helen Hotson

Key Facts

• Created 1924 – discontinued 1982
• Designed by the architect Sir Giles 

Gilbert Scott
• Became an iconic symbol of Britain to 

both locals and tourists



36

silver, with an aqua interior, but when the final 
model was completed it was made of cast iron, 
painted red. K2 boxes began to be installed in 1926 
in London, while the earlier K1 model continued in 
use elsewhere. In 1929, Scott re-designed the kiosk 
in concrete, known as the K3 kiosk, which could 
be produced at a lower cost. Both K1 and K3 boxes 
were painted in cream, with red glazing-bars in the 

windows. 
The K4 booth was an ultimately unsuccessful 

design developed in 1927 by the Engineering 
Department of the Post Office, which incorporated 
a post box and a stamp-selling machine, but only 50 
were ever produced. A K5 box in plywood, intended 
for quick assemble and remove from temporary 
sites such as exhibitions, was developed in 1934, but 
never got past the prototype stage.

To commemorate the silver jubilee of King 
George V, a K6 design was released in 1935. 
This ‘Jubilee’ kiosk was designed by Scott and 
was a smaller version of K2, with some of the 
ornamentation removed in keeping with 1930s 
modernity. It could be made for a much lower 
cost and took up less pavement space. Initially, it 
was extensively used outside London and by 1940, 
16,000 were installed, bringing the total number of 
kiosks across the country to 35,000. There was initial 
resistance outside London to the solid red color and 
some boxes in areas of exceptional beauty were at 
first painted grey with red glazing-bars.

K6 became the iconic Red Telephone Box 
and spread across the country until by 1960 there 
were 64,000 boxes in place. In 1959, a K7 box was 

Scott’s Original Schematic for the K6
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Phone Box Graveyard

Phone Box Repurposed as an ATM Twin Icons - Post Box and Phone Box
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designed by the architect Neville Conder, but never 
got past the prototype stage. Then in 1968, Bruce 
Martin designed the K8 box with windows of a 
single pane of glass. He also introduced a brighter 
colour, called ‘Poppy Red’, which became standard 
as older boxes were re-painted. However these boxes 
were more prone to vandalism and although11,000 
were installed to replace older boxes destroyed 
beyond repair, only 12 now remain in existence.

When Post Office Telephones was re-branded 
British Telecom in 1981, in preparation for 
privatisation under Margaret Thatcher, it was 
announced that all boxes would be re-painted 
yellow, BT’s corporate colour. A huge public outcry 
ensued, with a media campaign and questions in 
the Houses of Parliament, and the plan was quietly 
abandoned.

Following privatization the next year, plans 
to replace all K6 boxes with a new KX100 were 
announced. There was also to be a wheelchair 
accessible KX200. Another public outcry 
immediately followed, with some regions using 
legislation designed to preserve historic buildings to 
prevent boxes being removed. Two thousand boxes 
were given listed status. BT pushed on and removed 
almost all the K2 and K6 boxes, so that today only 
11,000 remain. The boxes were sold and became 
everything from art installations to shower booths. 
Others were preserved in-situ and became libraries, 
art galleries, defibrillators, and mobile-phone-
charging booths.

A number of boxes found their way overseas, 
with many going to the US, and others to Israel, 
France, and Germany. The islands of Antigua, 
Barbados, Malta, and Cyprus still have original K6 
boxes in use.  

Sites to Visit

The National Telephone Kiosk Collection 
contains examples of all telephone boxes used 
from1912 to the present. The collection has been 
held since 1994 by the Avoncroft Museum, in 
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire. The museum is open 
daily in July and August from 10:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
It is closed Mondays for the rest of the year and 
closes at 4:00 p.m. in November and December. It 
is only open weekends till 4:00 p.m. in January and 
February.

Some working boxes of most designs can still 

be found in various locations around the country. 
A K1 box, still in use, can be seen in the Trinity 
Market in Kingston-upon-Hull, Yorkshire. A row 
of original K2 boxes can be seen in Broad Court, 
Covent Garden, in London. A K3 box, restored to its 
original colours, can be seen at the Penguin Beach 
exhibit of London Zoo. A replica K5 box is in the 
National Telephone Kiosk Collection. A significant 
number of K6 boxes still exist, especially in smaller 
towns and villages around England.

In the US, examples of the Red Phone Box can 
be found at the University of Oklahoma; the British 
Embassy in Washington D.C; Glenview, Illinois; 
Oxford, Mississippi, the Disney Epcot Center in 
Orlando, Florida; Lake Havasu City, Arizona, and at 
MIT. The small town of Rowe, Massachusetts, still 
has a box dating from the original installation of a 
telephone in the town.

Buying Your Own Phone Box

The ultimate Anglophile badge of honor is to 
buy your very own red phone box. Your best bet to 
find a red phone box if you’re located in the USA is 
to first check marketplaces like Craigslist and eBay. 
A couple of things to keep in mind - the phone 
box is HEAVY and will require specialist transprot 
and probably a crane (plus a concrete base to put it 
on). If you don’t find one for sale online, there are 
companies in the UK that specialize in restoring red 
phone boxes and will ship to the USA. However, a 
restored box will cost £2,500+ plus freight to the 
USA, many will cost even more. Pricing will vary 
based on the company you work with - but just do 
a Google search for Red Phone Box restoration. 
Another company to consider is PhoneyBox, which 
make replica boxes designed to to be lighter and 
break down easily, they start at £2100. These boxes 
are easier to get to the USA and setup in multiple 
locations. 

© Jenny Thompson
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Some abandoned phone boxes have been turned into little libraries like this one in Lewisham.

© Sue Martin 

© Jenny Thompson
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Richard Armitage

My fantasy love affair with Richard Armitage is 
well-known to those who know me.  I mean, I 
dragged my husband to London for a weekend 
just so I could watch him perform in The Crucible 
at the Old Globe! While Armitage skews on the 
older side of “new” actors, there are still many who, 
unbelievably, aren’t familiar with his talent. In an 
interview, he said that his latest chance at fame 
came with The Hobbit trilogy…but his face was 
covered with prosthetics so people couldn’t see the 
real him!  Beginning his career in the late 1990s, 
including an uncredited stint in Star Wars – Episode 
I: The Phantom Menace, and appearing in a number 
of mediocre television series, it wasn’t until 2004 
when he was cast as taciturn John Thornton in 
North & South that he caught viewers’ attention.  In 
fact, the BBC website broke during the first hour 
of the show’s initial airing because people were so 
enamored with Armitage. Besides North & South, 
catch him in MI:5, the inaugural year of Strike Back, 
or in anything…you won’t be disappointed! 

Henry Cavill

This fine young actor stormed into public 
consciousness when cast as Superman in the 2013 
reboot, Man of Steel.  But, steely-eyed viewers 
were intrigued by him way back in 2007, when he 
portrayed Henry VIII’s confidant Charles Brandon 
in Showtime’s miniseries, The Tudors. If historical 
fiction isn’t your thing, watch him in the romantic 
coming-of-age movie I Capture the Castle, based 
on the book by Dodie Smith.  You will swoon, I 
promise.

Benedict Cumberbatch

Britain’s Most Popular Actors and 
the Roles that Made Them Famous

By Janna Wong Healy
The worlds of cinema and television are flowing with British actors.  Who could forget Sir Laurence Olivier’s 
incredible performance as Heathcliff in Wuthering Heights? Or Peter O’Toole’s Oscar®-nominated turn as 
Lawrence of Arabia, which still has cinephiles wondering how he didn’t win the statue. British cinema has made 
stars of these actors and many others, including Colin Firth, Hugh Laurie, Daniel Craig, Michael Caine, and 
Sean Bean. But, what of the recent crop of actors?  There’s a plethora of new British actors who are making their 
mark, many of them crossing the Pond and making it big in America.  Herewith, in alphabetical order, my list of 
Great Britain’s most popular actors and the roles that made them famous.

© Jaguarps | Dreamstime.com © Featureflash | Dreamstime.com

© Jaguarps | Dreamstime.com
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Frankly, I could watch Cumberbatch read the 
telephone book and be happy, but this actor 
manages to make something out of every role, 
whether it be a prince (Hamlet or Richard III), a 
corrupt senator (Black Mass), a penguin (Penguins 
of Madagascar) or a dragon (The Hobbit: The 
Desolation of Smaug).  To me, he will forever be 
attached to the role of Sherlock Holmes. He brought 
this 19th century detective to modern day without 
missing a beat and managed to make endearing 
the detective’s difficult personality and fussy 
idiosyncrasies.  Even though many loved the recent 
episode of Sherlock (“The Abominable Bride”) that 
retreated to the 19th century, I missed the modern-
day Sherlock.  But…as long as Sherlock is portrayed 
by Cumberbatch, it doesn’t matter what century he 
is in!

Idris Elba

He has been acting professionally since the mid-
1990s, in everything from Absolutely Fabulous 
to Inspector Linley. His role in HBO’s award-
winning series The Wire was a landmark for him 
but his portrayal of damaged DCI John Luther 
is what brought him popularity, fame and better 
opportunities. He is currently gaining Oscar® 
attention for his role in Cary Joji Fukunaga’s Beasts 
of No Nation, Netflix’s first financed production. Star 
Trek Beyond is next up for him and talk continues 
to swirl that he would be perfect as the next James 
Bond.

Tom Hardy

I love Tom Hardy and not just for the variety of 
roles he takes but for the blunt way he deals with 
the media. Acting since 2001, he has portrayed 
characters as diverse as Heathcliff (Wuthering 
Heights), Eames (Inception) and both Kray twins 

(Legend).  Some might think his tour de force 
performance as villain Bane in The Dark Knight 
Rises is what brought him to prominence but 
I would argue it’s his life outside of his work 
(especially his public affection for dogs) that has 
made him so popular.

Kit Harington

Arguably one of the most popular characters on 
HBO’s sprawling fantasy series Game of Thrones, 
many don’t know that Harington originated the 
pivotal role of Albert in the National Theatre’s stage 
adaptation of War Horse. He made an excellent 
showing in last year’s Testament of Youth and 
showed good comedy chops in HBO’s short film, 7 
Days in Hell opposite Andy Samberg. But, he will 
always be known as Jon Snow…so much that if 
Snow is really dead, my days as a Game of Thrones 
fan are dead, too!

Sam Heughan 

This native-born Scot’s portrayal of Jamie Fraser, 
the romantic hero in the Starz series Outlander has 
hurtled him to the top of many a lady’s list of fantasy 
boyfriends. While he has worked professionally for 
more than 10 years (check out Island at War), it is 

© Jaguarps | Dreamstime.com

© Featureflash | Dreamstime.com

© Laurence Agron | Dreamstime.com
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his role of Jamie Fraser that is seared in everyone’s 
memory and solidifies this actor’s popularity.  Once 
you see him in this key role, you will never be able to 
imagine anyone else as Jamie.  And, he’s wonderful 
on Twitter (@SamHeughan).

Tom Hiddleston

Since his first role in The Life and Adventures of 
Nicholas Nickleby in 2001, this charming actor has 
popped up all over British television (I didn’t know 
that Magnus in Wallandar was that Hiddleston 
– only that I liked the actor who portrayed him).  
And, goodness, was that really Hiddleston as F. 
Scott Fitzgerald in Woody Allen’s romantic comedy 
Midnight in Paris and Prince Hal in The Hollow 
Crown? Hiddleston’s body of work is diverse and 
interesting. But, for most people, it is his turn as 
Loki in The Avengers and Thor that made him 
an actor to be reckoned with.  (Me? I’m looking 
forward to seeing him in The Night Manager.) 

Eddie Redmayne

This actor began his career as a teenager and has 
had his share of roles in television, including The 
Pillars of the Earth and Tess of the D’Urbervilles. 
But, it was his role as Marius in Les Misérables that 

not only brought him to the forefront of British 
actors but also showed his talent for singing!  That 
role paved the way to an Oscar® for his portrayal of 
Stephen Hawking in 2014’s The Theory of Everything, 
last year’s noteworthy performance in The Danish 
Girl, and a starring role in this year’s J.K. Rowling’s 
Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them. He has 
definitely broken through the stratosphere!

Aidan Turner

Despite being Irish, Aidan Turner is one of Britain’s 
most popular actors right now. Turner, who has 
toiled in television (Desperate Romantics, Being 
Human) and mediocre films (Alarm, Hattie), found 
international success as the handsome dwarf Kili 
in The Hobbit trilogy. But, despite the worldwide 
popularity of Peter Jackson’s films, it’s Turner’s 
performance as Ross Poldark in the stirring 
television adaptation of Winston Graham’s novels 
that brought this handsome Irish actor such colossal 
popularity. He’s an excellent actor (don’t miss him 
in And Then There Were None) and no one can deny 
his incredibly good looks.  And, his engaging and 
likable personality witnessed in interviews only adds 
to his charm. He’s everybody fantasy boyfriend, 
including mine!

© Sony Pictures Television

© Jaguarps | Dreamstime.com
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ANGLOPHILE 101 - DATES AND TIME
The British do many things differently but one 
of the most fundamental differences is how they 
handle dates and time. It’s different enough to 
confuse travelers and business people alike. So, 
here’s a simple breakdown of the differences in 
dates and time with the British. 

Dates

In America, we usually write the date as Month/
Day/Year - February 1st, 2016 as an example. 

In Britain, they write the date as Day/Month/
Year - 1 February 2016 (they don’t usually use 
st, th suffixes on dates either). This can get really 
confusing when the dates are just written at 
1/2/2016 - which in American is 2/1/2016.  

As a rule of thumb, always double check an 
important date if you’re traveling to the UK so you 
don’t end up on a train platform without a train or 
valid ticket because it’s the wrong day. 

In America, we usually start the week on Sunday. 
In Britain, the week usually starts on Monday. 
Which makes the word ‘weekend’ make a lot more 
sense. 

Time

Speaking of trains, Britain follows the European 
convention of using 24-hour time for transport 
related timings (we call this Military time in the 
USA). This means instead of using a 12-hour 
clock, they use a 24-hour clock. You’ll encounter 
this whenever you travel by Britain’s rails or even 
use the airport. The most important thing to 
note is that if a time is under 12, then it’s in the 
morning.  

A simple rule of thumb for figuring out the time 
is to take the time, let’s say 22:00 hours and simply 
subtract 12. That will give you 10 p.m. (NOT 10 
a.m.).  

Here’s a handy translation chart: 

00:00 / Midnight 
01:00 / 1:00 a.m. 
02:00 / 2:00 a.m. 
03:00 / 3:00 a.m.  
04:00 / 4:00 a.m.  
05:00 / 5:00 a.m.  
06:00 / 6:00 a.m.  
07:00 / 7:00 a.m.  
08:00 / 8:00 a.m. 
09:00 / 9:00 a.m.  
10:00 / 10:00 a.m.  
11:00 / 11:00 a.m.  
12:00 / 12:00 p.m. 
13:00 / 1:00 p.m. 
14:00 / 2:00 p.m. 
15:00 / 3:00 p.m. 
16:00 / 4:00 p.m. 
17:00 / 5:00 p.m. 
18:00 / 6:00 p.m. 
19:00 / 7:00 p.m. 
20:00 / 8:00 p.m. 
21:00 / 9:00 p.m. 
22:00 / 10:00 p.m. 
23:00 / 11:00 p.m. 

Now to make thing a little more confusing, in 
casual conversation and on Telly, they’ll use the 12 
hour clock. But even then, they do it differently. 
It’s easier just to give a few examples. 

“Let’s meet at half 7 p.m.” 
Translation? 
“Let’s meet at 7:30 p.m.” 

“It’s quarter past 10.” 
Translation? 
“It’s 10:15” 

“It’s a quarter to 10.” 
Translation? 
“It’s 9:45” 

In the next issue we’ll tackle Temperature and 
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GEORGE II
The Last of the Warrior Kings
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The final British sovereign to physically lead 
troops into battle, King George II was the last 
of the soldier-Kings who were eager to expand 
their empires through warfare with European 
neighbours. George II’s reign was long and saw the 
successful suppression of the Jacobites, the laying of 
foundations for the Industrial Revolution, a boom in 
overseas trade, and expansion of the British Empire 
in Quebec and Bengal. A devoted husband (if you 
don’t count mistresses), father to eight children, and 
King of Great Britain and Ireland for 32 years, King 
George II had three passions in life; his wife, his 
music, and his wars.

Son of George Louis and Sophia Dorothea 
of Celle, George was the grandson of Sophia of 
Hanover, an important figure in British history 
who, in 1701, suddenly became second in line to the 
British throne. Parliament’s 1701 Act of Settlement 
restricted the succession to Protestants making 
Sophia heir presumptive to the crowns of the 
Kingdom of England and the Kingdom of Ireland, 
skipping around 50 Catholics in the hereditary line.  

Born in the city of Hanover in Germany, George 
was separated from his mother when he was around 
ten years old. Accused of adultery, Sophia was 
confined and denied access to her children who, 
in all likelihood, never saw her again. In 1705, 
George was naturalised as an English subject as part 
of the Sophia Naturalisation Act and in 1706 was 
made a Knight of the Garter and created Marquess 
of Cambridge, Earl of Milford Haven, Viscount 
Northallerton and Baron Tewkesbury.

Unusual for the time and circumstances, George 
was allowed to choose his own wife. In 1705, George 
met Caroline of Ansbach, the former ward of his 
aunt Queen Sophia Charlotte of Prussia. It was 
love at first sight and George and Caroline were 
married on the August 22nd 1705 in the chapel 
at Herrenhausen. During the early years of his 
marriage George was keen to assert himself on the 
battlefield and asked for his father’s permission 
to join the war effort against France in Flanders. 
George Senior refused as George Junior was yet 
to provide the family with an heir. George and 
Caroline readily obliged and on 1 February 1707, 
brought Frederick Louis, later the Prince of Wales, 
into the world. 

In 1708 George went off to war and fought 
valiantly under Queen Anne’s trusted commander 
Marlborough in the Battle of Oudenarde. Three 

more children were his reward, all girls born 
between 1709 and 1713 and named Anne, Amelia, 
and Caroline. 

In 1714, Sophia of Hanover, George’s 
grandmother, died just weeks before Queen Anne 
of Great Britain and George I inherited the British 
throne. George became the Prince of Wales but in 
the early years of his father reign, George and his 
father were on bad terms. Initially, a family spat that 
took place at the baptism of George’s second son, 
George William, led to both George and Caroline 
being banished from King George I’s court and 
separated from their children. 

Politically too, George opposed his father and 
for the first several years of his reign he was a key 
figure in the opposition to King George I’s policies 
with his London residence, Leicester House, being 
used as a frequent meeting place for the king’s 
political opponents. In 1720, King George and his 
son were reconciled, albeit half-heartedly, on the 
advice of Sir Robert Walpole, one of King George’s 
previous opponents. Walpole was welcomed back 
into the ministry and later became George I’s Prime 
Minister. 

The Whig government, of which Walpole was a 

Sir Robert Walpole - The 1st Prime Minister
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part, became incredibly powerful during George 
I’s reign. This was partly due to an economic disaster 
known as the South Sea Bubble and partly because 
George I knew that the Tory government would not 
support the protestant succession laid down in the 
Act of Settlement during Queen Anne’s reign. The 
relationship between George I and his son continued 
to break down as George supported the Tories and 
was at the centre of an intrigue against Walpole. 

George I died on 11 June 1727 in Hanover and 
George became King George II of Great Britain 
and Ireland at the age of 43. Walpole expected to 
be immediately dismissed when George II became 
King, but the new Queen Caroline is thought to have 
convinced him otherwise on the understanding that 
Walpole would agree to a higher civil list (amount 
set aside for civil expenditure) than they were 
entitled to. George II was crowned at Westminster 
Abbey on 11 October 1727 and commissioned 
Handel to write four new anthems fitting to the 
occasion. 

Over the next few years, George II’s relationship 
with his son Frederick grew strained. Frederick 

behaved much as George II himself had behaved 
when he came to England under the title of the 
Prince of Wales and offered immediate and open 
support to his father’s political opposition. Each 
time George left England for Hanover, he left his 
wife as regent and not his son and when a quarrel 
about Frederick’s allowance broke out in Parliament, 
George banned him from court.

Queen Caroline never lived to see her husband 
and eldest son reconciled. On 17 December 1737, 
Caroline died at St James Palace of a series of 
horrible ailments that included a ruptured womb 
and strangulated bowel, the result of complications 
from the birth of her final child. George and 
Caroline’s marriage was a very loving one and on 
her deathbed Caroline implored her husband to re-
marry, which he never did. George II had a pair of 
matching coffins with removable sides made so that 
when he followed her to the grave they could lie side 
by side. 

Following Queen Caroline’s death, George 
turned his attentions to war. Walpole had managed 
to keep Great Britain at peace for a generation 
but the King wanted war and a war he got. Britain 
began hostilities with Spain in 1739 and was deeply 
involved in the War of the Austrian Succession that 
broke out all over Europe. In June 1743, George 
became the last British monarch to lead an army 
into battle when he led allied forces to fight the 
French at Dettingen.

By 1745, George had to neglect the war in 
Europe in order to speed back to England and 
defend his throne against the Jacobite invasion of 
the young pretender Bonne Prince Charlie. Charlie 
was supported by George’s French opponents 

George II in Coronation Regalia

An Incident at the Battle of Culloden
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who naturally wanted to see the warring king 
ousted from his throne. The Jacobites marched 
south to invade England, but due to an ambivalent 
British public and lack of French support, were 
forced to turn back. Prince William [the Duke of 
Cumberland], George’s son, faced Charlie and his 
army at the Battle of Culloden (17 April 1746) where 
William was victorious and brutally murdered all of 
Charlie’s supporters, effectively ending Jacobitism in 
Scotland. 

Hostilities between France and Britain 
continued and in 1756, a French invasion of the 
British-held island of Minorca prompted the Seven 
Years War. The end of King George II’s reign was 
marked by massive imperial victories as in 1759 
Britain defeated France at the naval battles of Lagos 
and Quiberon Bay and British forces captured 
Quebec and Guadeloupe. On 25 October 1760, 
King George II died of an aortic aneurysm. He was 
buried on 11 November in Westminster Abbey and 
left instructions for the removable sides of his and 
his wife Caroline’s coffins to be removed so their 
remains could touch. 

Legacy

King George II is generally thought to have been 
an uncultured King with little interest in the arts 
and a poor handle on the English language and yet 
George established many universities during his 
reign and was a patron of the composer Handel. 
After his death, George was criticised for his temper 
and lack of refinement, often depicted as a weak 
King who was overly-influenced by his wife and his 
ministers. Although as an individual King George 
II was fairly uninfluential, his reign was a generally 
prosperous time for Great Britain; the Jacobites were 
stopped once and for all, production industries in 
Britain flourished, and British troops successfully 
defeated the French and expanded the Empire. 

Film & TV 

• The Aristocrats (1999) TV series
• King of the Wind (1989)
• Bonnie Prince Charlie (1948)
• The Last of the Mohicans (1936)

Further Research

• Thompson, Andrew (2012) “George II: King 
and Elector (English Monarchs)” 

• Black, Jeremy (2007) “George II: Puppet of 
the Politicians?” 

• Van der Kiste, John (1997) “George II and 
Queen Caroline”

Locations to Visit

• George II was born in Herrenhausen in 
Hanover. Herrenhausen’s Gardens, heritage 
of the Kings of Hanover, are a popular tourist 
attraction. 
• There is a statue of George II at the 
Golden Square, a historic square in the Soho 
neighbourhood of the City of Westminster. 
There is also a statue in Greenwich (pictured)
• Both of George II’s residences, Richmond 
Lodge and Leicester House, have been 
demolished. 
• George II died at Kensington Palace and is 
buried at Westminster Abbey. 
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No trip to Britain is complete without a visit to the 
stunning city of Georgian Bath. Sitting in a valley 
along the Avon River, Bath is a beautiful English city 
clad in golden Bath stone. Most of the city was built 
in the Georgian Era and the architecture in Bath is 
unique in its uniformity. There’s much to see and do 
in Bath, and you could easily spend a nice weekend 
there and still be left with things to do. Bath is easily 
reached from London by rail, and it’s a beautiful 
drive as well. Here’s our rundown of the 10 things 
you should definitely do in Bath if you’re visiting. 

Avon River Cruise 

On a warm summer’s day, there’s nothing more 
sublime than taking one of the many river cruises 
down the River Avon. You can board the boats at 
the bottom of Pulteney Bridge and there are several 
options to chose from. The boat rides take about an 
hour and they usually go upriver - you get stunning 
views of the city as you amble along. You can see 
locals punting on the river. It’s lovely. 

Bath Abbey 

A stunning example of Perpendicular Gothic 
architecture, Bath Abbey lies at the center of town 
and is an active place of worship. It’s the center of 
the community in Bath and in addition to regular 
church services, they also host concerts in the 
stunning interior. In the square outside the abbey 
there are also street performers entertaining crowds 
in the warm months. The abbey is free to explore 
but if you want to go more in-depth, take the Tower 
Tour which climbs the tower and shows you the 
architecture behind the scenes (costs £6 ($10)). 

Roman Baths 

Bath has been an important center of civilization 
since the Roman Times. The Romans called the 
place Aquae Sulis - which meant ‘the waters of Sulis’ 
and built spas around the hot springs. You can visit 
these spas today in the stunning Roman Bath ruins. 
Though it’s hard to tell what’s original and what was 
rebuilt in the Georgian era, you can still get a sense 

TOP TEN BRITAIN
What to See and Do in Georgian Bath

© Ian Woolcock
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of life in Roman Bath. This is probably the most 
popular attraction in Bath so be prepared to wait in 
line. 

Royal Crescent / Museum 

The most famous street in Bath is the stunning 
Royal Crescent designed by John Wood the Younger. 
It’s the most amazing work of Georgian Architecture 
in Britain. What strikes you most of all when you 
visit it is how expansive the structure is - the curve 
seems to go on forever (making it very difficult to 
photograph). Today, the crescent is home to private 
homes and hotels. There’s also a great museum at 
No. 1 Royal Crescent which is set up as it would 
have been in the Georgian Era. 

Walking Tours 

Bath is a very walkable city, with most of the top 
attractions within feet of each other. There are 
several walking tours that you can take - some of 
which are free. We also recommend the Bizarre 
Bath walking tour which is a lot of fun. Rather than 
focus on the stuffy history of the Georgian city, they 
go for the irreverent. Tours depart in front of the 
Huntsman Inn every evening at 8 p.m. and cost £8 
(about $13), well worth the money! 

High Tea 

If you’re hankering for a good cuppa - there are 
ample places in the center of Bath to have a proper 
high tea. There are plenty of restaurants and 
hotels offering this service. We recommend Jolly’s 
Tearoom.  

Parade Gardens 

This stunning park is located right next to the River 
Avon and features great views of the surrounding 
Georgian buildings. You have to pay to get into this 
park and it’s only open from April to September. It’s 
a great place to get a cup of tea and relax with the 
Sunday papers - there’s often a brass band playing 
in the pavilion. It’s a very British experience and it’s 
very sublime. 

Shopping 

Bath is a great shopping destination. The city centre 
has plenty of small shops, many catering to tourists 
- but you’ll find many gems worth exploring. There’s 
also the Southgate shopping center, an outdoor 
shopping mall with plenty of the big chain stores 
and plenty of places to eat.

Bath Guildhall Market 

For a great traditional covered market, stop by the 
Bath Guildhall market where market traders have 
been selling good for almost 800 years. There are 
about 20 merchants selling all sort of odds and ends 
from household goods to lovely chocolates. 

Royal Victoria Park 

This 57-acre park was the first park to bear the name 
of Britain’s second-longest reigning Monarch - it was 
in fact opened by the 11-year-old Princess in 1830! 
The park is overlooked by the Royal Crescent and 
features attractions that include tennis, bowling, 
golf courses, a boating pond, open-air concerts, a 
children’s play area, and a 9-acre botanical garden. If 
you’re traveling with children, the children’s park is 
a godsend. 

Further Afield...

Prior Park - Beautiful and intimate 18th-
century landscape gardens. 

American Museum - The only museum 
of Americana outside the United States, it 
was founded to bring American history and 
cultures to the people of Britain and Europe. 

Skyline Walk - Savor the magnificent views 
down into the picturesque World Heritage City 
of Bath on this most popular walking trail. 

Dyrham Park - This beautiful stately home is 
famous as the filming location for the film The 
Remains of the Day. 

© Ian Woolcock
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CHURCHILL’S PLACES

Sir Winston Churchill will forever live in history as the man who saved 
Britain during World War II. While this is true, he also had a long and 

varied life. As a result, there are many places throughout the UK connected 
to him that you can still visit today - and should visit to get a sense of 
his person. The best way to understand Churchill is to learn from the 

environments that inspired him and kept him going during his darkest 
days. Here is a rundown of places in Britain connected to Churchill that 

you can visit on your next trip to Britain. 

By Jonathan Thomas
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Located beneath a non-descript building in White-
hall, Churchill’s Cabinet war rooms were the famous 
location where he ran the war, chaired government 
meetings, and composed his famous speeches. The 
rooms are as they were left when World War II 
ended - providing a fascinating and vintage look 
and how World War II was run. A particularly good 
highlight is the bed the Churchill slept in - and 
composed speeches in. It’s not grand, in fact rather 
spartan, the man could work anywhere. A few years 
ago, the attraction was extended to accommodate a 
new Churchill Museum that features artifacts from 
his life and measures his impact on British life and 
empire. 

Visiting Information

Open Daily 9:30 a.m. -6 p.m. Adults £18 ($26), 
Children £9 ($13). We recommend booking ahead 
and doing the guided audio tour. Accessible easily 
by Tube (Westminster Station) and any Black Cab 
driver will know the way. 

CHURCHILL WAR ROOMS MUSEUM

 © IWM

 © IWM
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BLENHEIM PALACE 
CHURCHILL’S BIRTHPLACE

Churchill comes from a long line of Churchills, an 
aristocratic family based at Blenheim Palace in Ox-
fordshire. Blenheim Palace was a gift from a grateful 
nation to Sir John Churchill, the 1st Duke of Marl-
borough who led Britain to victory at the Battle of 
Blenheim. Churchill’s father was the third ‘younger’ 
son of the Duke at the time so did not inherit the es-
tate (and was often poorer than his station demand-
ed as was Winston). However, Churchill was born 
in Blenheim Palace when his mother, the American 
Heiress Jennie Jerome was visiting. The room that 
he was born in is preserved as it was the day he 
was born. Don’t miss a tour of the rest of the house 
and grounds. There is much to see at Britain’s only 
non-royal palace. There is also a special exhibition 
on John Churchill and Winston worth a look. Don’t 
miss the State Room tour - the tapestries are amaz-
ing (Winston painted them beautifully). Chartwell 
was his chosen home, Blenheim was his spiritual 
home, which is why he was buried nearby in Bladon. 
Plan to spend an entire day here - much to see and 
do for the whole family. 

Visiting Information

Grounds open daily, house is open from February 
to December. Adults £25 ($37), Children £14 ($21). 
The easiest way to get there is to take the train to 
Oxford and then take a cab to the Palace in Wood-
stock or drive and park right in front.  

Churchill’s Birth Room

 © Blenheim Palace

 © Blenheim Palace
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Churchill (and the rest of his family) are buried in 
their ancestral plot in the churchyard of St Martin’s 
in the village of Bladon, located next to the Blen-
heim Estate. The plain stone burial plot is a moving 
tribute to the man; there’s usually wreaths or flowers 
laying on the grave (feel free to bring your own). The 
church itself is rather charming and it takes great 
pride as the stewards of Churchill’s grave. There’s a 
small shop inside where you can get a postcard or 
DVD about Churchill (it works on the trust system, 
there’s no one in the church usually). We recom-
mend visiting on a weekend, there’s a school next to 
the cemetery and it’s rather noisy so if you want to 
pay your quiet respects, during the schoolday is not 
the time.  

Visiting Information

The cemetery is open daily. There’s no charge but 

feel free to leave a donation in the church so they 
can continue to maintain the grave. I suppose you 
can walk from Blenheim if you were so inclined but 
it’d be a rather long walk. If you used a cab, have 
them bring you by and wait for you. Otherwise, we 
recommend renting a car for the day to visit both 
Blenheim and Bladon (park in the Pub parking lot 
across the way for the grave). 

CHURCHILL’S GRAVE
BLADON CHURCHYARD

 © Blenheim Palace

 © Blenheim Palace
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CHARTWELL
CHURCHILL’S BELOVED HOME

Chartwell was Churchill’s daily inspiration. Locat-
ed in rural Kent, Chartwell is set within beautiful 
grounds that were shaped by the man himself. This 
was his private home, where he lived his life with his 
family. It was his home from the 1920s all the way 
up until his death. He wrote many great speeches, 
books, and articles from his study. He also had a 
studio where he painted, and today there is a huge 
collection of his paintings that you can see. The 
house is much as it was left when he died, a great 
insight into the life of this great man. Chartwell is 
not a particularly grand house by British stately 
home standards but the intimacy of place makes the 
house well worth a visit. Plan to spend the day here, 
give yourself half a day to explore the house and 
then spend the rest of the day walking the grounds 
he loved so much. 

Visiting Information

Grounds open daily, the house is often closed from 
November to March but the special exhibition area 

is open year round. Adults £13 ($20), Children £6.70 
($10). Check with the National Trust before making 
the journey to make sure it’s open. The house is eas-
ily accessible from London. We recommend taking 
the train to Sevenoaks and then taking a cab to the 
house (there is a taxi rank outside the station). If you 
choose to drive, there is ample parking (£3, $5). 

Churchill’s Studio
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From the moment he was first elected to Parlia-
ment, Churchill was at home, fitting into the stuffy 
hallways and cramped offices of the Houses of 
Parliament.  He was first elected to Parliament in 
1900 and served until ill health forced him to quit in 
1964 - a stunning 64 years of service to the British 
people. When you take a guided tour of Parliament, 
it’s much as it was when he served there in his later 
years (the Commons chamber was rebuilt after 
being bombed in WWII). The history seeps from 
the walls and it’s a stunning temple of democracy. 
Parliament honored Churchill with a statue right 
outside the doors into the Commons (where some 
bomb damage was also preserved). 

Visiting Information

Parliament is usually open for tours on Saturdays 
and when parliament is not in session. You should 

book tickets in advance and you will go through 
an airport style security queue to get in. Adults £25 
($37), Children £10 ($15). Take the Tube to West-
minster station. We advise booking into the tour 
and then doing the Cabinet War Rooms in the same 
day as they are quite near each other. 

HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT
CHURCHILL’S WORKPLACE

 © UK Parliament

 © UK Parliament
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Great British Art - The Hay Wain
by John Constable

The Hay Wain by the English landscape artist John 
Constable is probably the most famous painting in 
English art history. It was finished in 1821 and it 
depicts a rural scene on the River Stour between the 
English counties of Suffolk and Essex. Painted in 
oils on canvas, the work depicts as its central feature 
three horses pulling a hay wain or large farm cart 
across the river. Willy Lott’s Cottage, also the subject 
of an eponymous painting by Constable, is visible on 
the far left. The scene takes place near Flatford Mill 
in Suffolk, though since the Stour forms the border 
of two counties, the left bank is in Suffolk and the 
landscape on the right bank is in Essex. The canvas 
is massive and we highly recommend seeing it in 
person. It currently resides in the National Gallery 
in London along with several other Constable 
works. This painting is important because it helped 
create England’s romantic conception of its own 
countryside. Today, when English people think 
of idyllic countryside scenes, they think of this 
painting and others that imitated it.
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TELLY STREAMING 
5 New British Comedies to Binge Watch Immediately

Here are five of our most favorite new British comedies and where to watch them right now. 
Careful, with this list you may find yourself binging hours of British telly!

CATASTROPHE

DETECTORISTS

This lovely new romantic comedy made a splash on 
Amazon Prime last year and we love it. It’s about 
an American who, to put it politely, impregnates an 
Irish woman living in London and moves there to be 
a dad. It follows their ups and downs as they try to 
cope with each other, their cultural differences, and 
meddling friends and family. It stars the hilarious 
Sharon Horgan and the deadpan Rob Delaney who 
have great chemistry on screen. Carrie Fisher also 
stars at Rob’s mother in several hilarious scenes. The 
show is exclusive to Amazon Prime. Series two will 
premiere on the service in April. 

Streaming on Amazon Prime 

On the surface, a show about people who go metal 
detecting doesn’t sound appealing. But once you 
watch this show, you will fall completely in love with 
it. It’s a quirky comedy that only the British could 
make. Who else could make the trials and tribula-
tions of a bunch of metal detectorists fascinating 
and hilarious? The show is set in Essex and follows 
a pair of best mates who search England’s field for 
elusive Anglo-Saxon hoards. Will they make a big 
discovery? As with most things in life, it’s not about 
finding something, it’s about searching for it. This 
show is usually shot in the gleaming golden English 
summer and large parts of it are spent in the fields - 
so there’s ample scenery to look at. Combined with 
the charming music, the show is simply sublime. 
The first series is currently streaming, the second 
just aired in the UK so should be on the services 
later this year.

Streaming on Netflix, Acorn TV, Amazon (by the 
episode)

 © BBC

 © Amazon Prime
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MIRANDA
You may recognize the star of this show from Call 
the Midwife and the recent Hollywood film Spy. 
Miranda Hart also had her own comedy show that 
aired on the BBC. Simply called Miranda, it follows 
the misadventures of socially awkward Miranda as 
she navigates the world of work and love. If you love 
her in any of her other roles, you will love her in this 
show. 

Streaming on Acorn TV  

EPISODES
You know how as Anglophiles we hate it when Hol-
lywood takes a great British TV show and then re-
makes it for American TV, usually to disappointing 
results? They’ve now made THAT into a hilarious 
comedy. Episodes follows Sean (Stephen Mangan) 
and Beverly (Tamsin Greig) as they are wooed by 
Hollywood to recreate their famous British show for 
Hollywood. Disaster ensues as they become stuck 
in the Hollywood drain but are forced to continue 
and make questionable choices like agreeing to cast 
Matt LeBlanc as the lead. LeBlanc is fantastic in the 
show playing a hyper-realized version of himself. 
The show is mostly set in America but is actually 
mostly filmed in England. It’s funny and also sad to 
watch what Hollywood does to British creativity but 
it’s compelling viewing. The show has gone to four 
seasons with another on the way.  

Streaming on Showtime 
VICIOUS

This live studio filmed comedy stars Ian McKel-
lan and Derek Jacobi as two aging thespians who 
have been together for more than 50 years. They 
both hate and love each other more than words can 
express but it also leads to utter hilarity. They are 
also expertly skilled as taking the mickey out of each 
other as only a couple that has been together for so 
long can. The show also features a great supporting 
cast that leads to all kinds of shenanigans. McKellan 
is great as an aging thespian well past his prime and 
Jacobi is perfect as his comedic foil. 

Streaming on Amazon Prime, PBS 

 © BBC

 © Showtime

 © ITV / PBS
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Churchill - The Life - An Authorized Pictorial History
As big fans of Churchill, we always take a look at the latest books by him. “Churchill: The Life” 
is a new pictorial history of the Great Statesman who saved Britain during World War II. It 
features many never before seen pictures - but also plenty of pictures any Churchillian has 
probably already seen. Throughout each picture is framed within the important event in his life. 
What’s most astonishing is how well documented Churchill’s life was. No one knew how famous 
he would become, yet almost every important event in his life was capture on film - and this in 
the days with photography was not as common place as it is now. Still, it’s a fantastic look at the 
life of this great man. Well worth the addition to any library. SRP: $35 Hardcover

Panorama of the Thames - A Riverside View of Georgian London
This is a delightful look at Georgian London. It’s a reproduction of a beautiful water color 
map of the entire Thames shoreline from Westminster to Richmond. It’s a fascinating look at 
Georgian London and the great houses that once occupied the land next to the Thames. It’s 
definitely a view of London that no longer exists, but the detail on this panorama is amazing. 
One wouldn’t think they could create such detail in the early 1800s when this was originally 
published. The book is very much focused on the past and doesn’t really cover how the places 
changed in the future - instead it focuses on the present day (of 1829) and the history that took 
place before. It’s a beautiful reproduction of this work - the colors are simply amazing. It’s a 
fascinating look at the river and the city that was shaped by it. SRP: $55 Hardcover 

Stuff Brits Like by Fraser McAlpine 
We love a good look at British culture. The first book by “Anglophenia” author Fraser McAlpine 
is a loving look at British culture - from tea to curries and Doctor Who to pedantry, the book 
covers a wide array of topics and what they mean to the British. The author should know - he’s 
British after all. McAlpine writes with humor and it’s enjoyable to read his explanations to odd 
British behavior to outsiders. I enjoyed the book for its lack of cynisism which has seemed to 
pervade other recent books about British culture. This book is an informative exploration rather 
than a coded criticism of Britain and its culture. Britain isn’t a perfect place but this book seeks 
to see things on the lighter side - and I greatly appreciated it. SRP: $16  Paperback

James Sherwood’s Discriminating Guide to London
Many argue that the humble guidebook has passed its sell-by date - but we disagree here at 
Anglotopia so we were delighted to receive a new guidebook focused on the finer things in Lon-
don. James Sherwood’s “Discriminating Guide to London” is essentially an ‘upper class’ guide 
to the nicer things in London. Now, mind you this isn’t just a book of the most expensive places 
in London, it’s a guide to the more refined places - some of which are affordable and some of 
which are not. The book is divided into six sections, each focusing on Restaurants, Hotels, Shop-
ping, etc. The places featured are places the author considers refined in his own opinion. The 
book is heavily based on the author’s personal opinions and it can be funny and cheeky to read. 
It’s safe to say that I personally haven’t been to any of the restaurants he suggests or even stayed 
at any of the hotels, but the book has given me many ideas for my next trip. The culture section 
is also helpful as it has handy guides to the most important things to see at Britain’s finer tourist 
attractions. The book is certainly snobby but a good kind of snobby. SRP: $29.95 Hardcover

BRIT BOOK CORNER
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The London County Council Bomb Damage Maps
This is probably the most humbling book we’ve ever received at Anglotopia towers. After Hitler’s 
Blitz on London was over, the county government commissioned a series of maps to survey 
the complete bomb damage of the city. The result was a stunning work of history that showed 
how London was and how it was going to change thanks to the bomb damage. The maps have 
been lovingly reproduced in their entirety in this massive coffee table sized book. It’s very 
overwhelming to look at maps of streets in London I know so well and to find what happened 
during the war. The book includes a handy color chart that shows you whether something was 
destroyed, damaged, etc. The opening chapters of the book explain the history of the maps and 
the methodology used to gather the information. In the back of the book is a moving series of 
photos showing the damage - it’s helpful to picture the damage (and you can find the locations 
on the maps in the books). I hesitate to call this book ‘cool’ because it is literally a catalog of 
destruction, death, and misery. But I’m grateful this book exists as it will allow us to never forget 
the massive toll of war.  SRP: $75  Hardcover

The Road to Little Dribbling by Bill Bryson
I first discovered Bill Bryson in a London railway station, WH Smith, back in 2004 on my 
second trip to Britain. It was love at first read. “Notes from a Small Island” is a seminal work in 
British travel/culture writing and my dog-eared copy is a treasured possession – so much that 
I had him sign it when I met him. “The Road to Little Dribbling”, which is basically a sequel of 
sorts to “Notes from a Small Island” has been written 20 years later as Bryson revisits the subject 
that made him famous. It is truly a joy to read and well worth the wait. Reading this book is 
like visiting an old friend. Bryson writes clearly with the simple joys of exploring Britain. But 
he is the first person to admit that it’s not a utopia at all. There are several places where he 
doesn’t hesitate to point out Britain’s deficiencies and how they can be improved (how dare 
he many Britons have already said). While he does harp occasionally on the negative sides of 
modern Britain and how they’ve gone downhill since his last adventure, there is still a strand of 
optimism in the book. Bryson loves Britain – he’s still in love with all the eccentricities of British 
life. He’s still delighted by a cup of tea or a drink in a warm pub. Some of his observations are 
rather spot on to the point where he’s almost gone native. Which, I was surprised to learn, he 
has. Bryson reveals in the book that he has taken up British citizenship (he’s a dual citizen). This 
will become a cherished part of my Bryson library and I think it’s as good a time as any to re-
read some of his classics. Bryson speaks to me as an Anglophile. SRP: $28.95 Hardcover

Wild Ruins – A New Guide to Britain’s Ruins by Dave Hamilton
One of my favorite past times when traveling in Britain is to explore its countless ruins, follies 
and abandoned buildings. When you have thousands of years of history, they’re dotted all over 
the landscape. Most towns and villages have a ‘local ruin’ or ‘local castle.’ Often a popular spot 
for teenagers to get up to no good – they’re also fun to explore for history junkies. We now have 
a new guidebook to aid us in these adventures in “Wild Ruins by Dave Hamilton”. It’s a new 
book from Wild Things publishing. And while it doesn’t include ALL the ruins in Britain – it 
includes the important ones – the ones worth visiting and there are 0hundreds. The book is 
filled with ample pictures (many of them oddly featuring the author in strange poses). So, it’s 
a joy to browse through. Plenty to discover. Sadly, I can’t believe a book like this is lacking one 
important feature: an index. There’s no index in the back with all the ruins in alphabetical order 
and what page they’re on. If you’re looking for something specific in the book – you have to look 
for it yourself. Quite unhelpful.  It will be a valued addition to by Britain trip planning library, 
perfect for getting out when I know I’ll be in a particular area so I can find ruins to explore. 
SRP: $20 Paperback
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THE SLANG PAGE
Translating British Speak

In this issue we’re going to tackle different British 
English words that you often hear spoken on the 
British telly that you might not know the meaning 
to. We’ll present the word, its definition and then an 
example of its usage. 

Give You A Bell – To call someone on the 
telephone. 

“All right, Johnny, I’ll give you a bell tonight.” 

Gutted – To be completely and utterly devastated. 

“Harry was gutted to learn the truth about his 
parents.” 

Chuffed to Bits – To be proud or happy about 
something. 

“I’m simply chuffed to bits that my book was 
accepted at the publisher. 

Lost the Plot – To go completely crazy. 

“Mind you, he lost the plot ages ago.” 

The Bee’s Knees – Something truly excellent. 

“My brand new car really is the bee’s knees.” 

Know Your Onions – To be knowledgeable about 
something. 

“I’m hired him for the job because he really knew his 
onions.” 

Dodgy – Suspicious or poor quality. 

“The builder was a bit dodgy, and now my faucet 
doesn’t work. 

Bog Roll – Toilet Paper 

“Billy, please go find some bog roll.” 

Bob’s Your Uncle – There you go! 

“I was telling my mate not to do that and then he did 
it anyway, resulting in quite a snafu and bob’s your 
uncle.” 

See a Man About a Dog – To do a deal. 

“Excuse me, Roger, I have to go see a man about a 
dog.” 

Don’t Get Your Knickers in a Twist – Don’t Get 
worked up 

“Calm down, love, don’t get your knickers in a 
twist!” 

Her Majesty’s Pleasure – To be in prison 

“I served 15 years at Her Majesty’s Pleasure.” 

Chock-a-block – Closely packed together i.e. a 
busy schedule or a large quantity of something 

“I came around the corner and saw the shops chock-
a-block with tons of people.” 

Damp Squib - An event which you think will 
be exciting but which actually turns out to be a 
disappointment. 

“I went to the premiere of the new Star Wars movie 
and it came off like a damp squib really.” 

Cream Crackered – To be really tired and 
exhausted 

“I’ve been up since sunrise and been at work all day, 
I’m simply cream crackered.” 

Tickety-boo – When something is going smoothly 
or proceeding quickly. 

“The wedding went along tickety-boo.” 
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The Blackmore Vale and Melbury Hill, Dorset
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